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“Therefore, since we have been
justified through faith, we have
peace with God through our Lord
Jesus Christ, through whom we
have gained access by faith in
this grace in which we now stand.
And we rejoice in the hope
of the glory of God.”
Romans 5:1,2 (NIV)

So many attributes of God in these two
verses, and we only need faith to access
them. Our 2018 REA Conference in Carlisle was small in attendance but large in love, energy and Spirit.
God’s presence was evident. As we use to say in our magazine,
(see page 3), “We have come this far by faith,” and we will continue to go one by faith.

Psalm 96:2

www.RailHopeAmerica.com

GET ON TRACK!
Subscribe to the

Railroad Evangelist
Magazine

For $10.00 a year you will receive one of
the most unique non-denominational
Christian Railroad magazines ever published. The Railroad Evangelistic Association was founded by Luther S. Harkey
(1885-1949) in 1941 with other Christian
railroaders in Sanford, Florida.
Help spread the word by ordering the
Railroad Evangelist magazines in bulk.

BULK COSTS

We just dodged a formidable hurricane here in Hampton Roads,
VA, thanks be to God. Our prayers go out to all the victims in
North Carolina and elsewhere.

(Based upon per issue)
100 copies $35.00
50 copies $25.00
20 copies $15.00
10 copies $10.00
200 Hundred copies $50.00

Let us continue to pray and work in His service.
Agape,
Allan L. Carpenter
REA President

Subscribe today for yourself or a friend,
make out your check or money order to
REA and send to:
REA
255 State Route 49
Cleveland, NY 13042
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NOTICE - ALL RAIL FANS, RAILROADERS,
MODEL RAILROADERS...we need your help. We want to publish
a special ALL ABOARD issue commemorating the welding of the
rails at Promontory Point in May 2019, the 150th Anniversary. To
do that, we need your immediate help. If you have unique photos,
personal stories, models, etc. of the Union Pacific, Western Pacific
meeting at Promontory, please submit that material to the editor,
Joe Spooner. He and Steve Seidler will assimilate the material to
be used in our special issue.
PLEASE ACT NOW AND SEND WHATEVER YOU HAVE AND
WE WILL MAKE FINAL DECISION.
Thank you!

The Railroad Evangelist magazine is published three times a year by GISI Marketing
Group of Tualatin, Oregon for the Railroad
Evangelistic Association. Second class postage paid at Vancouver, WA. Circulation:
2,800.

International Railway Missions
Ulrich Berger - President
Mattenweg 11
CH-4303 Kaiseraugst
Switzerland
+41618112406
www.Railway-Mission.net

Railway Representatives in India
Rev. Victor Swamidoss, c/o Mr. S Arulraj
#448/8, First Floor
T.H. Road
Tondiarpet
Chennai - 600 081 South India

International Railroad Evangelist

What is RailHope America?

S. Arulraj
Door # 652/8 (New # 448/8)
Brindavan Avenue
Tiruvottiyur High Road,
Tondiarpet
Chennai 600 081
Tamilnadu, INDIA
Phone + 919884481022

The RailHope America logo identifies the Railroad Evangelistic Association as a
leading member of a global network of Railroad Ministries whose common goal is
to bring hope of the Gospel of Christ to the world-wide Railroad community.

Fall 2018 issue of the
Railroad Evangelist magazine was printed
September 2018 Vol. 82, No.3
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COVER: BNSF engine # 4886 leaving Vancouver, Washington heading East. Photo by Joe Spooner

Membership in the Railroad Evangelistic
Association is open to all who desire to
reach the entire railroad community with
the everlasting gospel of Jesus Christ.
For $20.00 you will receive your REA
Annual membership card ($10.00) and a
one year subscription ($10.00 - 3 issues)
to the Railroad Evangelist magazine.
REA has no paid staff, all proceeds go to
printing and mailing the Good News.
Thank you.

In the cab to the right is Luther S. Harkey, (1885 - 1949),
Founder of the Railroad Evangelistic Association in
1941. His hearts desire was to reach his fellow railroad
employees with the everlasting gospel of Jesus Christ.

“We’ve come this far by faith”

Since 1938 the Railroad Evangelistic Association has
continued to publish and proclaim the everlasting Gospel of Jesus Christ to the railroad community worldwide.
As co-laborers together with God we are able to continue to do what God has called us to do in fulfilling the
Great Commission to the Railroad Community.
REA has no paid staff, every dollar that comes in
through subscriptions, membership and donation are
the only means we have to continue this small but very
important railway ministry that is having an impact
around the world.
Will you join us?
“A LITTLE IS A LOT WHEN GOD IS IN IT”

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP IN REA
Please check the appropriate box.

I am an active railroad employee.
I am a former/retired railroad employee.
My spouse is/was an active/former/retired
railroad employee.
I am a model railroad hobbyist.
I am a rail fan enthusiast.
My interest in REA is _______________________
Sending $10.00 for REA membership for one year.
Sending $10.00 for a one year subscription.
LIFE TIME membership & single subscription for
a one time price of $300.00.
I would like to make a donation._____________
Please cut, photocopy or send information pertaining to the above application form and mail it to:

REA
255 State Route 49
Cleveland, NY 13042

Luke 9:12-17
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The Railroad Evangelistic Association exists to proclaim
the Good News of Jesus Christ to the entire railroad
community worldwide and to promote mutual Christian
fellowship among, though not limited to, those of the
railroad industry, the model railroad hobbyists and the rail
fan enthusiasts.

