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"Therefore do not lose heart.
Though outwardly we are wasting away,
yet inwardly we are being
renewed day by day.
For our light and momentary troubles
are achieving for us an eternal glory
that far outweighs them all.
So we fix our eyes not on what is seen,
but on what is unseen.
For what is seen is temporary,
but what is unseen is eternal."
(2 Corinthians 4:16-18, NIV 1984)

The winter months are hard for me, particularly
in my later years. Most of my loved ones and longtime friends have died during this period, and my
property has suffered more damage from winter storms than hurricanes in the
57 years I have lived and worked in Southeast Virginia. However, compared
with the rest of the country, we are doing reasonably well here this year.
Our members and families have suffered many illnesses, deaths and other hardships since our last conference, and my prayers and condolences go
out to all who have been affected.
However, we must keep focused on our Lord and Savior Jesus, who suffered more than any of us can imagine, and is waiting to welcome us to our
final and only permanent home. I look forward to my final train ride.
Until we meet again, keep praying, loving and serving. I love you all and
wish you the best for 2019.
Agape,
Al Carpenter, President

Psalm 96:2

www.RailHopeAmerica.com

GET ON TRACK!
Subscribe to the

Railroad Evangelist
Magazine

For $10.00 a year you will receive one of
the most unique non-denominational
Christian Railroad magazines ever published. The Railroad Evangelistic Association was founded by Luther S. Harkey
(1885-1949) in 1941 with other Christian
railroaders in Sanford, Florida.
Help spread the word by ordering the
Railroad Evangelist magazines in bulk.

BULK COSTS

(Based upon per issue)
100 copies $35.00
50 copies $25.00
20 copies $15.00
10 copies $10.00
200 Hundred copies $50.00
Subscribe today for yourself or a friend,
make out your check or money order to
REA and send to:
REA
255 State Route 49
Cleveland, NY 13042
The Railroad Evangelist magazine is published three times a year by GISI Marketing
Group of Tualatin, Oregon for the Railroad
Evangelistic Association. Second class postage paid at Vancouver, WA. Circulation: 2,800

RailHope International
Ulrich Berger - President
Mattenweg 11
CH-4303 Kaiseraugst
Switzerland
+41618112406
www.Railway-Mission.net

Railway Representatives in India
Rev. Victor Swamidoss, c/o Mr. S Arulraj
#448/8, First Floor
T.H. Road
Tondiarpet
Chennai - 600 081 South India

International Railroad Evangelist

George H.W. Bush our 41st President is “Leaving on the morning Train”, taking his last train
ride just as each of us as well one day. What a glorious day that should be! See page 15.

IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII What is RailHope America? IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII
The RailHope America logo identifies the Railroad Evangelistic Association as a
leading member of a global network of Railroad Ministries whose common goal is
to bring hope of the Gospel of Christ to the world-wide Railroad community.

S. Arulraj
Door # 652/8 (New # 448/8)
Brindavan Avenue
Tiruvottiyur High Road,
Tondiarpet
Chennai 600 081
Tamilnadu, INDIA
Phone + 919884481022
Email: arulrasu@gmail.com

Spring 2019 issue of the
Railroad Evangelist magazine was printed
March 2019 Vol. 83, No.1

COVER: Union Pacific 8105 heading East through Tehachapi, California. Photo by Joe Spooner. October 2018

Membership in the Railroad Evangelistic
Association is open to all who desire to
reach the entire railroad community with
the everlasting gospel of Jesus Christ.
For $20.00 you will receive your REA
Annual membership card ($10.00) and a
one year subscription ($10.00 - 3 issues)
to the Railroad Evangelist magazine.
REA has no paid staff, all proceeds go to
printing and mailing the Good News.
Thank you.

In the cab to the right is Luther S. Harkey, (1885 - 1949),
Founder of the Railroad Evangelistic Association in
1941. His hearts desire was to reach his fellow railroad
employees with the everlasting gospel of Jesus Christ.

“We’ve come this far by faith”

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP IN REA
Please check the appropriate box.

