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The Railroad Evangelistic
Association exists to proclaim the
Good News of Jesus Christ to the
entire railroad community
worldwide and to promote mutual
Christian fellowship among, though
not limited to, those of the railroad
industry, the model railroad hobbyists and the rail fan enthusiasts.
WE BELIEVE
1. We believe in the Scripture of the Old and New
Testaments as verbally inspired by God, and
inerrant in the original writings. They are the
supreme and final authority in faith and life.
2. We believe in one God eternally existing in three
persons: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
3. We believe that Jesus Christ was begotten by
the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, and is true
God and true Man.
4. We believe that man was created in the image
of God: that he sinned, and thereby incurred, not
only physical death, but also Spiritual death which
is separation from God. All human beings are
born with a sinful nature, and in the case of those
who reach moral responsibility become sinners in
thought, word, and deed.
5. We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ died for
our sins according to the Scriptures, as a
representative and substitutionary sacrifice. In
addition that all who believe in Him are justified on
the ground of His shed Blood.
6. We believe in the resurrection of the crucified
Body of our Lord, in His Ascension into Heaven
and in His present life there for us, as High Priest
and Advocate.
7. We believe in "that blessed hope," the personal,
premillennial, and imminent return of our Lord and
Savior, Jesus Christ.
8. We believe that all who receive by faith the Lord
Jesus Christ are born again of the Holy Spirit and
thereby become children of God.
9. We believe in the bodily resurrection of the just
and unjust, the everlasting blessedness of the
saved, and the everlasting, conscious punishment
of the lost.
- The Railroad Evangelistic Association
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COVER Photo: Southbound NS #9342 at mile post 46 crossing Main Street in Boyce, Virginia. The depot, now the Railway Mail Library, is at the left of the engineer.
Photo by Curtis Andersen
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The Secret to Happiness
In these times, people are hurting. They are looking for answers. People do not want
to be lonely, unappreciated, depressed, or unloved. All too often, when we get into our
own selfish everyday grind, we forget about others. There are people all around you that
need you to minister to them. They are observing you, even when you are not aware.
They watch how you act, what you say, how you react, and how you carry yourself. Do
Ben Salloum
they want what you have? Are you a good witness? You cannot expect someone else to
REA President
minister to them. You are charged with being an ambassador of Christ. Matthew 5:16
KJV, “Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father in
heaven.” When going about your day, ask yourself if the way you are acting will interfere with the observer’s
relationship with Christ or will it draw them closer. I would not want the responsibility of interfering.
Galatians 5:22-23 KJV, “The fruit of the spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness,
faith, meekness, temperance: against such there is no law.” If we have Christ in us then we should be happy, full of love, patient, kind, and have good self -control. The answer to happiness is to let Christ in. He can
bring happiness, true love, and peace into your life. There is nothing in this world that can or will take His place.
Do you want deep rooted happiness? Seek Jesus.
You cannot change or control certain circumstances, but you can change how you react to them. Let us be good
witnesses wherever we are. We do not have to preach from a pulpit to be a good witness. Learn to forgive. No
one is better than the other. Christ died for us all and loves each of us the same.
(Continued on page 11)
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Membership in the Railroad Evangelistic Association is
open to all who have a desire to reach the entire railroad community worldwide with the Good News of Jesus Christ. For $15.00 you will receive your REA Annual membership card ($5.00) and a one year subscription ($10.00 - 3 issues) to the RAILROAD EVANGELIST
magazine. REA has no paid staff, all proceeds go to
printing and mailing the Good News. Thank you.