WE BELIEVE
1. We believe in the Scripture of the Old and New
Testaments as verbally inspired by God, and inerrant
in the original writings. They are the supreme and
final authority in faith and life.
2. We believe in one God eternally existing in three
persons: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
3. We believe that Jesus Christ was begotten by the
Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, and is true God
and true Man.
4. We believe that man was created in the image of
God: that he sinned, and thereby incurred, not only
physical death, but also Spiritual death which is
separation from God. All human beings are born with
a sinful nature, and in the case of those who reach
moral responsibility become sinners in thought, word,
and deed.
5. We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ died for our
sins according to the Scriptures, as a representative
and substitutionary sacrifice. In addition that all who
believe in Him are justified on the ground of His shed
Blood.
6. We believe in the resurrection of the crucified Body
of our Lord, in His Ascension into Heaven and in His
present life there for us, as High Priest and Advocate.
7. We believe in "that blessed hope," the personal,
premillennial, and imminent return of our Lord and
Savior, Jesus Christ.
8. We believe that all who receive by faith the Lord
Jesus Christ are born again of the Holy Spirit and
thereby become children of God.
9. We believe in the bodily resurrection of the just and
unjust, the everlasting blessedness of the saved, and
the everlasting, conscious punishment of the lost.
- The Railroad Evangelistic Association Inc.
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By Darryl Smith
Beaumont, California

T
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he one thought that strikes terror into
the heart of a train engineer is that of
hitting a gasoline tanker. A full tanker
spreads a flowing coat of gasoline and
flames over the ground when it is hit by a
train; but an empty tanker is even more
dangerous. It is filled with volatile fumes
and also contains approximately thirty gallons of fuel in the bottom. It is a virtual
bomb. Upon impact, as metal scrapes metal and sparks fly, the gasoline fumes ignite
one another and a fire-bomb type explosion
destroys the tanker, engine, and usually
the next four or five cars on the train. The
engineer is burnt to cinders. I had never
heard of an engineer who had hit a tanker
and lived to tell about it.

“As the train
approached
impact with the
tanker…
I placed my
hands on my
face…
God help us!”

On September 23, I984 my train was going about 60
mph down the track. I was a mile away from the intersection at Vineyard Avenue in Ontario, California when I spotted a fuel tanker pulling across the tracks. This was not an
unusual occurrence, and I expected it to continue moving
across the tracks. However, in moments terror gripped my
heart. The tanker had stopped still on the tracks and I
knew there was no way I could possibly stop the train in
such a short distance. The momentum that builds up as
three engines, each weighing 200,000 pounds, and
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speeding along at 60 mph is incredible.
With full brake application, I knew we
would still hit the tanker. If only it would
begin to move!
Throwing the train into emergency
brake application, I felt my thoughts spin
into turmoil. What would happen to Sue
and our two sons? That tanker was going to explode into flames. What would
happen to me? I visualized myself, a human torch, running from the wreck. I had
always heard of people who faced death
seeing their lives pass before them. Mine
did.

I was the last of eleven kids, and as a
ward of the court, I sat in the bus station in Beaumont
waiting for a bus to take me to a foster home in Omard.
Thirteen years old and depressed, I sat on the bench bent
over and hopeless. Suddenly, a lady walked up with a
little red booklet about two inches square, which contained scriptures from the Bible. As I thumbed through it
the words “I will never leave you” leaped out at me. Not
comprehending what they meant, I suddenly felt engulfed
by a warm loved feeling. I tore that page out and put it in
my wallet, where I carried it for the next ten years. On the
trip to Omard, I sat beside a nun who led me to the Lord.

The Railroad Evangelist

Confessing Jesus as Lord, and actually coming to the
point of a personal walk with Him, are two different
things. Over the next few years, I became a real juvenile
delinquent, spending a lot of time in juvenile hall and in
drunk tanks. Even after I married and began to work for
the railroad, l was little more than a working drunk. Many
were the times after a long haul when I would go to my
motel room sloppy drunk and think about my wife and
little babies, and what I was doing to them. There, I would
pull out that little paper and read it over and over again. It
always made me feel warm and happy.
My wife's parents had opposed our marriage.
As Pentecostal people who loved God, it broke
their hearts to see their daughter marry someone who seemed like the devil himself. I had,
however, come to a point of knowing that I
needed what they had. I went to my father-inlaw and asked him how to get it. I wanted the
baptism in the Holy Spirit. As he prayed with
me that night, the power of God came upon me
and I prayed in tongues.

After reminiscing on my past, I see clearly that the miracles on the train do not compare with the miracle God did in
my heart. When He saved me and baptized me in the Holy
Spirit. I truly became a new creation. There is no
“Confessing greater miracle than that. Have you asked Him to
become your Lord yet? The greatest of miracles
Jesus as
will only be the beginning of miracles in your own
Lord, and life.

actually
coming to
the point of
a personal
walk with
Him, are
two different
things.”