Since 1938 the Railroad Evangelistic Association has
continued to publish and proclaim the everlasting Gospel of Jesus Christ to the railroad community worldwide.
As co-laborers together with God we are able to continue to do what God has called us to do in fulfilling the
Great Commission to the Railroad Community.
REA has no paid staff, every dollar that comes in
through subscriptions, membership and donation are
the only means we have to continue this small but very
important railway ministry that is having an impact
around the world.
Will you join us?
“A LITTLE IS A LOT WHEN GOD IS IN IT”

I am an active railroad employee.
I am a former/retired railroad employee.
My spouse is/was an active/former/retired
railroad employee.
I am a model railroad hobbyist.
I am a rail fan enthusiast.
My interest in REA is _______________________
Sending $10.00 for REA membership for one year.
Sending $10.00 for a one year subscription.
LIFE TIME membership & single subscription for
a one time price of $300.00.
I would like to make a donation._____________
Please cut, photocopy or send information pertaining to the above application form and mail it to:

REA
255 State Route 49
Cleveland, NY 13042

Luke 9:12-17
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The Railroad Evangelistic Association exists to proclaim
the Good News of Jesus Christ to the entire railroad
community worldwide and to promote mutual Christian
fellowship among, though not limited to, those of the
railroad industry, the model railroad hobbyists and the rail
fan enthusiasts.

WE BELIEVE
1. We believe in the Scripture of the Old and New
Testaments as verbally inspired by God, and inerrant
in the original writings. They are the supreme and
final authority in faith and life.
2. We believe in one God eternally existing in three
persons: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
3. We believe that Jesus Christ was begotten by the
Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, and is true God
and true Man.
4. We believe that man was created in the image of
God: that he sinned, and thereby incurred, not only
physical death, but also Spiritual death which is
separation from God. All human beings are born with
a sinful nature, and in the case of those who reach
moral responsibility become sinners in thought, word,
and deed.
5. We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ died for our
sins according to the Scriptures, as a representative
and substitutionary sacrifice. In addition that all who
believe in Him are justified on the ground of His shed
Blood.
6. We believe in the resurrection of the crucified Body
of our Lord, in His Ascension into Heaven and in His
present life there for us, as High Priest and Advocate.
7. We believe in "that blessed hope," the personal,
premillennial, and imminent return of our Lord and
Savior, Jesus Christ.
8. We believe that all who receive by faith the Lord
Jesus Christ are born again of the Holy Spirit and
thereby become children of God.
9. We believe in the bodily resurrection of the just and
unjust, the everlasting blessedness of the saved, and
the everlasting, conscious punishment of the lost.
- The Railroad Evangelistic Association Inc.
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by Susan K. Write