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP IN REA
Please check the appropriate box.
Your membership, subscriptions and tax deductible donations are
greatly appreciated, as they are the only means we have to continue
publishing and proclaiming the Good News of Jesus Christ to the
entire railroad community worldwide through the Railroad Evangelist
magazine. Your financial gifts underwrite the cost and make it possible for us to send the Railroad Evangelist magazine out individually
and in bulk supply as our home and missionary outreach. We thank
God for each and every one of you who have joined with this railroad
literature evangelistic ministry with your prayers and finances.
We pray and trust God will abundantly bless you for your sacrificial
giving as He “is able to make all grace abound towards you, that
you, always having all sufficiency in all things, have an abundance for every good work.”
2 Corinthians 9:8

“A LITTLE IS A LOT WHEN GOD IS IN IT”
Luke 9:12-17

Fall 2013

I am an active railroad employee.
I am a former/retired railroad employee.
My spouse is/was an active/former/retired
railroad employee.
I am a model railroad hobbyist.
I am a rail fan enthusiast.
My interest in REA is _______________________
Sending $5.00 for REA membership for one year.
Sending $10.00 for a one year subscription.
I would like to make a donation._____________
How did you learn of REA?___________________
__________________________________________
Please cut, photocopy or send appropriate information pertaining to the
above application form and mail it to:
REA
PO Box 5026
Vancouver, WA 98668
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RAIL FAN & the MODEL Railroader

by Rev. Stephen R. Seidler

TELEGRAPH and TELE-THE-GOOD NEWS
The telegraph, telephone, telecommunications and telling someone about the Good News of the Gospel of the LORD
Jesus Christ are all ear-marks of the character of REA Member Curtis Anderson, Colonial Heights, Virginia. Curtis is
actively involved at Trinity United Methodist Church in Petersburg VA. The church is host to the Petersburg Museum of
Technology. Curtis is an active ham radio operator (“curt”), a historian at the Virginia Telephone Museum, and the key
sponsor of THE GOSPEL TRAIN WEBCAST. To fulfill the Great Commission as commanded by Jesus Christ, they use
websites, web cast, podcast, graphics, text, audio, video, and multimedia presentations. This presents the Gospel to
children of all ages using a train theme. They currently host the program at Trinity Church in historic downtown Petersburg. If someone contacts the church office, a FREE copy of our ALL ABOARD Magazine will be sent.
The Gospel Train presents the Gospel in a most unusual way; by using bluegrass and other types of music and video
with a train theme. They put the “steam” to the wheels and travel on this exciting and rewarding journey. You can ride
along with them and the engineer – getting down where the wheels meet the rail. Hang on as they cross over rivers and
streams, as they are “strainin’ ev’ry nerve.” “The fare is cheap and all can go; the rich and poor are there; NO second
class aboard this train; NO difference in the fare.”
See: www.wcast.info or www.wcast.info/getonboard or
www.curtis.anderson.name or www.calink.us. You may need the http:// prefix.
Curtis Anderson was born in 1948 along the Atlantic
Coast Line’s railroad station in Petersburg, Virginia, son
to a truck driver with a talent to sing. His home was near
a Bible-believing church and a TV repair shop. His father’s job required him to have a telephone, so Curtis had
that at home. He grew up enjoying and taking a great
interest in electronics. At age 6, Curtis won a Kodak
black/white camera at a local fair, and his life’s destination
was already coming together. By the 7th grade, his teacher was so impressed with a working crystal radio he had
built inside a wooden match box that she let his classmates come over by the radiator to listen using an earphone and a ground connection to the radiator. Later that
year he brought his Lionel transformer to class. He used
it to power a two-way telegraph set he built using wood,
tin, nails and doorbell wire. His teacher wisely suggested
he take typing in high school – a skill that proved most
beneficial later in working with computers.
While in elementary school, Curtis recalls going around
the neighborhood on trash day and bringing home old radios and TVs – repairing them on a workbench in his bedroom. He was to enter college on the heels of the vacuum
tube era as the transistor gained popularity. He learned
both technologies before entering his career field at a local
telephone company. His interest in electronics was not
fully satisfied, so he became a ham radio operator. He
taught classes in Morse Code until the Computer Age
emerged. He connected an old teletype machine to his
ham station and later to his home computer – long before
most people ever knew the meaning of the term “e-mail” or
“text messaging.”
The Trinity Church hosted an Open House, ‘What Hath God Wrought” in April 2013. Prior to April 3 & 7, 1865 – when
President Abraham Lincoln visited Petersburg – he kept in touch by sending and receiving messages on events of the day. As you
can see here, President “Abe” Lincoln was “texting” long before it became so popular.
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Curtis expanded his knowledge in photography with the advent of digital cameras and camcorders. Now he can get on
the internet and design personal websites. Smart phones and tablets followed suit. While much has changed in the
electronics field over the years, Curtis holds onto his knowledge and skills in all technologies. He keeps up his telegraph
speed, while building and restoring vacuum tube devices. He updates his websites using the latest tablets.