One day in I980, I arrived at work after learning that my dad was dying in the hospital. Even
though I had started work, I couldn't fight off the
overwhelming urge to go to him immediately. I
got a replacement and left for the hospital. I guess if the
Lord can use a donkey, He can even use a sinner who
has no personal relationship with Jesus. That was how
He used me that day. Only by the intention of God was I
allowed to enter the ICU room. There, I told Dad about
the little paper, about Jesus Christ, and about how to receive Him as Lord and Savior. As we prayed together, I
watched the strain on his face turn into a peaceful glow
that is evident on the faces of those who are in the presence of the Lord. As I stood beside him, Dad left this life
and entered the next.

A few moments later, as my car roared up Highland
Springs Avenue, I cried out to God in a confusion bordering on anger. “God,” I cried, "why did You save him? He
never did anything for You! He wouldn't even give You
the time of day!” An audible voice spoke to me inside the
car. “I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy,” it
said. Only later did I learn that these words came from
the Bible.
All of that was in I980. How my life had changed in
four short years! I was then jerked back to the present.
Brakes had slowed the train to 40 mph. In a panic, the
second brakeman threw himself from the train. Later, I
learned that he was severely hurt. With a lump in my
throat, and my natural mind engulfed in fear, I placed my
hands on my face and leaned against the bulkhead. From
the depth of my spirit came calm faith-filled words, “God,
help us!”
The next thing I remember, I was finally stopping the
train more than one-half mile beyond the wreck. We had
hit the tanker, sliced right through it, and we were still
alive. Shaking, I looked back at the mass of smashed
metal on the tracks that had been the tanker. As fire
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trucks arrived, the firemen stood around in bewilderment. It
was impossible. All those fumes and gallons of fuel in the
bottom of the just-emptied jet fuel tanker should have ignited on impact. It was a physical law. But my God, the God of
nature and predictable laws, is also the God of miracles. He
had just performed one for me.

Darryl Smith, worked for the Southern Pacific Railroad. He
was promoted from fireman to engineer in 1979. He has
taught Bible studies at Oak Glen Correctional Center and
Twin Pines Youth Authority, and ministers to abused children
at Child Health U.S.A.)
This testimony by Darryl Smith appeared in the May-June
1987 issue of the Railroad Evangelist under the title “The
Most Important Miracle of All” that was reprinted courtesy of
the FGBMFI VOICE magazine Feb. 1987.
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Forward

by George Hackett
Washington, NJ

To the left is his father,
Lester Hackett who was
an engineer for the Central Railroad Company of
New Jersey.
As I approach 62 years
of age, my life is like a
speeding train, hurtling
towards some unknown
destination. I do not fear
the unknown destination
for I know that God is the
engineer. I’m concerned
with the speed of the train. With each passing year the
train picks up momentum. Days and weeks ﬂy by like
passing stations, so much to do, places to see and
goals to be met, so little time. Alas, I must not dwell on
passing time; longevity is not
achieved by watching the clock. I
must focus on every hour, enjoy
every day, savor the joy of family
and friends, marvel at the change
of seasons and time will pass more
slowly. I need to treat time as an
asset, not as an adversary, and
then that speeding train will lose it
momentum.
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Rail Fan & Model Railroader

by Rev. Stephen R. Seidler
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Tribute to Jerry Waldrop “the train guy”