T

he Capitol Limited rolled out of Washington, D.C., northward to Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. I relaxed alone in the
dome car, reading my Bible and catching glimpses of the
autumnal flame burning across the hills. I intended to use
this time to get closer to the God I'd been increasingly ignoring.
As darkness came down I found it harder and harder to
read. I gathered my belongings and moved to a lighted
coach seat. The coach was crowded, but I continued to read,
for the first time overcoming my fear that public Bible-reading
would tag me a fanatic.
For a time, I sat alone. A friend had once told me the surest way not to be bothered on an airplane is to open a Bible.
It seemed to work on trains, too. Ten minutes before our
scheduled arrival in Martinsburg, West Virginia, the conductor approached. He was towing a woman who seemed to be
ill. “Now, you sit right there and I’Il come get you when we
arrive in Martinsburg.” A closer look revealed the truth. The
woman, dull-eyed and disheveled, was drunk. She wavered
in her seat, staring at me as I tried to ignore her and retreat
into my reading. Others gaped and I felt conspicuous, and
repulsed. “What‘re you reading?" she bluntly asked. “The
BibIe," I muttered, still keeping my eyes on the page, even
though my eyes would not come into focus. “My name's
Penny," she offered. “l never did read much in there."
John 3:16, I thought. That morning when the train had
stopped in Cumberland, Maryland, I'd seen that Scripture
painted boldly on the wall of a building by the tracks. I turned
to Penny.
It tells about Gods love,” I said. “about How He loves us all
so much that He sent His son, Jesus to die for us. So that
whatever wrong we have done is washed away.”
Penny tried to focus her eyes on mine. Slowly, she began
to tell her tale, as if to say, it’s too late, my sins are too great.
“I'm 39 years old. I'm an alcoholic, on my way to the hospital
in Martinsburg to get ‘detoxed."' She swayed slightly, vestigial courtesy resurfacing. “I'm sorry to bother you.” “You're
not," I said, suddenly meaning it. “I'm afraid,” she whispered,
bland desolation in her eyes. “Don't be," I told her. “You're
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Bridgeville, Pennsylvania
doing the right thing. God loves you. Ask Him to be with you
and He will be."
We talked intensely in the few minutes between there and
Martinsburg. She had so many questions and I am neither a
theologian nor an evangelist. I just wanted, so desperately,
to show her a glimpse of God's love.
“Is there a God up there?" she asked. “Does He really
care about me? Is He there when I don't even feel Him?”
Yes, Yes, Yes! “I care about you, too," I told her. “There's a
wonderful life waiting for you. Just ask Him to help you." I
saw the looks of other passengers and knew I probably did
sound like a fanatic. I didn't care.
“Martinsburg," the conductor called. It was too soon. As he
helped Penny down the aisle, I watched her stagger toward
the door and I found I was praying for her already. I prayed
there would be another, more mature Christian at the hospital who would help her on her way. At the doorway, she
turned and said, “Thank you." “God bless you," I replied.
Three years later, I continue to wonder about Penny and
occasionally pray for her. Our meeting still seems almost
unreal, for I was so “out of character." Normally so shy, so
afraid of being conspicuous, and there I was, virtually trumpeting the Good News.
I look back now and know certainly that it wasn't the conductor who brought us together. I don't know if the Lord used
me to help Penny. All I do know is that for the first time in my
life I opened up to the stranger beside me. All my instincts
wanted to retreat into my book, but I couldn't simply because
it was the Bible.
I am still shy. I am still embarrassed and even irritated by
aggressive “BibIe-thumping." Yet I look with fresh eyes at
those God has brought together with me, even if it is only for
ten minutes on a train. I now talk a bit more readily and
openly.

WHO IS SITTING NEXT TO YOU?

The Railroad Evangelist

IIIIII
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Life is like a journey,
taken on a train, with a pair of
travelers at each
window pain;
I may sit beside you the whole
journey through,
or I may be seated
elsewhere,
never knowing you;
but if fate should place me
to sit at your side,
Let’s be pleasant travelers, it’s
so short a ride.

Sent in by Geneva Campbell
Contributing editor

Do you seriously think
God can't use you???
NOAH was a drunk
JACOB was a liar.
LEAH was ugly.
MOSES stuttered.
SAMPSON was a womanizer.
DAVID was an adulterer and murderer.
ELIJAH was suicidal.
JONAH ran from God.
JOB went bankrupt.
PETER denied Christ.
The Disciples kept falling asleep
when Jesus was praying.
The Samaritan woman was divorced.
Zacchaeus was too short.
LAZARUS was dead.

What’s your excuse?
“Caiaphas the High Priest, the religious and
political elite of their day. But Jesus bypassed
them all and went to the lowly fishermen and
tax collectors - the uneducated, uncultured
traders by the sea of Galilee. Some had
cheated and one had stolen, but because they
were pliable and yielding, He could shape
them into world changers, and He did. To this
day, Jesus is still doing the same - using men
and women from all backgrounds. He cleanses them with His blood, empowers them by His
Holy Spirit and uses them as world changers.
You can be one of them too.”
From the book by Reinhard Bonnke
“Are we Flammable or Fireproof?”