Curtis Andersen, Historian and TELEGRAPHER

Gospel Train is a-comin’ at Trinity Church

Curtis trusted Christ as his personal Savior at the age of twelve. He chose telecommunications as a career, but has
remained a rail fan to this current day. While electronics was his life’s ambition, trains were his first love. Curtis gives
tours at the Virginia Telephone Museum in Richmond; at the Petersburg Museum of Technology that houses a train station and telegraph office setting at the Trinity Church; supports the Railway Post Office Museum in Boyce, VA; and
through spreading the WORD aboard the Gospel Train at his church. Now retired, but not tired, Curtis serves Christ in
his church and community of Colonial Heights by speaking (Curtis considers it preaching) and giving museum tours to
share the relationship they all have on people’s lives..

Petersburg, VA. March 19, 2013 - 21st Century Steam Exclusion by Norfolk Southern RR, Tennessee Valley RR Museum
and the Fort Wayne RR Historical Society.

Fall 2013

Curtis testing a telephone circuit in 1972; testing a circuit in
2009; Curtis as Tour Guide; and the Main Entrance to the
Museum.
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A Railroad Evangelist Historic Testimony

HE WHISTLED WHILE HE WORKED
By Jimmy Radford Edited by Joe Spooner

The A.R. “Happy Dick” Brothers Story
Rockingham, North Carolina

First REA President from 1941 - 1946
I grew up in a Southern town among railroaders. In
our family there were a fireman and a conductor. Neighbors on all sides paid the rent and bought groceries with
railroad paychecks. Many times the brakeman next door
would drop in for a visit to talk “shop”.
Once the brakeman mentioned a railroader in Eastern
North Carolina. He was an engineer for Seaboard Airline
Railroad. He had become famous because he could play
music on his locomotive whistle, he was know as “Happy
Dick” Brothers.
I heard that he was in a nearby town so I hopped a
train and soon was telling the big 215 pound, six-footer
who I was. Mr. A.R. Brothers, for that’s his name, put out
his big hand, smiling. As he gave me a warm, steel grip
of a handshake.
Everywhere A.R. Brothers goes, railroaders ask about
his famous musical whistle. And in telling them the story,
he can’t help but tell about Jesus. For his tune earned

him the name ”Happy Dick”. He always played, “Happy
day, happy day, when Jesus washed my sins away” – a
portion of an old time gospel song.
I asked Mr. Brothers how he started playing “Happy
Day’ on his locomotive whistle. His main reason was
that he wanted to give his testimony for Jesus all along
the road. He explained further:
“You see, there are three types of whistles. The ‘boot’
whistle is the big long type on passenger locomotives.
Then there’s the ‘chime’ which has a combination of
sounds. And the other is the ‘standard’ type whistle,
which will blow four notes.” He paused, then explained
how he had practiced with the ‘standard’ whistle of his
locomotive. He finally became expert in making the four
notes say: “Happy day, happy day, when Jesus washed
my sins away.”
The engineer made the tune famous soon after he began running a freight train into Monroe, North Carolina.
He passed a little hospital just inside Monroe.

