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Psalm 96:2 

H 
ave you ever considered the life story of John 
the Baptist who GOD sent ahead of JESUS as 

the “voice crying in the wilderness, prepare ye the 
way of the LORD",  Luke 3:4.   Even though there 
are many churches and great cathedrals that bear 
his name John the Baptist was very much like us, 
every day Christians and members of REA. 
 
   Like most of us he was not a slave to fashion or a 
connoisseur of fine foods and wines.  GQ would nev-
er publish a feature article about John the Bap-
tist.  “And the same John had his raiment of cam-
el’s hair and a leather girdle about his loins; and 
his meat was locusts and wild honey.”  
Matthew 3:4 
 
  John the Baptist had compassion for the less fortu-

nate.  He answereth and said unto them, “he that hath two coats, let him 
impart to him that hath none, and he that hath meat, let him do likewise.”        
                                                                                                            Luke 3:11 
   John the Baptist proclaimed a message of repentance  “Saying, repent ye: 
for the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand.”  John 3:3 
 
   John was not politically correct.  He was not afraid to confront the corrupt 
political and religious leaders of his day, when he saw many of the Pharisees 
and Sadducees coming to his baptism, he said to them “O generation of vi-
pers, who hath warned you to flee from the wrath to come?”  Luke 3:7 
 
   For his courage he was imprisoned and beheaded. Today hundreds of our 
Christian brothers and sisters are suffering the same gruesome fate over-
seas.  Daily prayer for the persecuted church must be a priority for all REA 
members.  
 
   John the Baptist did nothing for his own glory but was motivated with the 
burning desire to bring glory and honor to his LORD and SAVIOR.  “He must 
increase, but I must decrease.” John 3:30 
 
   Like most of us John the Baptist never performed a miracle.  He just pointed 
sinners to Jesus.  The next day John saw Jesus coming towards him and he 
said, “Behold, the Lamb of God which taketh away the sin of the world!”   
                                                                                                            John 1:29 
After John's death, how did Jesus describe his fallen cousin?  “For I say unto 
you, among those born of a women there is not a greater prophet that 
John the Baptist.”   Luke 7:28a 
 
Those words of the Master should spur us into action during these uncertain 
times standing firm for Jesus.   May God bless each of you richly. 
 

 

David Wiegand  
REA President 

“A voice crying in the wilderness” 
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Photos from the Roanoke, 
VA Transportation Muse-
um. To the left is N&W 
engine Class J 4-8-4 
#611, that is now in oper-
ating condition. 
To the right is headend of 
the Wabash Cannonball 
and Bluebird. 
Photos by David Wiegand. 



 
WE BELIEVE 

1. We believe in the Scripture of the Old and New 
Testaments as verbally inspired by God, and inerrant 
in the original writings. They are the supreme and 
final authority in faith and life. 
2. We believe in one God eternally existing in three 
persons: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
3. We believe that Jesus Christ was begotten by the 
Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, and is true God 
and true Man. 
4. We believe that man was created in the image of 
God: that he sinned, and thereby incurred, not only 
physical death, but also Spiritual death which is 
separation from God.  All human beings are born with 
a sinful nature, and in the case of those who reach 
moral responsibility become sinners in thought, word, 
and deed. 
5. We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ died for our 
sins according to the Scriptures, as a representative 
and substitutionary sacrifice.  In addition that all who 
believe in Him are justified on the ground of His shed 
Blood. 
6. We believe in the resurrection of the crucified Body 
of our Lord, in His Ascension into Heaven and in His 
present life there for us, as High Priest and Advocate. 
7. We believe in "that blessed hope," the personal, 
premillennial, and imminent return of our Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ. 
8. We believe that all who receive by faith the Lord 
Jesus Christ are born again of the Holy Spirit and 
thereby become children of God. 
9. We believe in the bodily resurrection of the just and 
unjust, the everlasting blessedness of the saved, and 
the everlasting, conscious punishment of the lost.  
              
              - The Railroad Evangelistic Association Inc. 

- Mission Statement -  
The Railroad Evangelistic Association exists to proclaim 
the  Good News of Jesus Christ to the entire railroad 
community worldwide and to promote mutual Christian 
fellowship among, though  not  limited to, those of the 
railroad industry, the model railroad hobbyists and the rail 
fan enthusiasts.  
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Your membership, subscriptions and tax deductible donations are 
greatly appreciated, as they are the only means we have to continue 
publishing and proclaiming the Good News of Jesus Christ to the 
entire railroad community worldwide through the Railroad Evangelist 
magazine.  Your financial gifts underwrite the cost and make it possi-
ble for us to send the Railroad Evangelist magazine out individually 
and in bulk supply as our home and missionary outreach.  We thank 
God for each and every one of you who have joined with this railroad 
literature evangelistic ministry with your prayers and finances. 
 