Spring 2019

Brothers & Sisters in Christ:
I received my copies of the Fall 2018 RR
Evangelist Magazine and this issues contains
some real quality content. Let me comment
about what is on the outside covers before I
make mention of the insides features.
I definitely must acknowledge and compliment the front cover photo of the BNSF and
Santa Fe locomotives. I did indeed occupy the
right hand cushion of Engine BNSF 4886 and
perform service. I very likely had the same experience in the classier Santa Fe red and silver
GE following the 4886.
I remember very well the classic color picture (back cover) of the 1964 Burlington Route
calendar. In 1964 my uncle and aunt Mr./Mrs.
Joe W. Johnson and sons lived in West Burlington, IA where the Burlington had a major
locomotive shop. That year almost every West
Burlington residence and place of business
had that calendar displayed. After all of these
decades the red, white and gray GP30 diesels
like the engine on the right still ply the rails for BNSF in some remanufactured
form. The larger steam engine must be Engine 4960 which carries on today on
the Grand Canyon RR. When I was a youngster living in Fort Worth in the
1950's the Burlington's subsidiary the Fort Worth and Denver still used steam
in road freight and yard service. Of course we will never forget those slick
Zephyr passenger trains. I am glad that I briefly got to work as flagman on the
Amtrak version of the California Zephyr over Burlington rails between Denver
and Lincoln and Rio Grande rails between Denver and Grand Junction.
SP Engineer Darryl Smith's testimony about the grade crossing collision
with a tank truck does document a miracle of mercy by GOD. No less of a miracle occurred when JESUS came into Darryl's heart and wrought change (2
Cor. 5:17). Recalling once again Amtrak's California Zephyr my good friend
Engineer Gary O'Donnell was bringing the westbound CZ into Denver at Commerce City, CO. He noticed a tanker truck that was not going to stop for the
crossing even though crossing signals were actuated. Gary increased throttle
rather than perform an emergency application of the brakes. This way there
was a chance of going through and emerging from the fireball. On impact orange flames completely obstructed the view out the windows and windshields.
The plan worked. it was another GOD miracle. Gary and the other crew member Rocket Richardson were able to exit the burning locomotive unscathed.
The driver perished in the collision. There were no other casualties.
Pastor Steve, I enjoyed your tribute to Jerry Waldrop the "train guy". I would
have enjoyed being friends of Jerry and Buzz Kaplan. I believe Jerry is with
the LORD today. He was blessed to have your friendship and ministry. The
American Flyer illustration reminded me that if I could do my Texas childhood
over again I would have opted for American Flyer over Lionel. I would own an
ABA set of Santa Fe Alco PA/PB locos and a consist of the silver streamlined
passenger cars just like those assigned to the Texas Chief. Until I read this
article I never realized that Isaiah 6 has such a railroad significance. I will remember this next time we all sing "Leaving on the Morning Train."
Joe, You wrote a beautiful tribute to fellow Engineer Vern Smith. What a
giant man of GOD he was.! The legacy of his ministry The Defenders and testimony will continue for ages to come or until the LORD returns. Lives have
been changed and souls have been saved.
Congratulations once again for another fine issue of “ALL ABOARD!”.

Yours in CHRIST,
David Wiegand
Albuquerque, NM
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Home of the world famous Tehachapi Loop
and the Tehachapi Depot Railroad Museum
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The Railroad Evangelist