REA Photo File
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He felt sorry for the patients. They had to listen to
noisy trains all day and night so Mr. Brothers decided to
begin playing “Happy Day”.

Mr. Brothers sometimes played “Happy Day” for company officials. They came aboard his engine and asked to
hear the tune.

Mr. Brothers says he began singing “Happy Day” when
he was 33, that was when he received Jesus as his Savior and Lord into his heart.

Once a young man was born again because he heard
the tune from the locomotive whistle. He was going to
commit a crime. Suddenly he stopped. Not far away a
train was passing. The tune “Happy Day” floated to him.
Immediately he halted his act. Then he walked a mile to
the roundhouse to see the engineer. There Mr. Brothers
led him to Christ.

His Mother and Dad had told him of Christ, but he had
never listened. He though “religion” was silly. Before he
was out of school, he quit Sunday School and church. He
played football for money. He tried wrestling. Then he
decided he wanted to fire a big “iron horse”.
By 1917, Dick Brothers was an engineer. His Father,
then 72, lying on his deathbed, looked at his big son,
“God bless my boy,” he whispered. They were his last
words he spoke to his son.

The young man, like many others was saved because
an engineer had turned an ordinary locomotive whistle
into “the world’s largest musical instrument” and used it
for the Lord!

In Raleigh, a few days later, Mr. Brothers went to a
Gospel meeting. The preacher’s topic was, “I Have Five
Brothers.” At the close of the sermon, Dick Brothers accepted Christ as his personal Savior.
The engineer was a different
person after he accepted Jesus. He laid down a law on his
locomotive: “No cursing here.”
Once he stopped his engine to
put off a cursing conductor. The
other railroader was pretty angry.
But months later, when he was sick
at home, he called for Mr. Brothers
and said he was sorry. The Christian
railroader, during the visit, led the
conductor to Christ.
“Happy Dick” became a full-fledged
preacher when he was 43 years old. He had
gone to Bible school. Railroad men had helped
him by sending money. So after that, he spent almost as much time preaching the Gospel as he did running a locomotive. He had a letter from the railroad president who said it was all right to be off from work when he
wanted to.
“Happy Dick” hasn’t been heard much from engine
whistles since 1934. Too many railroad men tried to blow
it and made some rather sour tunes. So the company
told all engineers to stick to regular signals. But that didn’t kill the whistle. For until he quit the railroad,

Fall 2013

A.R. “Happy Dick” Brothers
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Paradise, Pennsylvania USA

Pennsylvania RR Museum at Strasburg, PA

More Convention photos on page 14

Fall 2013
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LETTERS
From our REA

MAIL BAG
PO Box 5026 Vancouver, WA 98668 E-mail: rrjoe@comcast.net
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REA,
I thoroughly enjoyed two of your articles in the Summer
2013 issue. They were "We Need the Fire" by Wilfred Moutoux
and "A String of Empties" by Yourself. The fire is gone from
many of our churches today and there are plenty of people just
putting in their time at church. Doing their duty so to speak, but
with no fruit to show for it. Many churches are just social clubs
competing for members. Keep up the good work on this publication.
Sincerely,
Paul Cockerham
Orchard Beach, MD
REA,
I am worn out from being so blessed at the REA convention.
Visiting the Strasburg Railroad was great but hot! I gave a
copy of “All Aboard!” to the man in the bookshop and he was
happy to receive it. We all had such a wonderful time. I don’t
know where I would be without you, Steve and REA!
Sincerely,
John Stewart
North St. Paul
MN
REA,
We had a wonderful experience at the REA Convention in Carlisle. The preaching, the music and fellowship were wonderful. It was indeed a taste of Heaven on Earth. It is always a
pleasure to make new Christian friends especially those with a
railroad background. Therefore I especially enjoyed meeting
Pastor Paul Campbell, Brother Allan Carpenter and BN Hogger
John. Pastors Campbell, Salloum, Arulraj, and Glass did a fine
job with their round table discussions .I though the round table
was a high point of the convention. am very excited about the
election of Dr. Benjamin Salloum as REA President and I pledge
to hold Ben up in prayer frequently.
Yours in Christ,
David Wiegand Jr.
Albuquerque, NM
REA,
Thank you for spreading the “Good News” in such a unique
way. Also, thank you for the stickers, my son James is a huge
rail fan!
Sincerely,
Ellen Gelking & son James
Burnsville, MN