We pray and trust God will abundantly bless you for your sacrificial 
giving as He “is able to make all grace abound towards you, that 
you, always having all sufficiency in all things, have an abun-
dance for every good work.”                                  
                                                                                  2 Corinthians 9:8 

                                                                          

“A LITTLE IS A LOT WHEN GOD IS IN IT” 
Luke 9:12-17 
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open to all who desire to reach the railroad community 
worldwide with the Good News of Jesus Christ.  For 
$15.00 you will receive your REA Annual membership 
card ($5.00) and a one year subscription ($10.00 - 3 
issues) to the Railroad Evangelist magazine.  REA 
has no paid staff, all proceeds go to printing and mail-
ing the Good News. Thank you. 
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above application form and mail it to:   
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Rail Fan & the MODEL Railroader  by Rev. Steve Seidler 

      lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

A  QUEEN  in  1950s  DAIRYLAND 

      In far northwestern Dairyland, 30 miles south-
east of Superior WI, on the Duluth South Shore & 
Atlantic RR, sits the picturesque Village of Lake 
Nebagamon.  In Chippewa Indian, “nee-bay-go-
moh-win” means “place to hunt deer by fire from 
the water.”  A depot was built in 1896 and the 
Weyerhaeuser Logging Co. came to town in 1902 
with three mills on the lake.  Over 20 trains a day, 
including 5 passenger trains used the Hawthorne 
Nebagamon & Superior RR spur for regular train 
service in/out of the Village.  President Calvin Coo-
lidge traveled from his summer White House in 
Superior to the Village, and then motorcaded to his 
fishing lodge, “Cedar Point” on the nearby Bois 
Brule River – the “River of Presidents,” since five 
of them fished the famous trout river.  On the 950-
acre Lake, the steamboat “Lora” moved logs dur-
ing the week and family excursions on weekends.  
In the winter, track was laid across the frozen lake 
with a locomotive pushing flat cars out, upon which 
cut ice blocks were placed and hauled into town to 
be used in ice boxes.  Our family would go to the 

sawdust pit next to the depot to buy 2 blocks of ice daily – one for AM use and one for PM use in our icebox across the lake.  One 
of the Baptist Chapel Cars visited the Village in 1899.  From the ‘NEBAGAMON ENTERPRISE”, April 29, 1899, DSS&A Agent 
W.F. Fitch received this letter: 
 
                “The Chapel Car “GLAD TIDINGS” was side-tracked at this place Saturday evening last, and has remained during the 
week.  The people of Lake Nebagamon in meeting assembled last evening, voted to have extended to you their hearty thanks, for 
the benefit and pleasure derived from the chapel car “GLAD TIDINGS”, under the able management of Missionary C.H. Rust, and 
brought over your lines to this place, and hope that they will again be allowed the pleasure of another visit from the car in the near 
future.  All of our children enjoyed their outing and the Gospel message.” 
             
               Eric and Evelyn Johnson were operating a store in Chicago, but the call of the Northland was too tempting, so they came 
to Lake Nebagamon in 1953 and opened the popular Dairy Queen drive-in.  It was just up the hill from the public beach and next to 
the historic log Auditorium – summer home of the famous “Tamburitzans” of Duquesne University, Pittsburgh PA.  The Johnsons 
loved to hear Village children sing Gospel songs.  I would take my two sisters and three brothers to town and we would set my 3-
year-old brother Danny on the DQ counter.  He would sing Gospel choruses to Eric and Evelyn, serving behind the counter.  When 
he finished, the Johnsons would give all of us a free DQ Dilly Bar.  Though not an actual part of my Twin Ports LD&G layout, I had 
to model this scene of family remembrance.  Using the new Vintage Dairy Queen from Walthers, #933-3484. I was able to model 
the scene.  Our Village DQ did not have the classic orange band around the roof, so I masked it off and sprayed it white.  Research 
of historic photos will give you this detail.  The kit did not have any details or signage, even though it is stated as such on the box. 
Using the internet, I located 1950s DQ advertising signs and shrunk them to HO size. The signs and menus were affixed to the 
window “glass” using 3M Double-stick transfer tape.  The “Men’s” 
and “Women’s” signs on the restroom doors came from a Microscale 
Shell Oil gas station set of decals.  The various details – garbage 
cans, milk cans, trash dispensers – came out of my box of white 
metal castings.  The figures are all Preiser:  Eric & Evelyn behind the 
counter by the ice cream machine with their helper, Mryna 
Holmquist;  two children at the left counter; and the Seidler Family.  It 
took careful selection of Preiser fig-
ures, but I was able to come up with 
me holding my brother Dan (3), 
Becky (5) at my feet;  teenage sister 
Mimi with my brothers Tim (12) and 
Tom (10) next to her.  
     Walthers makes the DQ in a 
modern version if you would like to 
create a similar memory.  It was fun 
sharing this HO scale piece of his-
torical remembrance with my sib-
lings.  My brother Tom is with the 
LORD, so this is dedicated in his 
memory.  
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   Clang…Clang…CLANG…GOES  THE ?   

 

   Duluth, Minnesota, sits at the far western end of Lake Superior and provides a 
natural harbor for all Great Lakes shipping.  The harbor is formed by a narrow 
strip of land extending across the end of the Lake.  This strip of land is sand, 
only four to six hundred feet in width, but extending for a distance of seven miles 
from the Minnesota to the Wisconsin shore.  The eastern Wisconsin end pro-
vides a natural and direct entrance for ore boats to the Allouez Docks in Superi-
or.  Over three miles of this sand bar is built up with permanent residences and 
some businesses.  The settled portion of this Duluth suburb is called Park Point 
and is cut off from the city proper by the entrance to the inner harbor, spanned 
by the famous aerial lift bridge.  Crossing the bridge is sometimes a slow pro-
cess – slow compared with the dispatch necessary in response to a fire alarm.  
The main obstacle to reaching structures on Park Point with fire-fighting appa-
ratus is that the suburb is so narrow that only one street is laid out.  Streetcar 
tracks are laid in that street, the surface of which is beach sand. The fire-fighting 
problem proved a difficult one for many years.  Bucket brigades did what they 
could, but when a structure on Park Point caught fire, chances are it would burn 
to the ground.  Insurance rates were high.  The Duluth Fire Dept. had a problem.  
A fire tug would solve that problem under ordinary circumstances, but water 
along the shore is so shallow that a fire tug could not operate. 
   Necessity hit upon a bright idea – a TROLLEY FIRE DEPARTMENT.  The co-