O

ne of my dear local, railroad buddies, passed away and
his funeral was August 23rd. l was able to attend and
minister to the family. Jerry Waldrop was considered by everyone in town to be the “train guy." He was the epitome of
your super rail fan and model
railroader. Jerry was a draftsman by trade and worked for
the Owatonna Tool Company
- owned and operated by Rueben and Buzz Kaplan. Buzz
built a Wings of Fame Museum
in Owatonna and placed one
of Casey Jones’ locomotives in
front of the museum with an
Illinois Central caboose behind
it. That locomotive was used
by Casey to take passengers
to the Columbian Exposition in
Chicago. Buzz also funded the
locating of the lost squadron of
P-38s that disappeared during
World War ll in Greenland.
When found, they were under
240 feet of ice, so Buzz drilled a hole and the plane was disassembled, brought to the surface, and restored. This particular P-38 was named “Glacier Girl” and now ﬂies for the Kentucky Confederate Air Force.
Back to Jerry, who worked closely with the Kaplan Brothers to beneﬁt transportation interests in Owatonna. When
Buzz had the Owatonna Union Depot (Soo Line, Milwaukee,
Chicago Northwesten) moved to OTC land to preserve railroad heritage in Steele County, he left the freight depot behind. Jerry bought the derelict depot for $1 and with the help
of his daughter Michelle, disassembled it and moved it to his
backyard. lt became a landmark museum which has been
featured in books and several television specials out of the
Twin Cities. Located in Jerry’s basement, was Southern
Ridge Depot, a train store of unique quality. Jerry was the
A.C. Gilbert dealer for southern Minnesota and stocked everything American Flyer produced, along with many Erector
Set items and vehicles. On the wall of the depot, Jerry had
mounted 5 different diesel air horns, all connected to an air
compressor. (Jerry had very considerate neighbors in those
days.) The depot housed a fantastic collection of railroad
china from a variety of Midwestern railroads, along with signal equipment, furniture, and other items of special interest
to the rail fan purist. Jerry also owned a maintenance-of-way
Fairmont speeder that operated on rails in the area. He and
his wife Ardie, rode that speeder, along with a caravan of
speeders, all the way to Vancouver B.C. He took local dignitaries on the ride of their lives, memorable in so many “ridin’
the rails" nostalgia thoughts. I got to know Jerry when l
moved to Owatonna in 2003 and sought out the local American Flyer dealer. We spent many hours in his shop and in
the depot. Often, Jerry and his daughter Michelle, would
dress in white Pullman dinner jackets and serve friends and
neighbors at a cook-out. Dinner was always marked with
chimes played on the diner car handheld bells. ln later years,
Jerry’s health failed due to drinking and smoking at an earlier
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age. Jerry was the ﬁrst to admit he blamed no one but himself.
I would visit and we spent hours talking while his wife served
sandwiches and iced tea. He made sure l brought along the
latest copy of ALL ABOARD. Through its pages, we discussed
eternity - riding the rails to heaven or hell. Jerry was a dedicated
Lutheran, but listened to the
Gospel. When he was placed in
a care facility after his wife’s
death a year ago, I paid Jerry a
visit almost weekly. He would
ask if l brought along the latest
copy of ALL ABOARD. lt was
always laid out for others to read
and his family was so appreciative of my personal interest. l
never heard an actual confession from him, but it came out at
his funeral that within the past
few weeks he had presented the
Gospel to one of his favorite
granddaughters since he wanted
her to meet him in heaven. l will
miss Jerry, but l trust he is in heaven playing with God’s trains.
The funeral was a great testimony to Jerry’s love for trains,
his family, and life itself. The casket was decorated with one of
the most spectacular ﬂoral displays l have ever seen. Klecker, a
local decorator, had taken many of Jerry’s American Flyer
trains, a switch stand, several different lanterns, and other RR
memorabilia and wove them into a very ﬁtting display, which
even lit up when plugged in. The family all wore denim RR hats
during the service while two of his favorite songs were sung: “I
Come to the Garden Alone" and “How Great Thou Art.” The
family related the fact that Jeny was singing both songs within
days of his passing, and he did not have a singing voice. I was
able to comfort the family, especially Michelle, but sharing a
verse that Jerry and l often discussed when we met. I reminded
them that in Isaiah 6, God is High, Mighty and Lifted up, and
His train ﬁlls the temple. So, maybe Jerry is now in that temple
playing with God’s trains. Later in that Isaiah passage, it mentions smoke ﬁlls the house, which is a tribute to Jerry's love for
steam engines, especially the miniature American Flyer ones.
One of the individuals that paid tribute to Jerry Waldrop was a
well-respected local businessman, publisher and editor, Todd
Hale. Back in 1999, Jerry took Todd for a ride on his Fairmont
speeder over the Boone Iowa Scenic Railroad and the open car
really unnerved Todd. Jerry had told him about ALL ABOARD,
so I was able to present the Gospel to Todd, and in Jerry's honor, present him with the two latest issues of our REA magazine. I pray that our message will be expanded through Todd.
God placed me in the right place at the right time, even though
it was not in Carlisle PA. l do not know what will happen to Jerry's extensive railroad collection, but l implored Michelle to try
and keep it intact somehow in Owatonna.
The cover of the funeral bulletin contained a poem/song
printed on page 10, a set of rails headed into a sunset at Jerry’s
hometown of Hanlontown, lowa. The family gave permission for
us to print it in the magazine, as a tribute to Jerry and the power of our magazine in one railroader’s life.

The Railroad Evangelist

BOARD THESE 6 BEAUTIFUL TRAINS IN OREGON FOR AN
UNFORGETTABLE EXPERIENCE BY TESSA METCALF
Back in the day, Oregonians relied on trains and horses to get from place to place. Replaced by more efficient modes
of transportation, Oregon’s passenger trains have mostly become a thing of the past. These six trains and railroads offer incredible excursions on beautiful, historic trains. With amazing scenery, awe-inspiring history and holiday excursions, these are
six beautiful trains that will take you on an unforgettable adventure. Go to: www.onlyinyourstate.com/oregon/oregon-trains
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REA National Convention August 20-24, 2018 attendees

Beginning to left to right are Mick & Lee Achor, FIRST TIME to REA. Lee is the daughter of
our REA President, Allan Carpenter. The “REA Hallelujah Singers” are Eva Bliss, Beverly
Salloum, Dr. Ben Salloum and Jim Bliss. On Bicycle is Richard Maccarsey who rode his bike
320 miles, one way to be at REA! Second year in a row! Rev. Alan Harkey wearing his personalized poly shirt that was a gift for everyone attending this years REA playing the piano also
addressing the conference. Below representing the Malaga chapter is Richard Maccarsey,
Susan Deane, Mary Clifton, Carol Clifton and Kay Reese. Representing the Alexandria
chapter is Jane Hessler, Juanita Thomas, Rev. Paul Campbell, Sally & Bryan Goodwin
and Holly Harris.
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The Railroad Evangelist

2018 REA Highlights
We had a wonderful time of
fellowship centered around
Christ and railroads!
At left is Rev. Paul Campbell,
REA National Chaplain and
emcee. He is holding Railroad
Pete, a teddy bear that was
given to him many years ago
by Esther Peterson, former
editor of the Railroad Evangelist magazine.
Next is Ben Salloum, who did
an incredible job filling in for
his mother on Testimony &
Talent night. Ben shared of
Gods mercy and grace after
he was hit by a drunk driver.
Brother Arulraj from Chennai, India, his eleventh year
with us at REA introduces the
video of the Christ Harkey’s
family visit to India in July.
To the right is when we all
had a great time of fellowship
as we shared a meal together. The food, Buffet style was
once again superb!
Lower right is the most magnificent and incredibly talented Salloum family. On left,
their son, Dr. Ben, Rev.
Magead, Beverly and their
grandson Ben.
Below, is our group wearing
their personalized REA/RH
America poly shirts provided
by our brothers and sister in
India as a special gift to us
this year expressing their
gratefulness to REA who
have been sending the Railroad Evangelist magazine to
them since 1967.
Praise be to our God of all
grace and mercy!