“He is kind to the unthankful and evil.
Therefore be merciful, just as your Father
also is merciful.” Luke 6:35,36
Page 10

REA,
Sorry I was not able to make it to REA this year. So close
yet so far. Our eighth grandchild was born so we were
busy watching the other kids for Mom & Dad. In May we
did get to stay at The Station Inn Bed & Breakfast and
watched about 70 train a day pass by the front porch.
We visited Horseshoe curve and the Altoona Railroad
Museum. We also visited the Billy Graham Library in
North Carolina and I copied the “Salvation Poem” on the
back of my business card as it is a great witnessing tool
to lead others to the Lord. When I hand them out I say,
“there is no charge for my service”. Remember railroads
and Christianity have one thing in common, they both
believe they are the ultimate means of getting you to your
final destination.
God Bless,
Harry Hassler
Massapequa Park, NJ

The Salvation Poem
Jesus, You died upon the cross
And rose again to save the lost
Forgive me now of all my sins
Come be my Saviour, Lord, and Friend
Change my life and make it new
And help me, Lord, to live for you

-Romans 5:8
-John 3:16
-I John 1:9
-Romans 10:9
-2 Corinthians 5:17
-Colossians 2:6

Billy Graham Library Charlotte, North Carolina

Two first time new couple to REA convention. Left to right is;
Evelyn and James Bliss from Cleveland, New York and David
and Roselee Wiegand from Albuquerque, New Mexico.

N.A.R.V.R.E.
National Association of Retired and
Veteran Railroad Employees
Since 1937 NARVRE has worked to help protect the
Railroad Retirement Act. To find out more about
NARVRE you can call them tool free at 1-800-5512588. Next NARVRE Convention will be in May 2014
in Sacramento, California.
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> A few moments after the daughter
announced her engagement, her Father asked, "Does this fellow have
any money? The daughter shook her
head sadly. "Oh Daddy! You men are
all alike." Sighing deeply, she replied, "That's exactly what he asked
me about you."

International Railway Mission (IRM) is an interdenominational federation which connects Christian fellowships with railroadmen (and employees of
public transport companies) all over the world. Christians who work with the
railway (and other public transport companies) will be encouraged to start local or regional meetings and to form a national association.
IRM met in Hungry
in August 2013.
About 198 people
came to the Railway Missions Conference. For the first
time 10 delegates
from the Southern
Railway Employee
Prayer Fellowship
from India attended
IRM and established “Rail Hope of
India”. The next
IRM convention will
be in Germany
2016.

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll
The DEFENDERS
BNSF engineer Vern Smith, Founder of The Defenders” challenging men to take the Defenders pledge:
1. I will not purchase or participate in pornography, prostitution or any form of commercial sex industry.
2. I will hold my friends accountable for their actions towards women and children.
3. I will take immediate action to protect those I love from this destructive market.
The Defenders is a ministry of Shared Hope International. For more information contact:
www.DefendersUSA.org
(360) 639-8100

Continued from page 3
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The theme of this year’s awesome convention was Love. If you have the answer for a
hurting people then why not love them enough to share it and help them. 1 John 4:8
KJV, “..God is love”. I cannot wait to meet you at next year’s convention and hear
your testimonies, and better yet, meet the people who you witnessed to.