Last October (2018) I had a marvelous opportunity to make
a final “Farewell Tour” to the Mojave desert and the town I
grew up in, Ridgecrest, California. One of the highlights of
my trip was to stop over in the town of Tehachapi, the home
of the world famous Tehachapi loop and the town itself that
is centered on and around the Railroad. What a treat that
was! Even though the Railroad Depot Museum had just
closed for the day a very nice man unlocked the door and
let me in and there where these three Museum volunteer's
(see photo on left) just getting ready to leave for the day.
They three folk were so friendly and welcoming, I just had
to ask them for a photo and they gladly held up holding the
Railroad Evangelist magazine, “All Aboard!”
The Famed Tehachapi Loop
Following sources courtesy from Wikipedia and other internet web sites.
One of the engineering feats of its day, the Loop was built
by Southern Pacific Railroad to ease the grade over Tehachapi Pass. Construction began in 1874, and the line
opened in 1876.
The Tehachapi Loop took under two years to complete, featuring 18 tunnels, 10 bridges, and numerous water towers
for the steam locomotives. Between 1875-76 about 3,000
Chinese workers equipped with little more than hand tools,
picks, shovels, horse drawn carts and blasting powder cut
through solid and decomposed granite to create the helixshaped 0.73 mile loop with grades averaging about 2.2 percent and an elevation gain of 77 feet.
The Loop became the property of the Union Pacific in 1996,
when the Union Pacific and Southern Pacific systems came
together. Trains of the BNSF Railway also use the loop under trackage rights.
A large white cross, "The Cross at the Loop", stands atop
the hill in the center of the loop in memory of two Southern
Pacific Railroad employees killed on May 12, 1989, in a
train derailment in San Bernardino, California.
If you are ever within driving distance of Tehachapi, about 50 miles west of
Bakersfield, you will not
be disappointed to visit
the Tehachapi Depot Railroad Museum and meet
the great folks there, everyone was very friendly.
The Tehachapi Loop is
about 14 miles NW of the
town and a must for any
rail fan and there are
signs that will guide you
there.
The photo to the left is
Joe Spooner, editor of the
Railroad Evangelist magazine, “All Aboard!”
standing across the street
from the water tower on
the sidewalk in front of the
Tehachapi Christian Book
Store. Stop in and say
“Joe sent me!”

Spring 2019

The Last Spike Ceremony

150 year Celebration of the
Transcontinental Railroad to be held in
Promontory, Utah May 20, 2019

May this be
our continued
prayer for our
country
“May God continue
the unity of our
country as this Railroad
unites the two great
oceans of the world”
The Golden Spike Ceremony, which took place May 10, 1869,
was held at Promontory Summit, Utah Territory. During that Ceremony, four special spikes were presented.
The Golden Spike Story
San Francisco contactor David Hewes, friend of Central Pacific
President Leland Stanford, was disappointed to discover no one
had prepared a commerative item for the completion of the transcontinental railroad, which was scheduled to be finished on May
8, 1869. Unable to persuade anyone to finance the casting of a
solid gold or silver section of rail, Hewes decided upon a more
practical token. Using $400 of his own gold, he had the William
T. Garatt Foundry of San Francisco cast the golden spike.
After casting, the golden spike was engraved on all four sides
and the top. Two sides bore the names of railroad officers and
directors. Another side was engraved, “The Pacific Railroad
ground broken Jan 8th 1863 and completed May 8th 1869.” The
fourth side was engraved, “May God continue the unity of our
Country as this Railroad unites the two great Oceans of the
world.” The top of the spike was simply engraved, “The Last
Spike.” For more detailed information go to: www.nps.gov.
Google: “The Great Train Race to Promontory” for all the details of where and when for each State that will be participating in
this historic event.
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For the love of Trains

Ridgecrest, California

By Cheryl McDonald - Ridgecrest, California

R

emember when you were 5 or 6 and you got your first train set for
Christmas? Were you one of those who got so engrossed in those
trains that with in a short period of time you were laying track all over
the house, and building towns under the dining room table?
Trains have had a huge influence on the growth of industry in our area. Trains replaced mules to haul ore for the mining industry, and at one
time there was even a short track that hauled supplies to China Lake, (a
Navy base in the desert!) and the tracks stopped just outside the Main
Gate. Even now one of the most successful short tracks in the country is
the Trona Railway, which runs from the Searles Valley Mineral Plants to
Mojave, just over 30 miles. We often think of railroads as the mode of
transportation of the past; however, there are still many reasons not to
count out the railroad. Not only is much of the freight hauled across our
great country carried by rail, many people still prefer to travel by train.
A good friend of mine is a member of the Eastern Sierra Railroad
Society here in Ridgecrest, and he invited me to attend one of the
club’s meetings and see their extensive layouts for model trains. This
group has been meeting since the ’60s, and they are located in one of
the side buildings at the Desert Empire Fairgrounds. Many of the members have been working in some capacity for the railroad much of their
lives and have a wealth of knowledge about the history of the railroad.
While I was there visiting, I talked to one of the train history buffs, Bill
Moen, who told me about short track railways that were develop
throughout our history here in the West, many of them no longer in existence. Warren McGowan, who is retired from the Trona Railway, also
gave me a tour of the club’s facility, and he showed me all of the new
projects under way to create additional layouts. > Continued on page 11
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Ridgecrest, California