Fall 2018

Page 9

How to begin a REA

RailHope

Friends of REA is for those who are
incarcerated or confined to a facility
who receive REA’s Railroad Evangelist, “All Aboard!” and would like to
correspond with other REAers.
Please Note
Be patient in writing our railroad related
inmates. Be consistent in writing to them
as they need our encouragement, prayers
and support. Mail your letters direct to
them. If your letters are returned, there is
probably no use in re-sending them as
addresses change without getting new
ones. REMEMBER, do not use address
labels or REA stickers on envelopes unless you have the inmates say it is okay.
Jeremy Neff
1015 Commerce Ave.
Vero Beach, FL 32960
Michael Behn # 292354
PO Box 861
Trenton, NJ 08625
Richard F. Bryant #262261-G1-121-S
Dade Correctional Institution
19000 SW 377th Street
Florida City, FL 33034
Jay E. Glenewinkel #56817-280
FCI
PO Box 5000
Oakdale, LA 71463
Carl Sonne #77049 NCF
138 E. Milan Road
Berlin, NH 03570
David A. Meeks Larson 2 North
Logansport State Hospital
1098 South State Rd 25
Logansport, IN 46947
Harold Rector c/o Linda Watts
4816 Dayton Blvd. Apt. #5
Chattanooga, TN 37415
Justino A. Santana, Jr #S07551, A2-113L
Franklin Correctional Institution
1760 Hwy 67 North
Carrabelle, FL 32322
Donald Sprinkle 0-P 27187 A2114V
New River Correctional Institution
PO Box 900
Railford, FL 32083
Scott Driver J06161
Holmes Correctional Institution
3142 Thomas Dr.
Bonifay, FL 32425
Bryan Rutkosky E54885
New River Correctional Institution
PO Box 900
Railford, FL 32083

Further information contact:
Rev. Steve Seidler
22 Joyce Street
Stafford, VA 22556
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Fellowship

Beginning a REA/RH Fellowship can be quite simple. Find two or three (or
more) people of like mind
who love the Lord and railroading. We suggest you
can gather once a month or
as often as you like. Meet
for coffee or over a meal at
a restaurant, or someone's
home for a time of prayer,
share a devotional or scripture and discuss how your
Fellowship can be more effective in reaching out to the
Railroad Community in your
area with the Gospel. You
can structure the Fellowship
to what fits your situation
best. REA will do all we can
to assist you.
For further information
contact the editor at:
rrjoe@comcast.net or write
REA PO Bix 5026,
Vancouver, WA 98661

N.A.R.V.R.E.

National Association of Retired and
Veteran Railroad Employees
Since 1937 NARVRE has worked to help
protect the Railroad Retirement Act. To find
out more about NARVRE you can call them
toll free at 1-800-551-2588 or their web page
at www.narvre.info

New for REA!

Thanks to Donald Howell, Director of
Development and Ministry Advancement
for REA has made available very nice
embroidered REA logo on either a blue
or pink polo shirt.
For size, color choice and price
(very reasonable) contact Don
Howell via telephone or e-mail.
703-988-1966
RailHopeAmerica@gmail.com
(soon to be available online)

> Did you know that Dolphins are so
smart that within a few days of captivity, they can train people to stand on
the very edge of the pool and threw
them fish.
> How is it that it takes just one carless match to start a forest fire, but it
take a whole box to start a campfire?
> To steal and ideas from one person
is plagiarism but to steal from many is
research.
> If I agree with you, we would both
be wrong.
> Technically, Moses was the first
person with a tablet downloading
data from the cloud.
> Well, I’ve finally reach the wonder
years….Wonder where my car is
parked? Wonder where I left my
phone? Wonder what day it is?
> I am one step away of being rich,
all I need now is money.

“A cheerful heart
does good like a medicine”
Proverbs 17:22 - Living Bible

People get ready
There’s a train
a comin’
You don't need
no baggage
You just get
on board
All you need is faith
To hear the diesel comin’
Don’t need no ticket
You just thank the LORD
There ain't no hiding place
From the Kingdom's throne
There’s a train comin’ people
Just get on board.
Songwriter: Curtis Mayfield

The Railroad Evangelist

Nearly every child loves
trains, especially “Thomas
the Tank Engine”.

Some years ago Wally Post built this children's
train that he used at Pequea Baptist Church.
Wally was the director of the bus ministry at
his church and reached out to the surrounding
communities in Lancaster, Pennsylvania.
The train is now a “Fallen Flag” but during it’s
day it made a lot of children happy to be able
to ride it. Way to go Wally!