Fall 2013

WHY ???????????????????????
> Why do people order a double
cheeseburger, large fries, and a diet
coke?
> Why do banks leave the vault door
open and then chain the pens to the
counters?
> Why do we leave cars worth thousand of dollars in our driveways and
put our useless junk in the garage?
> Why don’t you ever see the headline “Psychic Wins Lottery?
> Why is the time of day with the
slowest traffic called rush hour?
> Why do they sterilize the needle for
lethal injections?
> Why didn’t Noah swat those two
mosquitoes?
> You know that indestructible black
box that is used on airplane? Why
don’t they make the whole plane out
of that stuff?
> Why is the man who invests all your
money called a broker?

“A cheerful heart
does good like a medicine”
Proverbs 17:22 - Living Bible
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Jesus
said...
“I AM the way, the truth and the life.
No one comes to the Father except
through Me.”
John 14:6
“I AM the light of the world. He who follows Me shall not walk in
darkness, but have the light of life.”
John 8:12
“I AM the bread of life. He who comes to Me shall never hunger,
and he who believes in Me shall never thirst.”
John 6:35
“I AM the door. If anyone enters by Me, he will be saved…”
John 10:9

Begin planning to attend the 73rd National
Railroad Evangelistic Association
Convention - Everyone is Welcome!
August 18-22, 2014
Located in the peaceful hills of Pennsylvania at the

“I AM the good shepherd. The good shepherd gives His life for the
sheep.”
John 10:11
“I AM the true vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me
and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing.”
John 15:5

Bongiorno Conference Center
430 Union Hall Road Carlisle, PA 17013

“I AM the resurrection and the life. He who believes in Me, though
he may die, he shall live. And whoever lives and believes in Me
shall never die. Do you believe this?.”
John 11:25,26

Room rate for the week - including meals & tax:
Double occupancy....$255.00 (each)
Single occupancy….$275.00
Three or more in a room….$235.00 (each)

Think about this for a moment; either Jesus was a complete
fool or He was in total deception, believing a lie, telling people
He was the only way to God. Or, He was who He said He was.

Please send in your $20.00 (non-refundable)
deposit as soon as possible to:
REA Registrar
Mrs. Beverly Salloum
720 W. Thomas Street
Rome, NY 13440
(315) 525-4787 (cell)
E-mail: revsalloum@cheerful.com
If at all possible please have your convention expense paid
in full two weeks prior to the convention. Thank you!
REGISTRATION to receive name tag and room key is on
Monday Sept 10th from 2-5 PM. Dinner at 5:00 PM.

AREA ATTRACTIONS
Located on the conference grounds: golf, tennis, basketball, hiking,
volleyball, playground equipment plus a whole lot of peace and
quiet and wonderful Christian fellowship.
Located within driving distance is:
>Historic Carlisle - US Army War College - 10 minutes.
>Gettysburg - About a 30 minute drive.
>Hershey - About a 45 minute drive.
>Strasburg RR community - A little over an hour drive.
>Sight & Sound Theater in Lancaster - A little over an hour.
>The heart of the Amish in Lancaster - A little over an hour.
>National Civil War Museum - Harrisburg - About 30 minutes.
>Washington D.C. - About 2 1/2 hour drive.
>Valley Forge / Philadelphia - About 3 hours

-PLUS A WHOLE LOT MORE! -

Fall 2013

“For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son,
that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. He who believes in Him is not condemned; but he who
does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.” John 2:16,18
“Most assuredly, I say to you, he who hears My words and believes
in Him who sent Me has everlasting life, and shall not come into
judgment, but has passed from death into life.”
John 5:24
“For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the
world, but that the world through Him might be saved.” John 3:17
The Bible says:
“If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins
and to clean us from all unrighteousness.”
I John 1:9
“That if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in
your heart that God raised Him form the dead, you will be saved.”
Romans 10:9
“God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son. He who
has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does
not have life.”
I John 5:11,12
“For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal Life in
Christ Jesus our Lord.”
Romans 6:23

Please consider the words of Jesus carefully as your ultimate
conclusion and decision will have eternal consequences.