operation of the street railway company was obtained as Duluth operated many streetcar lines as well as an historic 
incline railway system up the face of the Duluth outcropping.  A streetcar that had served its usefulness as a passen-
ger car was purchased by the DFD for $650. The seats were removed and most window braces were retained.  A hose 
box was installed the whole width/length of the car.  It was left open at both ends so that no matter which way the car 
is going it can carry the hose line from the hydrant to the point of the fire.  The equipment consists of 1,500 feet of 2 
1/2-inch hose, 2 shut-off nozzles, 20’, 26’ & 30 foot ladders, a 14 foot roof ladder, 6 axes, 4 pike poles, 2 six-
gallon Babcock extinguishers, extra charges, rubber coats (black slickers) and hats for the firemen volun-
teers.  The car is stabled at one end of the Point.  When an alarm is tuned in from Park Point, the car is started down 
the tracks immediately, has absolute right-of-way, with an electric gong/bell cut in as soon as the trolley starts.  Volun-
teers are picked up on the way and are usually plentiful – jumping on board and grabbing coats and boots.  They reach 
the fire as soon as possible and usually have the fire checked before street units of the DFD arrive.  Very few photos 

exist showing the Duluth Fire Trolley in action as it has been 
removed. 
 
This historic piece of apparatus screamed out to be modeled 
on my LD&G Twin Ports layout.  I found an old AHM trolley 
at a RR flea market, but only had to pay $5 for my streetcar.  
I left the roof detail alone in its grey color and did not alter 
the power pole.  I cut off as many window mullions as I could 
to leave the roof and car ends supported.  I used straight 
pins for the ladder holders – ACC in place and cut off from 
the inside.  For the headlight, I used the chrome wheels from 
a mini-Lindberg HO truck and carefully masked off the cen-
ter so the light would be visible when the masking was re-

moved.  I used Micro-Mask, brushed on - also masked the roof completely with it and blue painter’s tape.  The trolley 
body was sprayed with cheap enamel red paint from 
Walmart.   
Krylon makes an enamel safe for plastics.  
Once the tape was removed, the trolley was detailed 
with ladders (Central Valley) and an old locomotive 
bell from my supply of soft, white metal castings.  Run-
ning boards were made from Plastruct angle stock, 
painted brown at the same time as the ladders.  A pike 
pole was placed on the right side of the trolley.  Fire-
men came from several sources (Preiser, Bachmann, 
Woodland Scenics) and were painted with black rain 
slicker coats appropriate to the time period.  All volun-
teers received red helmets except the chief, at the 
controls, wearing a white helmet.  The two-axle Duluth 
Fire Department trolley is fully operational.  This 
makes for a fun, easy project and adds historical de-
tails to my 1950s Twin Ports LD&G RR.                                         
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M 
y name is Lester Igou and I went to work for 
the Seaboard Coastline Railroad in March of 

1973 after I was discharged from the United States 
Air Force. 

    I hired out as a fireman and was 
promoted to engineer in August of 
1974.  I worked a lot of outline jobs 
to start with then in the early 1980's 
I had enough seniority to work the 
south pool out of Savannah, Geor-
gia, there were close to 50 engi-
neers in that pool.  We ran a lot of 
trains between Savannah and 
Jacksonville, Florida.  When we left 
home we were gone an average of 
three days and could be as much 
as five days. 

     Up until I went to work for the railroad my wife 
and I never had spent a night away from each oth-
er.  Now we had a small daughter and it was difficult 
to be away from them. I liked working for the rail-
road but I got homesick a lot. One Sunday on a lay-
over in Waycross, Georgia I had been gone several 
days and Waycross being a small town everything 
was closed and I was really feeling down.  I walked 
through the hotel lobby and I found a copy of the  

Railroad Evangelist magazine.  I had never heard of 
this magazine before.  I picked it up, sat down and 
began reading it.  I then realized there were other 
railroaders just like me who loved the Lord and could 

not always be home on Sunday's to 
go to worship. I read it from cover 
to cover. I was so excited about it I 
called my wife and told her all about 
it.  I subscribed for my own copy 
and sent in subscriptions for sever-
al friends of mine as well. I felt so 
good that Sunday it was if I had 
gone to church! 
  
    God always knows what we need 
and He placed the Railroad Evan-
gelist magazine in that lobby just for 
me.  Sometimes I think we some-

times walk right on by what God wants to use in our 
lives. He is always there for us if we will just be sen-
sitive to His Spirit.  I thank God I picked up the Rail-
road Evangelist that day as it ministered to me in a 
very special way. 
    I always look forward to getting the Railroad Evan-

gelist over the years as it has been a blessing for me 

and my wife.  I would like to thank everyone who 

keeps this fine magazine coming our way. 

 
Rincon, Georgia 

 

“God always knows 
what we need and 

He placed that  
Railroad Evangelist 

magazine in that  
hotel lobby 
just or me” 
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    CSX Transportation was formed on July 1, 1986, by combining 
the Chessie System and Seaboard System Railroad. The origina-
tor of the Seaboard System was the former Seaboard Air Line 
Railroad, which previously merged Atlantic Coast Line Railroad in 
1967, and later Louisville & Nashville Railroad, as well as several 
smaller subsidiaries such as the Clinchfield Railroad, Atlanta & 
West Point Railroad, Monon Railroad and the Georgia Railroad. 
The origin of the Chessie Systemwas the former Chesapeake & 
Ohio Railway, which had merged with the Baltimore & Ohio Rail-
road and Western Maryland Railroad. 