REA

“Train up a
child in the
way he should
go, and when
he is old he
will not depart from it.”
Proverbs 22:6

We at want to invite you
and encourage you to
investigate the “Worlds
Greatest Hobby” The
world of Model Railroading.
Model Railroading is not
only a lot of fun but you
can learn and meet new
friends when you get involved.
A number of ways to
begin is to visit a local Hobby Shop that sells model
trains and you can find out where and when other
Model Railroaders meet and have displays open to
the public.
There are many Model Railroading web sites as well
but a good place to begin is going to
www.GreatestHobby.com
If you are already a Model Railroader let us hear from
you and maybe we can do a story in this publication
so you can share your layout with others around the
world!
Write: REA

PO Box 5026
Vancouver, WA. 98668

Below is a photo of the same train engine but in
different scales or sizes. From the smallest to the
largest is”
Z 2 3/4” N 3 3/4” HO 7” S 9 3/8” O 12 1/2”
Large Scale at 20 3/8”

Good old fashion “Train Pull”, wow, never seen that before! College students competing to see if they can pull
the train engine 50 yards at the Spencer, Indiana shops.
Photo by Joe Burkel.
Sent in by REA member Richard Maccarsey.
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Jesus said,

“I am the way, the truth and the life.
No one comes to the Father except through Me”.
John 14:6

Begin planning to attend the 78th National
Railroad Evangelistic Association
Convention - Everyone is Welcome!

August 20– 24, 2019

Located in the peaceful hills of Pennsylvania at the

Bongiorno Conference Center
430 Union Hall Road Carlisle, PA 17013

Room rate for the week - including meals & tax:
Double occupancy....$330.00 (each)
Single occupancy….$365.00
Three or more in a room….$295.00 (each)????
Children 5-12 years old $165.00
Children 13-17 years old $225.00
NOTE: All Conference fees must be paid no later than
JULY 24, 2019 to our REA Registrar. Thank you!
REGISTRATION: Receive name tag and room key is on
Monday August 20th from 4-5 PM. Dinner at 5:00 PM.

REA Registrar
Mrs. Beverly Salloum
720 W. Thomas Street
Rome, NY 13440
(315) 368-8612 (cell - prefers texting)
E-mail: rev.salloum@gmail.com
NOTE:
Day guests $15.00 plus any meals

AREA ATTRACTIONS

- Getting on the right track GOD LOVES YOU! That is a fact (John 3:16). Someone once said
that “God loves you just the way you are but He loves you too much to
leave you that way!” God is offering you a bran new life and this new
life begins by being “Born again” into His family, (John 1:12,13, & 3:57), one of “righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit”,
(Romans 14:17).
1. Righteousness: You not only become in right standing with God
with all your sins forgiven and forgotten but you “become the righteousness of God in Him”. (2 Corinthians 5:21)
2. Peace: “Therefore having been justified by faith, we have peace
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.” Being “justified” means
‘just-if-I’d-never-sinned’. WOW! Peace with God!
3. Joy: Jesus said, “If you keep My commandments, you will abide
in My love, just as I have kept My Father’s commandments and
abide in His love. These things I have spoken to you, that My joy
may remain in you, and that your joy may be full. This is My commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.”
4. Holy Spirit: The Bible says, speaking of Jesus, “He will baptize
you with the Holy Spirit and fire.” (Matthew 3:11) When we receive
Jesus Christ as our Savior and Lord, not only are all our sins forgiven
but He will empower you to live the Christian life.
You can use the following prayer as a model and make it you own, or
you can use your own words, God see’s the intend of your heart.
“God, be merciful to me a sinner. I repent and renounce all my sins,
both know and hidden. I ask you Lord Jesus to forgive me, come into
my life, make yourself real to me, fill me with your Holy Spirit to help
and empower me to live for You all the days of my life, in Jesus name.
Amen!

Located within driving distance is:

>NEW! MUSEUM of the BIBLE. Washington DC.
>Historic Carlisle - US Army War College - 15 minutes.
>Gettysburg - About a 30 minute drive.
>Hershey - About a 45 minute drive.
>Strasburg RR community - A little over an hour drive.
>Sight & Sound Theater in Lancaster - A little over an hour.
>The heart of the Amish in Lancaster - A little over an hour.
>National Civil War Museum - Harrisburg - About 30
minutes.
>Washington D.C. - About 2 1/2 hour drive.
>Valley Forge / Philadelphia - About 3 hours
-PLUS A WHOLE LOT MORE! -
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FACT

FAITH

FEELING

------------------------------------- As illustrated by the train graphic above representing you have placed

your faith (trust, confidence) in what Jesus has done for you, fact, on
the cross according to the Bible, the Word of God.
Our salvation is not based on the way we feel but in the fact that our
faith is founded in the word of God. But Jesus did say, “If you abide in
Me, and My words abide in you, you will ask what you desire, and it
shall be done for you...These things I have spoken to you, that My joy
May remain in you, and that your joy may be full.” (John 15:7&11).
For further help and free Bible Studies go to www.PTL.org (Pocket
Testament League) or write us for our “Switching” brochure.

The Railroad Evangelist

“Well done, good and faithful servant . . . enter into the joy of the Lord”
For a donation of any amount to the Cross Over Memorial page is a place where both God and your loved ones will be remembered and honored as it will
help REA to continue publishing the Good News of Jesus Christ to the worldwide railroad community through the Railroad Evangelist magazine.