“God be merciful to me a sinner. Jesus come into my life
and make Yourself real to me, fill me with Your Holy
Spirit to help me live for You all the days of my life. In
Jesus name. Amen.”
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CROSS OVER

For a donation of any amount the Cross Over Memorial page is a place where both God and your loved
ones will be remembered and will help us to continue publishing the Good News of Jesus Christ to the
worldwide railroad community through the Railroad Evangelist magazine. All donations are tax deductible.

“Well done, good and faithful servant . . . enter into the joy of the Lord”
Mary Holt by Ron & Sharon Holt
Mary Holt by Colleen Farrell
Mary Holt by Dave & Marilyn Nelson
Mary Holt by Tom Stoll
Mary Holt by George & Marlene Sampson
Mary Holt by Joe & Dorothy Spooner

Mary Holt by Chris Stucky
Mary Holt by Brian Dunn
Mary Holt by her REA family
Robert M. Cain by Bob Boltz
Hubert Farrell by George & Marlene Sampson
Carl & Mary Holt by Malaga Chapter, NJ

“Weeping may endure for a night, but joy comes in the morning.” Psalm 30:5

NEW REA MEMBERS from August 2013 to October 2013
Jayme Miller, Ralf Johnson, James Gelking, Wayne Rowley.

Welcome Aboard!
Thank you for your on going support in helping to keep the gospel of
Jesus Christ to be published and proclaimed through the printed page.

Remembering Mary
Mary C. Holt 1919 - 2013
By Marlene Sampson
We were thankful and blessed that we were able
to attend Mary’s home-going service. Mary was a
blessing. She faithfully prayed for REA. I talked
with her a couple of weeks before she went home
to be with the Lord. She said she planned on coming to the REA convention for the day, “if the Lord
willed it.” Mary was a beautiful picture of a Christian. She was a humble lady who loved her family, friends but most of all her Lord. One time when
Mary was in the hospital and the Doctor didn’t believe she was going make it, she asked the Doctor
if he believed in miracles. He didn’t answer but
Mary came through and she was that miracle!
She said “Gods not ready for me yet”. Mary was a member of REA for 72
years and her husband Carl for 67 years. They blessed and were blessed in
serving their Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ as faithful servants.
One of Mary’s favorite passages of scripture II Timothy 4:7,8. “I have fought
the goof fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. Finally,
there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the
righteous Judge, will give to me on that Day, and not to me only but also
to all who have loved His appearing”.

A Life Well Lived
Over her 94 years, Mary has filled numerous roles - loving daughter, sister,
wife, mother, grandmother, great grandmother, aunt, cousin, and faithful intercessor. In her later years, Mary spent much of her time praying for her large
and extended family, doting over new grandbabies, and giving advice to any
listening ear. She enjoyed listening to gospel music and watching Christian TV.
Mary loved the Lord, her husband, family and friends. She leaves a legacy of
abiding faith and prayer for all her posterity.
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“THE COMING OF THE LORD DRAWS
NEAR” gold foil stickers, (3 inches long),
are available through REA. Help spread
the word by using them on all your mail
correspondence. 100 self adhesive stickers for a gift of any amount.

REA
PO Box 5026
Vancouver, WA 98668
E-mail: rrjoe@comcast.net

Lessons life has taught me…
By Regina Brett.
Some of Geneva Campbell's favorites.
>Many things will catch your eye, but very
few will capture your heart. Pursue those.
> When in dought, just take the next small
step.
> Everything can change in a blink of an
eye. Don’t worry; God never blinks.
> Always choose life.
> Believe in miracles.
> God loves you because of who God is,
not because of anything you did or didn’t
do.
>Life isn’t tied with a bow, but it is still a
gift.
> The best is yet to come.
> Don’t compare your life to others. You
have no idea what their journey is about.
> Make peace with your past so it won’t
conflict with the present.
> Forgive everyone everything.
> Life isn’t fair but it’s still good.
> Read, receive & believe Philippians 4:7&8