    On June 23, 1997, CSX and Norfolk Southern Railway (NS) 
filed a joint application with the Surface Transportation Board for 

authority to purchase, divide, and operate the assets of the 
11,000 miles (18,000 km) Conrail, which had been created in 
1976 by bringing together several ailing Northeastern railway 
systems into a government-owned corporation.  For more infor-
mation on the history of CSX you can find out more on Wikipedia. 

Station Master 
Asha, standing 
on platform is 
the daughter of 
Locomotive pilot 
Gopalakrishnan, 
exchanging 
signals with her 
father at Pudu-
nagaram Station 
in Southern 
India. 

 International Railroad Evangelist Brother Arulraj, Chennai, India 

The recent photo was 
taken in Coventry, Great 
Brittan.  (L-R) IRM Presi-
dent Ueli Berger, Andreas 
Peter, RailPastor of Rail-
Hope Switzerland and 
Liam Johnston the Exec-
utive Director of British 
Railway Mission.  BRM 
has over 20 Chaplains for 
spiritual directions to rail 
staff. The Chaplains are 
based at different railway 
stations all over Great 
Britain. 

When we come to the end of our lives, the only thing that truly matters is; do you know Jesus Christ as your     
  personal Savior?  Nothing else will matter at that time.  It is for this reason we continue to publish the Rail    
   road Evangelist magazine “All Aboard!” to reach a very special group of people who are connected to the    
     railway industry, model railroad or rail fan enthusiast, each soul is extremely important to God.   
        He has called us to co-labor with Him to reach the entire railroad community with the everlasting  
           gospel. It is for this reason we are asking you to help us make sure we have sufficient funds to print    
             and mail our Summer 2016 issue.  The Spring and Fall issue we are able to make it but during the  
               summer time people are busy, on vacation and REA is usually not given too much thought. 
                  If you can make an extra donation to REA in order to make sure we have the sufficient funds to  
                      print and mail the Summer 2016 issue, it would be very much appreciated.   
                         This Summer issue will be a special issue featuring the history of REA from its first public 
                              cation in 1938, celebrating our 75 years of the Railroad Evangelistic Association. 
                           
                                                 Please send your donation to REA Secretary-Treasurer; Jim Bliss.   

                                                                        God bless you for your help. 
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M 
y name is Lester Igou from Rincon, Georgia and I  
worked on the railroad for 36 years as an engineer.  

Over the years I have met and known a number of co-workers  
and have shared in the joys and sorrows.  The story I am 
about to share is true and trust we will all learn a lesson from 
“Don’t forget to say goodbye”. 
 
    A fellow engineer and his wife had a daughter late in life, 
she was the joy of their lives.  The daughter loved her Daddy 
and was not ashamed to hug his neck and tell him  so no mat-
ter who was around including her friends.  When her Daddy 
got called out to go to work no matter what time of day or 
night, she would always have to tell him to have a safe trip 
and come back home to her. 
 
    The first time her parents let her go with her friends by her-
self her Dad was in the front yard.  When her friends drove up 
in the driveway she ran out to meet them.   He was surprised 
that she got into the car without telling him good-bye.  Soon 
after they had gone his wife told him he was called to go to 
work.  He was called for a container train, he thought  this 
would be a good trip.  He was still puzzled that this was the 
first time his daughter had forgotten to tell him goodbye. 
 
    The daughter had gone on a picnic with her friends.  They 
were sitting on a blanket in the park when she saw a police 
car turn the corner and turn and drove slowly towards them.  
Her friends said that she stood up, dropped her sandwich and 
with a frightened look on her face  she said, “I forgot to tell my 
daddy goodbye”.  As the police officer came over to her  she 
just kept saying over and over, “I forgot to tell my daddy good-
bye.”  
 
    Her daddy was killed when his train hit a log truck.  You 
never know when you tell someone goodbye or I love you, it 
might be the last time.  There is so many ways to tell some-
one you love them with cell phones and social media there is 
no reason not to. 
 
    It is a terrible thing to have to tell someone their loved one 
didn’t make it.  One day we will stand before our God and 
Judge, we do not want to hear that we didn’t make it, what I 
want to hear is, “well done, good and faithful servant, enter 
into the joy of the Lord.”   The most important thing we can do 
in this life is to accept Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior. 

The Last Good Bye 
 

Till we reach the pearly gates 
Life on earth unsure, awaits. 

Filled with joy, faced with fear, 
Walk on boldly for God is near. 

 
We never know what fate may bring. 

But God’s word has promised us this one thing. 
That if in Him we simply trust, 

His grace is sufficient for all of us. 
 

God knows the plans that men have laid 
With hopes and dreams and escapades. 

Reaching high and falling short, 
Still they press onward with full consort. 

 
Looking ahead our hope is sure. 

The solid rock will forever endure. 
If to His Word we simply hoard, 

He will guide us to that celestial shore. 
 

Friends and loved ones have traveled the path. 
Gone on before, but forgotten? None hath. 

Memories rich, treasures untold, 
Our life here the potter molds. 

 
Trust in Jesus. He is the way. 

The Father beckons us to a home far away. 
The Comforter calls. We know him sure. 

His Word is Truth.  His Word is pure. 
 

He says He’ll come on clouds on high. 
We’ll never know till that last good bye. 

What treasures await on that distant shore.  
Till we walk with Him forevermore. 