“Weeping may endure for a night, but joy comes in the morning.” Psalm 30:5

Harry Hassler by REA Malaga Chapter

Carl Cook by REA Malaga Chapter

Juanita Wanda Bragg went home to be with the Lord on July
25, 2018. Juanita along with her husband Norton were long
time members of REA who faithfully attended and generously
gave to the work of REA. She will ne greatly missed by her
family, four daughters and one son and many friends. She lived
right across the street from her church, the Del Ray Methodist
Church where REA also held their monthly meeting. Service
officiated by Rev. Paul Campbell.
Carl Cook went home to be with the Lord
suddenly at his home on June 3, 2018.
Carl was the truck stop Chaplain at the
truck stop in Green Castle, Pennsylvania.
Carl loved coming to the REA Conventions. He and his ministry as a Chaplain
to the truckers will be missed by many.
Brother Paul Campbell, Brother Arulraj
and Holly Harris stand in from of the
truckers chapel where Carl ministered on Highway 81.
Vern Smith went home to be with the Lord on July 31, 2018.
Vern worked for BNSF and retired as an engineer after 43
years of service. See page 15.
A bell is not a bell until it is rung,
A song isn’t a song until it is sung,
Love isn’t love until it is given away.
Rev. Paul Campbell

Dear Pastor Seidler, (All Aboard! Model & Rail Fan editor)
I’ve been well blessed to be removed to a new location called,
New River.
I am equally blessed to be in a dorm with another REA’er by
the name of Donald. We talk about you and the incredible
model making skills as he showed me an issue I had missed
on my move. We are still amazed by thee detail work of that
train depot, (on back of Summer 2018).
On a side note, I was recently admitted into the Gavel Club, (a program of the
Toastmasters) and to my surprise was elected to be Vice President of Public Relations. This made me an official member in charge of our monthly newsletter;
“United Minds Times”. I am getting an idea of what you are doing for the “All
Aboard!” magazine. What an opportunity to truly influence the lives of men. I have
received permission to reprint the testimony on page 4 of the Spring 2018 issue of
“All Aboard!”, “On Track with God” as I feel it will be an inspiration to my fellow
inmates.
I really appreciate how you have not forgotten these inmates and how your ministry is reaching us behind bars. One issue in a room of 70 men gets read a lot!
Blessings to you all,
Bryan Rutkosky
Railford, Florida (See page 10 for address)

Growing Pains
By Shirley Brown Zurek
REA member

Life seemed quite simple when I was small
Days ﬁlled with fun; no problems at all.
Then it seemed as I lost the childish urge
Strange feelings within me began to surge.
The scales of innocence fell from my eyes
And I opened them in shock and surprise.
A fact of life l was forced to face:
The world is not always a lovely place.
Suddenly my idol and most adored ideal
Seemed somehow so human and very real.
Oh, it hurt as I looked at my idol again,
Could this be known as a "growing pain?"
Though loving hands kept me ever from harm
I now viewed the world I knew with alarm.
Prejudice and injustice I found to exist,
Danger and temptation were there to resist.
Now I'd had a fracture, measles, and mumps,
My share of scrapes and bruises and bumps.
With the usual mishaps I'd known about pain
But this lingering ache l could not explain.
And now as the mysteries of life unfold
The pain grows less, or am I growing cold?
Growing in knowledge, the hurt remains
While I seek a cure for "growing pains."
As the world offers its charms and delights '
I behold its wonders and its sordid sights,
And seek not self alone but to know the Creator
For creature or Maker — which is greater?
Then the answer comes through an inner voice
“Growing up involves guidance and choice.
Life need not become a hollow question mark
Life can be abundant or just a careless lark
“Seek not in life to escape from all pain,
Without some suffering, there‘ can be no gain.
Patience, my child, be still and know. . .
Cast your care upon Me and you shall grow!"

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll
Life’s Journey

Life is like a journey, taken on a train, with a pair of travelers at each window pain;
I may sit beside you the whole journey through, or I may be seated elsewhere, never knowing you;
but if fate should place me to sit at your side, Let’s be pleasant travelers, it’s so short a ride.
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International
Railway Missions
Chris Harkey, great grandson of Luther S. Harkey, founder of
the Railroad Evangelistic Association had an incredible adventure when he and his wife Hope and daughter Ella Mae visited
India this past July 2018. (See Summer 2018 for details)

Dear brothers and sisters of RailHope America!
Greetings in the most precious name Jesus Christ! RailHope
is good news! Founded in 1926, the ‘International Railway
Mission’ (IRM) connects RailHope Associations and Christian
rail personnel all over the world.
Why do we call our national associations RailHope? Many
countries have advanced and complex rail and transport public systems, and the word ‘Rail’ in RailHope gives the impression of a rail network, with different branches and lines.

In Chennai, India from left to right is International Railroad Evangelist,
Arulraj, Station Manager at Chennai Egmore Railway Station with
Chris, Ella Mae and wife Hope.

The word ‘Hope’ represents the open arms of a living, loving
hope. This ‘living hope’ doesn’t want to stay by itself. Living
hope is founded in a relationship with God; this hope is share
through the words and deeds of those who know Him.
Between the words Rail and Hope is the Cross. The cross
reminds us, we don’t have to sacrifice any offerings to satisfy
God. God himself came to earth in His only begotten Son, to
lay down his life for you and me at the cross. So at the centre
of “RailHope” is Jesus Christ.
The apostle Paul, a follower of Jesus, describes this universal
incident as follows:
‘For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and
all are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. God presented Christ as a
sacrifice of atonement, through the shedding of his
blood—to be received by faith.’ The Bible – Romans 3:23
-25

At the Railway Station at Chennai Central. Chris Harkey was also
nominated to the position of 2nd Vice President at the last REA Convention held in August 2018, which he accepted. We know his great,
great grandfather would be so very proud of him! Just as we are to
have him on board! Below is the Harkey family on the train with Dr.
Satyababu of Indian Railways.