Mojave Desert

I would never have thought that in this little desert
town where I grew up would have a model railroad
club, but it does! The Eastern Sierra Railroad
Society is alive and well in Ridgecrest, California.
I was in Ridgecrest for a few a days in October
(2018) to visit family and friends. To my utter
amazement I accidently came across Eastern Sierra Railroad Society while looking for information
on the Trona Railroad Company. More on Trona
in the Summer 2019 issue.
I called to find out more about the model railroad
club and was invited out to see it in person. As it
happened, the ESRS members were meeting that
day to work on their humongous layout. They have
a permanent facility at the Ridgecrest Fair Grounds.
The photos on this page do not due justice to their
layout. To see some better quality photos and videos go to their FaceBook page at:
Eastern Sierra Railroad Society and enjoy.

The Railroad Evangelist

Knotsee
&

Inyokern, California

Ictoagn
Railroad

Mike Taylor
Owner - Operator K&I Railroad

Come Visit!

Mike
Taylor’s
Knotsee
&
Ictoagn
Railroad

Inyokern, California

While visiting the Eastern Sierra Railroad Society, I met Mike Taylor, president of the ESRS.
He invited me out to view his massive layout: “The Knotsee & Ictoagn Railroad” that he has
at his home in Inyokern, about 8 miles West of Ridgecrest off Highway 395. His home is
truly an “oasis” in the desert and an unbelievable massive model layout in his specially built
shop. If you are ever traveling down 395 and see the sign “Inyokern”, don’t blink as you will
probably miss it. Mike invites you to his place to enjoy his layout, just give him a “heads up”
call (760-377-2011) before you plan on stopping by. Enjoy the photos, everything is in color
on our web page at RailHopeAmerican.com under our current issue for Spring 2019.

Spring 2019
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REA Chapters

Friends of REA is for those who are
incarcerated or confined to a facility
who receive REA’s Railroad Evangelist, “All Aboard!” and would like to
correspond with other REAers.

Alexandria, VA Chapter meets
the 3rd Monday of the month. For
more information contact Geneva
Campbell at (540) 869-7019
Malaga, NJ Chapter meets the
2nd Saturday of the month. For
more information contact Marlene
Sampson at (1-609) 561-6922

Please Note
Be patient in writing our railroad related
inmates. Be consistent in writing to them
as they need our encouragement, prayers
and support. Mail your letters direct to
them. If your letters are returned, there is
probably no use in re-sending them as
addresses change without getting new
ones. REMEMBER, do not use address
labels or REA stickers on envelopes unless you have the inmates say it is okay.
Jeremy Neff
1015 Commerce Ave.
Vero Beach, FL 32960
Michael Behn # 292354
PO Box 861
Trenton, NJ 08625
Richard F. Bryant #262261-G1-121-S
Dade Correctional Institution
19000 SW 377th Street
Florida City, FL 33034
Jay E. Glenewinkel #56817-280
FCI
PO Box 5000
Oakdale, LA 71463
Carl Sonne #77049 NCF
138 E. Milan Road
Berlin, NH 03570
David A. Meeks Larson 2 North
Logansport State Hospital
1098 South State Rd 25
Logansport, IN 46947
Harold Rector c/o Linda Watts
4816 Dayton Blvd. Apt. #5
Chattanooga, TN 37415
Justino A. Santana, Jr #S07551 CCI
19562 SE Institutional Drive
Bloutstown, FL 32424
Donald Sprinkle 0-P 27187 A2114V
New River Correctional Institution
PO Box 900
Railford, FL 32083
Scott Driver J06161
Holmes Correctional Institution
3142 Thomas Dr.
Bonifay, FL 32425
Bryan Rutkosky E54885
New River Correctional Institution
PO Box 900
Railford, FL 32083

Further information contact:
Rev. Steve Seidler
22 Joyce Street
Stafford, VA 22556
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RED BLOCK!
REA could use your help. The
Railroad Evangelist magazine “All
Aboard!” has always been financially difficult to publish and mail
out the Summer issue.
During the Summer time people
are pre-occupied with family,
friends and vacations.
It is for this reason we are asking
that if you can help out financially
with a special one time Summer
gift at this time it would be very
much appreciated if you were able
to help.
Thank you.