 

J. R. Johnson © 2-15-00  
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Mumbai, India 

Delhi, India 

Punjab, India 

Chennai, India  

Vijayawada, India  

Nagpur / Central India  

Frankfurt, Germany 

You are invited to attend the International Railway Missions conference in Goslar, Germany, July 28 - 
August 4th that will be celebrating 90 years of railway ministry.  IRM meets every three years in a dif-
ferent county.  It is a wonderful week of fellowship and vacation time.  For more information see their 
web page at www.railway-mission.net.  I highly recommend this convention if you are able to attend  
meeting railway brothers and sisters from all over the world.  I was able to attend the IRM conference  
at Eastborne, England in 2007,  it was excellent in accommodations, sight-seeing and fellowship. 

Stavanger, Norway 

Palghat / Kerala , India 

Bhubaneswar / Odisha  
Eastern India  

Kolkata - West Bengal  

Switzerland  
Valsad/Gujarat 
               India 
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PO Box 5026 Vancouver, WA 98668   E-mail: rrjoe@comcast.net 

LETTERS 
From our REA 

 

REA, 
I have received some very positive feedback  praising 
Locomotive Engineer Borge Salte's testimony in the Fall 
2015 issue of “ALL ABOARD!”.  Post-Christian Western 
Europe is in desperate need of revival and such a revival 
may well spring up in Norway.   
Sherm and Joan Pridham are members of our church and 
Rosalee's Sunday School class. They served as Southern 
Baptist missionaries to Norway for three years.  Sherm 
told me that some of the most dedicated Christians he 
ever met were Norwegian.  Right now the BIBLE is the 
top selling book in Norway!  Good things are happening 
and will continue to happen in Norway lets remember our 
brothers and sisters in Norway. 
David Wiegand 
REA President 
Albuquerque, NM 

REA, 
Hello, I am the Station Master in Amsterdam, NY.  One of 
my Rail Fans gave me a copy of the “All Aboard!” Fall 
2015 issue.  Praise God it is right on and done in great 
taste. 
I want to become a member and want 100 copies of the 
next issue for my lobby. 
I am a Rail Fan and Model Railroad hobbyist.  My interest 
with REA is evangelism to the lost.  We are living in the 
last days and people need Jesus. 
I am hoping to attend your 75th Convention. 
Yours in Christ, 
Gwendolyn Sheldon 
Schenectady, NY 
 
REA, 
We would like to say ‘thank you’ for a great magazine.  So 
many people have said the same thing. 
God bless you. 
George & Marlene Sampson 
Winslow, NJ 

REA, 
By the Grace of God, with over 20 years of sustained 
prayer and efforts to have our prayers answered  in 
Srilankan Railways, God has granted His Grace in the 
form of a 'Volunteer Team', a group of Christian friends to 
take up the service of reaching the rail community in 
Srilanka.  Due to their dedicated services, by the Grace, 
our IRM calendar - Srilankan version is getting printed to 
cover all the 350 railway station and offices in Srilanka.  I 
request your gracious prayers for this service and for God 
to raise some rail staff to begin a Prayer Fellowship in 
Srilankan Railways that may lead to "Railhope Srilanka" 
in future. 
 
I take this opportunity to thank our Leaders for the en-
couraging prayers and especially to our Media Missionary 
Daniel for his exemplary contribution for this noble and 
pioneering mission in Srilanka. I also sincerely thank Rail-
road Evangelistic Association who has been sending 
Magazines to Srilanka through us for the past twenty 
years.  With prayers and thanksgiving. 
 
Brother Arulraj 
International Railroad Evangelist 
Chennai, India  

-Romans 5:8 
-John 3:16                
-I John 1:9 
-Romans 10:9 
 -2 Corinthians 5:17 
-Colossians 2:6 
 

Billy Graham Library  Charlotte, North Carolina 

                    The Salvation Poem 
 
Jesus, You died upon the cross                
And rose again to save the lost               
Forgive me now of all my sins                 
Come be my Savior, Lord, and Friend     
Change my life and make it new           
And help me, Lord, to live for you             
 

Photo of first meeting of Railhope Srilanka 
L-R, Mr. Delan, Mr. Ashley, Mr. Dinesh, Arulraj,  

Mr. Aijth and Mr. Anil taking the photo. 

At the last IRM conference in Hungry, 2013 the first President of Rail-
Hope India was elected.  Newly elected President  is Janjarapu Fran-
cis Vijayamohan, dressed in white with his wife by his side. 
                                           www.railhope.in                                      



> Many folks want to serve God, 
but only as advisors. 
 
> Some minds are like concrete, 
thoroughly mixed up and permantly 
set. 
 
> Bakers trade bread recipes on a 
knead-to-know basis. 
 
>Acupuncture is a jab well done. 
 
> The man who fell into an uphol-
stery machine is fully recovered. 
 
> When two egotist meet, it’s and I 
for an I. 
 
> Warning: Retiree...knows it all 
and has plenty of time to tell you 
about it. 
 
> Over the hill?  Where? When? I 
don’t remember any hill. 
 
> You don’t stop laughing because 
you grow old.  You grow old be-
cause you stopped laughing. 
 
> I looked in the mirror and there is 
this old person staring back at me. 
 
> You’re getting older when your 
rocking chair feels like a roller 
coaster. 
 
> I never worry when I get lost.  I 
just change where I want to go. 
 
> Don’t take life too seriously.  No-
body gets out alive. 
 
> Gardening Rule: When weeding, 
the best way to make sure you are 
removing a weed and not a valua-
ble plant is to pull on it.  If it come 
out of the ground easily, it is a val-
uable plant. 