I wish you very inspiring and encouraging convention 2018 in
Carlisle (PA). With Don Howell (IRM Representative) we have
an excellent partner between RailHope America and IRM. He
can take some print media like IRM-Calendars 2019 and the
brand-new magazine “RailHope International” to US. We hope
you find reading this RailHope magazine an inspiring experience. In this magazine you will find encouraging stories of
railway people from all over the world. Every story shows the
power of the living hope, which has the power to transform
wrong thinking and acting or to bring relief from destructive
addictions.
IRM holds regular international conferences and meetings.
Our main topic is ‘God at work’. See more on www.railwaymission.net for the next IRM-Conference 2019 in Lunteren,
Netherlands.
God bless you all!

“Your
word is a
lamp to my
feet and a
light to my
path.”
Psalm 119:106
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Ulrich Berger, IRM President and locomotive engineer (SBB)
International Railway Missions 2019 Conference
will be held in the heart of Holland in Lunteren,
Friday August 2, until Friday August 9, 2019.
For more information contact Donald Howell, REA
Representative for IRM at: RailHopeAmerica@gmail.com

The Railroad Evangelist

M

y editorial is dedicated to my friend
Vern Smith, a true solider of the
cross who went home to be with his Lord
and Savior on July 31, 2018. Vern was a
Burlington Northern Santa Fe engineer
who retired after 44 yeas of service.

an unending love of God. His loyalty
and unconditional love for his family assured them that mistakes would always
be forgiven, his humor and character
lives on in the hearts of all that loved
him.

Vern was co-founder of Shared Hope
Vern loved to worship with the worship
International with his wife Linda and the
team and took great delight in leading his
founding member of the Defenders USA.
church family in worship at New Life
A ministry that he had built to improve
Friends Church, (Vancouver, WA). He
was a mentor of men and an exam- Vern Smith May 1949 - July 2018 and save the lives of trafficked women and chilple of what
dren in the
a man
United States
should be.
and around
He took
the world.
great joy in
caring for
I had the
other peoprivilege in
ple where
being called
they were.
to his house
Although
just a few
small in
days before
stature, he
he died of
was a titan
pancreatic
in character
cancer. His
uncomprowife Linda
mising in
told me that
what he
Vern wasn’t
believed.
responding,
He instilled
the
only thing
in his family
he would respond to was worship.
As his long time friend and prayer
The DEFENDERS
partner, Mark Kelly, played his key
board at the foot of Vern's bed I sat
Vern Smith, Founder of The Defendnext to Vern holding his hand and
ers challenging men to take the Dewe worshipped the Lord together.
fenders pledge:
1. I will not purchase or participate in
I could hear Vern singing, “Surely
pornography, prostitution or any form
the presents of the Lord is in this
of commercial sex industry.
place,” it was a holy and precious
2. I will hold my friends accountable
time as the sweet and gentle tangifor their actions towards women and
ble presence of God filled his room.
children.
Before I left that morning, I gentle
3. I will take immediate action to prosqueezed Vern's hand and said, “I’ll
tect those I love from this destructive
see you later Vern.”
market.
I thought for sure I saw a faint
The Defenders is a ministry of Shared
Hope International. There are over 4,200
smile and nod of the head.
men who have taken the pledge thus far
For all our brothers and sisters
in the USA. For more information conreading this, “we’ll see you late
tact:
Vern”.
www.DefendersUSA.org
Vern & Linda Smith
- Joe Spooner
(360) 639-8100

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll
Publication Guidelines for the Railroad Evangelist magazine

We are always looking for original railroad related photos, drawings and stories, articles, personal testimonies (300 - 800 words) or poems that
would be of a spiritual interest to our readers of the Railroad Evangelist magazine. Currently the Railroad Evangelist magazine is published
three times a year. Material received will be returned upon request. For further information or questions contact the editor.

Fall 2018

Page 15

Local Contact:

A proposed name for the merger
was "The Great Northern, Pacific
and Burlington lines". As the financial situation of American railroading
continued to decline through the
1960s, forcing restructuring across
the country, the Burlington Railroad
merged with the Great Northern,
Northern Pacific, and the Spokane,
Portland and Seattle railroads on
March 2, 1970 to form the Burlington
Northern Railroad which later became the Burlington Northern Santa
Fe Railroad. - Wikipedia.org
BNSF operates one of the largest
freight railroad networks in North
America, with 32,500 miles of rail
across the western two-thirds of the
United States.

The Burlington railroad was
owned by the Great Northern and
Northern Pacific railroads. As early
as 1960 the three railroads were
planning on merging into one.

After the Second World War, the
CB&Q had overworked steam locomotives in a fleet which it was beginning to convert to diesel engines.
The company rapidly expanded its
diesel program and slowly took
steam locomotives out of service.

The magnificent illustration to the
right depicts the long heritage of the
Burlington Route Railway. The
graphic was from a December 1964
Burlington Route calendar.
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