The Railroad Evangelist

More REA Convention Highlights

Please send your REA news to: (E-mail) rrjoe@comcast.net
REA PO Box 5026 Vancouver, WA 98668
ALEXANDRIA REA CHAPTER
For more information contact Geneva Campbell at 540-869-7019
MALAGA, NJ For more information call Marlene Sampson at
(609) 561-6922.
SPOKANE, WA
Contact Paul Myhre, distributer of the Railroad Evangelist magazine in
the Spokane area. Call (509) 922-4025.
LAKELAND, FL.
For more information call Sara Harkey at (863) 940-9360.
PORTLAND,OR / VANCOUVER,WA
The Railroad Evangelists are distributed around local railroad shops
and yards. Call Joe Spooner at: (360) 699-7208.
MN (Minnesota) Railroad Fellowship. For more information for those
living in the North St. Paul or Twin Cities area telephone John Stewart
at (cell) 651-592-8478 or Mark Lorenz at (cell) 651– 592-6065

For information on how to begin a REA Chapter or
a REA Fellowship in your area see our web page
www.RailroadEvangelist.com or write the Editor.

Are you on the right track?
Jesus said,

“ I am the way, the truth, and the life.
No one comes to the Father except through Me.”
John 14:6

“By this all will know that you are my disciple, if you have love one for one another.” John 13:35
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Grace and Truth
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory,
the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.
John 1: 1 & 14

Two parallel rails, side by side, going as one and in the same direction, one representing
GRACE the other TRUTH.

We generally define Grace as Gods “unmerited favor.” It is something we can’t earn, imitate
or purchase. As someone once said, “If life (Gods grace gift to us), were a thing money
could buy, the rich would live and the poor would die.” The scripture is clear, “For by grace
you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of
works, least anyone should boast.” (Ephesians 2:8,9)
As long as you have breath, Jesus is continuing to offer you His amazing grace for you to
come to Him, just as you are. We sing, “Amazing grace! How sweet the sound that saved a
wretch like me! I once was lost, but now am found, was blind, but now I see!”.
Are you lost, wondering about from day to day asking yourself, “is this all there is in this
life?” I can answer with an absolutely “NO”!, Jesus offers you so very much more in this
lifetime and in the next. I met Jesus on July 1, 1973 and I can say that over these forty years
God has been faithful, as He will “never leave nor forsake you” (Hebrews 13:5). We have His
word on it!
Jesus again, clearly stated that He was “the way, the truth and the life. No one comes to the
Father except through Me.” (John 14:6). The Bible also says, “Nor is there salvation in any
other, for there is no other name under Heaven given among men by which we must be
saved” (Acts 4:16).
Jesus is not only the truth, He is absolute truth. God word is for every nation and culture
throughout the world for every generation. If you reject the truth of Gods word, you also reject His amazing grace. His hand is reaching out for you, grace and truth. “But as many as
receive Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, to those who believe in
His name:” (John 1:12).
- Joe Spooner

Publication Guidelines for the Railroad Evangelist magazine
We are always looking for original railroad related photos, drawings or paintings. We also are looking for stories, articles , personal testimonies
(300 - 800 words) or poems that would be of interest to our readers of the Railroad Evangelist magazine. Currently the Railroad Evangelist
magazine is published three times a year. Typed material is appreciated. Material received will be returned upon request. Fo r further information
or questions contact the editor.

Fall 2013
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Local Contact:

Change Services Requested

PO Box 5026
Vancouver, WA 98668
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Steam engine # 630, built in 1904, on a historic trip from Norfolk to Petersburg, Virginia in March of 2013. The excursion was hosted in part by Norfolk Southern RR, the Tennessee Valley Train Museum, and the Fort Wayne Railroad Historical Society. Photo was taken by Curtis Andersen about 20 miles East of Petersburg near the town of Disputanta.