“A cheerful heart  
does good like a medicine” 

Proverbs 17:22 - Living Bible 
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Richard F. Bryant  #262261-P1-121-S 
Gulf Correctional Institution  Annex 699 
Ike Steele Rd. 
WeWahitchka, FL  32465-0010 
 
Jay E. Glenewinkel   #56817-280 
FCI 
PO Box 5000  
Oakdale, LA  71463 
 
Carl Sonne  #77049 
138  E. Milan Road  NCF 
Berlin,  NH  03570 
 
David A. Meeks  Larson 2 North 
Logansport State Hospital 
1098 South State Rd  25 
Logansport, IN 46947 

Michael B. Liebal DC 
#979921  E2-125L 
Holmes Correctional Insititution 
3142 Thomas Dr. 
Bonifay, FL  32425 

For “Friends of REA” please send 
all correspondence to: 

 
Rev. Steve Seidler 
810 18th Street SE 

Owatonna, MN  55060 

Friend of REA is for those who are 
incarcerated or confined to a facility 
who receive REA’s Railroad Evange-
list, “All Aboard!” and would like to 
correspond with other REAers. 

 
Be patient in writing our railroad relat-
ed inmates.  Be consistent in writing 
to them as they need our encourage-
ment, prayers and support. If your 
letters are returned, there is probably 
no use in re-sending them as ad-
dresses change without getting new 
ones. REMEMBER, do not use ad-
dress labels or REA stickers on enve-
lopes unless you have the inmates 
say it is okay. 

Please Note 

“I was in  
prison  

and you 
visited 

me” 

 
Matthew 25:36 

REA is offering a $500.00 scholarship 
to those who are going to school or 
training school to be employed in the 
Railway industry. 
 
The REA scholarship is very simple.  
We require a 500 word or less how you 
became interested in pursing a railroad 
career and why you want to be em-
ployed in the Railroad industry. Also 
enclose a photo of yourself along with 
your essay.  Deadline July 17, 2016. 
The essay will be judge by the REA 
Scholarship committee the winner will 
be announced at the REA convention 
in August 2016. 
 
Once a winner is  declared, the recipi-
ent will receive a letter along with the 
check to be use as he or she wills and  
whenever possible will be presented 
by one or more of the scholarship com-
mittee. 
The essay along with your photo will 
be published in a future issue of the 
Railroad Evangelist magazine “All 
Aboard”! 
Send your essay and photo to: 
 

REA - Editor 
PO Box 5026 

Vancouver, WA 
Or email: rrjoe@comcast.net 

REA is asking you to consider mak-
ing a donation of any amount to the 
REA Scholarship fund.  We believe 
it will not only be a help and bless-
ing to the recipient but will also in-
troduce REA to  a new generation 
of future railway employees and to 
the ministry of REA in reaching the 
entire railroad community world-
wide with the Good News of Christ. 
If you are able to help please send 
your donation to: 

 
Jim Bless 

REA Sec/Tres. 
255 State Route 49 

Cleveland, NY 13042 

R.E.A. 
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Room rate for the week - including meals & tax: 
                Double occupancy....$290.00 (each) 
                Single occupancy….$320.00  
           Three or more in a room….$270.00 (each) 
                              (Prices subject to change) 
 
         Please send in your $20.00 (non-refundable)  

deposit as soon as possible to: 
 

REA Registrar 
Mrs. Beverly Salloum 

720 W. Thomas Street 
Rome, NY 13440 

(315) 525-4787 (cell) 
E-mail: revsalloum@cheerful.com 

 
If at all possible please have your convention expense paid 

 in full two weeks prior to the convention.  Thank you! 
REGISTRATION to receive name tag and room key is on 

Monday August 15th from 2-5 PM.  Dinner at 5:00 PM. 

 

AREA ATTRACTIONS 
 

Located within driving distance is: 
>Historic Carlisle - US Army War College - 10 minutes. 
>Gettysburg - About a 30 minute drive. 
>Hershey - About a 45 minute drive. 
>Strasburg RR community - A little over an hour drive. 
>Sight & Sound Theater in Lancaster - A little over an hour. 
>The heart of the Amish in Lancaster - A little over an hour. 
>National Civil War Museum - Harrisburg - About 30 minutes. 
>Washington D.C. - About 2 1/2 hour drive. 
>Valley Forge / Philadelphia - About 3 hours 

  

-PLUS A WHOLE LOT MORE! - 

Begin planning to attend the 75th National  
Railroad Evangelistic Association  

Convention - Everyone is Welcome! 
August 15– 19, 2016 

 
Located in the peaceful hills of Pennsylvania at the  

Bongiorno Conference Center 
430 Union Hall Road Carlisle, PA 17013 

Please consider the words of Jesus carefully as your ultimate 
conclusion and decision will have eternal consequences. You 
can pray, right now, to receive Christ into your life today.  You 
will never, ever regret it and if you will “seek first the kingdom of 
God and His righteousness, (Matthew 6:33) your life will dramat-
ically change for the best. 
 
Jesus come into my life, be merciful to me a sinner, forgive me 
of all my sins and make Yourself real to me, fill me now with 
Your Holy Spirit to help me live for You all the days of my life.” 
                                                                In Jesus name. Amen.” 
 
If you prayed that prayer or something similar, please send for 
the free brochure, “Welcome Aboard!” as it will help you begin 
your journey on the right track. Also you can contact the Pocket 
Testament League for further Bible helps at www.PTL.org 

The Bible gives us the absolute truth that applies to all 
people, of all nations, for all times. “But God demo 
strated His own love towards us, in that while we were 

still sinners, Christ died for us.”                                    Romans 5:8 

 
Just as you would place your complete and total trust in 
your parachute before you jump from a plane you must 
put your total and complete trust in Jesus Christ to for-

give you of your sins. “For by grace you have been saved 
through faith, and not of yourselves, it is the gift of God, not of 
works, least anyone should boast.”                                                               
                                                                                Ephesians 2:8,9 

 
Our salvation is not based on the way we feel but in the 
fact that our faith is founded in the word of God.  But 

Jesus did say, “If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, 
you will ask what you desire, and it shall be done for you...These 
things I have spoken to you, that My joy may  remain in you, and 
that your joy may be full.”                                          John 15: 7&11 

FACT FAITH FEELING 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

“I AM the way, the truth and the life.  No one comes to the Father except 
through Me.”                                                                              John 14:6            
                                     
“I AM the light of the world.  He who follows Me shall not walk in dark-
ness, but have the light of life.”                                                  John 8:12 
 
“I AM the bread of life.  He who comes to Me shall never hunger, and he 
who believes in Me shall never thirst.”                                       John 6:35 
 
“I AM the door.  If anyone enters by Me, he will be saved…”   John 10:9 
 
“I AM the good shepherd.  The good shepherd gives His life for the 
sheep.”                                                                                     John 10:11 
 
“I AM the true vine, you are the branches.  He who abides in Me and I in 
him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing.”       John 15:5                                                                                  
                                                                                            
“I AM the resurrection and the life.  He who believes in Me, though he 
may die, he shall live.  And whoever lives and believes in Me shall never 
die.  Do you believe this?.”                                                  John 11:25,26 
 

 

said 

FACT 

FAITH 

FEELING 
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Cross Over  
“Well done, good and faithful servant . . . enter into the joy of the Lord” 

For a donation of any amount the Cross Over Memorial page is a place where both God and your loved 
ones will be remembered and will help us to continue publishing the Good News of Jesus Christ to the 
worldwide railroad community through the Railroad Evangelist magazine.    All donations are tax deductible. 

Bill Mosley by George & Marlene Sampson 

Bill Mosley by REA Malaga Chapter 

Dorothy Steffen by  David Hance 

Butch Jacobs by Christina Mooney 

“Weeping may endure for a night, but joy comes in the morning.”  Psalm 30:5 

Strong in his faith and a “foot solder  for our Lord”,  Bill was a 
founding member and the last surviving original member of 
the First Assembly of God (Pastor Keith A. Holt) in Carney's 
Point, Pennsylvania.  Retired from Mobil in Paulsboro, NJ, 
after thirty-one years.  He also served in the U.S. Army during 
the Second World War. Having fought at both Normandy and 
the Battle of the Bulge.  

Bill along with all his other sisters and brother served REA for 
a number of years and they helped cook the meals when REA 
met at Malaga Methodist Campgrounds. Bills brother Tom 
served as REA president from 1994-97. 

Pastor Keith A. Holt, Bills pastor for 16 years and had met Bill 
many years earlier when his parents, Carl and Mary Holt were 
members of the Railroad Evangelistic Association.  But he 
really got to know Bill when he was his pastor and was such a 
good assistant to him in so many ways.  
 
Bill served as a “foot solider in the Army of the Lord” for nearly  
66 years at First Assembly of God. Through the years he 
served as Sunday School Teacher, SS Superintendent, SS 
Bus driver, Deacon for over 40 years, a Royal Ranger Com-
mander, mowing the grass as well as praying daily missionar-
ies. 
 
Bill’s son Richard, said his Dad was a great Christian, a great 
father and a great man.  Bill Mosley left a godly legacy for his 
family. 
 
Sue Daffield said she would miss his passion, Bill prayed for 
others diligently.  Several men and women are serving God 
today because of his influence on their lives. 
 
Pastor Brian Corkern said that Bill had a desire to serve God, 
his family and others as he was a great example of what it 
means to live LIFE:  Living, In, Faith, Everyday! 

William (Bill) Mosley 
94, of Pedricktown, NJ  went 
home to be with the Lord on 
July 28, 2015. Born in Scran-
ton, PA. in 1921. 

 

 
In Life’s moving drama,  
we are playing our part. 

Years packed with memories, 
Now live in each heart. 

 
We’ve known some sadness, 

We’ve had our fun. 
We’ve tasted failure and 

We’ve won. 
 

We faithfully follow 
As the Shepherd leads 

Sweetly supplying all our needs. 
 

Now before us lies a bright new dawn, 
But life's golden memories linger on. 

 
We face a new chapter filled  

with joys and sorrows 
While trusting God with all 

Our tomorrows. 

Shirley Brown Zurek 
REA Alexandria, VA chapter 

Jesus said, 
“he who hears My word and believes in Him who sent Me has 

everlasting life, and shall not come into judgement, but has 
passed from death to life.” 

John 5:24 

Life is like a journey, taken on a train,  
with a pair of travelers at each window pane:  

I may sit beside you the whole journey through,  
or I may be seated elsewhere, never knowing you;   

but if fate should place me to sit at your side,  
let’s be pleasant travelers, it’s so short a ride.  

Life’s  
Journey 



Please send your REA news to: (E-mail)   rrjoe@comcast.net 
REA  PO Box 5026  Vancouver, WA 98668 

MALAGA, NJ  For more information call Marlene Sampson at  
(609) 561-6922. 

LAKELAND, FL.   
For more information call Sara Harkey at (863) 940-9360. 

PORTLAND,OR / VANCOUVER,WA  
Call Joe Spooner at: (360) 699-7208. 
 
MN (Minnesota) Railroad Fellowship. For more information for 
those living in the North St. Paul or Twin Cities area telephone John 
Stewart at (cell) 651-592-8478 or Mark Lorenz at (cell) 651– 592-
6065 

           Page 14                                                                                                                               The Railroad Evangelist                                                                           

Jesus said, 

“ I am the way, the truth, and the life.  
No one comes to the Father except through Me.” 

John 14:6 

Are you on the right track? 

For information on how to begin a REA Chapter or  
a REA Fellowship in your area see our web page 
www.RailroadEvangelist.com or write the Editor. 

 ALEXANDRIA REA CHAPTER  
For more information contact Geneva Campbell at 540-869-7019 

N.A.R.V.R.E. 
National Association of Retired and  

Veteran Railroad Employees 
 

Since 1937 NARVRE has worked to help protect the Railroad Retirement 
Act.  To find out more about NARVRE you can call them tool free at 1-
800-551-2588. Next NARVRE Convention is May 15-17, 2016, St. Louis, 
Missouri. 

Two REA Malaga chapter members, Mary Clifton and Kay 
Reese at Strasburg, Pennsylvania. 

Rev. Steve Seidler, Associate editor of “All Aboard!” of the 
Model Railroader and Rail Fan pages with Rev. Paul 
Campbell, REA National Chaplain and emcee of the REA 
convention. 

REA  President David Wiegand received this request from 
REA member Jay Glenewinkel who  is an inmate in the federal 
penitentiary in Oakdale, LA and he was featured in Rev. Steve 
Seidler’s Rail Fan page a few issues back.  
Jay Writes, 
"For about five years, my good friend and contributing editor to 
“All Aboard!” has been a friend, an advisor and most important-
ly, a brother-in-Christ.  Now, our good friend is facing surgery 
and will have to endure pain and discomfort in the months to 
come.  I ask that each of you send out a special prayer of heal-
ing and love for our brother and friend, Rev. Steven Seidler. He 
is a strong pillar for REA and has been a blessing to us all”.  
                                   - Jay Glenewinkel 
 

Rev. Paul and Geneva 
Campbell have been 
faithfully REA workers 
since the 1960’s when 
they first became in-
volved.  May God’s 
blessing continue to be 
upon them, “looking 
unto Jesus the au-
thor and finisher of 
our faith.”  Hebrews 12:2 
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Publication Guidelines for the Railroad Evangelist magazine 
We are always looking for original railroad related photos, drawings and stories, articles, personal testimonies (300 - 800 words) or poems that 
would be of a spiritual interest to our readers of the Railroad Evangelist magazine.   Currently the Railroad Evangelist magazine is published 
three times a year. Material received will be returned upon request. For further information or questions contact the editor.    

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

It is with a heartfelt “thank you” 
to Ann Grissom who has faithful-
ly served the Lord through REA 
for 25 years.  Ann was the Sec-
retary-Treasurer from 1990 - 
2003 and the REA Convention 
coordinator from 2003 - 2015.  
Ann and her family also provided 
our convention programs.  Ann 
has decided to retire from REA 
(not from the Lord) to focus on 
her family. 
 
Ann has been associated with 
REA for many years as her fa-
ther and mother, Lonnie & Lola 
Blackley were members of the 
Wilmington, NC chapter of REA 
many years ago.  Ann's dad, 
Lonnie worked for the Seaboard 
Railroad for 52 years, his last 25 
as an engineer. 
 
We pray Gods upmost blessing 
for Ann Grissom and her family. 
 
Thank you Ann for your service, 
we love you and you are missed! 
 
With much love and gratitude, 
Your REA family. 

 

W 
hen a train delrails, the owner of the railroad doesn't throw up his hands and 
say “well, that's it” abandoning the mess and walking away leaving the train 

wreck behind. No, he gets his crew out there and after a lot of hard work, the line is 
restored back again into useful service. 
 
    It is the same way with us, at times we may get derailed in our life’s walk with the 
Lord but He doesn't abandon us or casts us aside and say “what’s the use”, even 
though He has every right to do so but because of His everlasting love he has for 
each of us, He works in our lives to get us back on track and restored to useful ser-
vice once again. 
 
    I am always amazed by God’s amazing grace.  God desires our very best as it is 
clearly lined out in the manual He has left us, His Holy Word, the Bible.  His desire 
is to Bless His children.  It is clearly illustrated for us in the Old Testament as we 
read of the children of Israel.  When they served God, things went well for them but 
when they turned away and served the idols of the culture things went bad.  No 
matter how bad things got and how corrupt they became when they turned to God, 
He had mercy on them and restored them to useful service. 
 
    Have you experienced a “train wreck” in your life, have you been derailed, per-
haps for some time now, remember God is rich in mercy, “Through the Lord’s 
mercies we are not consumed, because His compassions fail not, they are 
new every morning, great is Your faithfulness”  Lamentations 3:23,24. 
 
    Never forget, God will never abandon you, He loves you with an everlasting love 
no matter how bad your train wreck was or how long you have been derailed, His 
arms are open to welcome you back, to restore your soul.  Psalm 23. 
 
                                                                                    - Joe Spooner 

The Oregon Trunk and the first derailment I worked on during my eight years or 

so in the track department for Burlington Northern in the late 1970s.  It took many 

long, hard hours of work to get the tracks cleared, repaired, replaced and the 

trains running again.  BN railroad workers doing what they can until the “Big 

Hooks” and D8 Caterpillar's  show up and remove the derailed boxcars.   - js 
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Top photo N&W 
1218 taken by 
avid rail fan and 
REA member
(the late) Sherry 
Chandler, 
Montvale, VA. 
 
To the left is an 
SP&S # 902  
taken at  
Wishram, WA 
and was given to 
your editor many 
years ago. 