How to begin a REA

RailHope
Fellowship

Beginning a REA/RH Fellowship can
be quite simple. Find two or three (or
more) people of like mind who love the
Lord and railroading. We suggest you
can gather once a month or as often as
you like. Meet for coffee or over a
meal at a restaurant, or someone's
home for a time of prayer, share a devotional or scripture and discuss how
your Fellowship can be more effective
in reaching out to the Railroad Community in your area with the Gospel.
You can structure the Fellowship to
what fits your situation best. REA will
do all we can to assist you.
For further information
contact the editor at:
rrjoe@comcast.net or write
REA PO Box 5026
Vancouver, WA 98661
Thanks to Donald Howell, Director of Development and Ministry Advancement for REA
has made available very nice embroidered
REA logo on either a blue or pink polo shirt.
For size, color choice and price
(very reasonable) contact Don
Howell via telephone or e-mail.
571-486-6806
RailHopeAmerica@gmail.com

> A three-legged dog walks into a saloon
in the Old West and says, “I’m looking for
the man who shot my paw”.
>I wish the buck stopped here; I sure
could use a few.
> It’s hard to make a comeback when you
haven’t been anywhere.
> If God wanted me to touch my toes, He
would have put them on my knees.
> These days, I spend a lot of time thinking about the hereafter. I go somewhere
to get something and then wonder what
I’m here after.
> A single fact can ruin a good argument.
>Why don’t men have mid-life crises?
Because they are stuck in adolescence.
> Never trust a dog to watch your food.
> I didn’t fight my way to the top of the
food chain to be a vegetarian.
> A guy walks into a psychiatrist’s office
and says, “Doc, you gotta help me. Nobody will talk to me! The psychiatrist
says, “Next!”
> Funny how a $10.00 bill looks so big
when you take it to church, but how small
it looks when you go to the store.
> No one listening until you make a mistake.
>Instead of John, I call my bathroom Jim.
It sounds better when I say I went to the
Jim first thing in the morning.
> Some things are better left unsaid,
Which I usually don’t realize until after I
said them.
> You are dust, and you will return to
dust, That’s why I do not dust, it could be
somebody I know.
> Sin is like a credit card, enjoy now, pay
later.
> I never thought I would be the kind of
person to wake up early in morning to
exercise...and I was right.
> Cop: You were going to fast.
Me: I was just trying to keep up with traffic.
Cop: There isn’t any.
Me: I know! That’s how far behind I am.

“A cheerful heart
does good like a medicine”
Proverbs 17:22 - Living Bible
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For the love of Trains from page 8
If you were thinking model trains are for the 10-and-under set,
you would be very wrong. These newer trains now have computer chips that are programmable to run the cars with wireless
remotes. Cars are complete with authentic sounds and lights,
and members of the club create custom designed scenery including life-like landscapes, with towns and factories complete
with automation.
The club is open to new members, male or female, and during
the Desert Empire Fair days, they will be open and sharing their
trains and information with the public. This is a hobby for the
craftsman, electrical engineer, computer expert, historian, and of
course those of you who just love trains. If you find yourself in
need of a hobby and fit in one or more of these categories,
please check out the Eastern Sierra Railroad Society when
visiting the Fair Grounds.
Cheryl McDonald is a local resident and photographer capturing
the Eastern Sierra Nevada Corridor. This article was used with
permission from the Daily Independent, (Ridgecrest) with some
slight modifications. For this publication.

> Continued from page 14. There are followers of Christ
in many different companies on the Norwegian tracks! The
most of the Railhoper's are young people with families and
children. This is a blessing, but also a problem to find time
for meetings. Therefore we try to have "pancakes meeting"
in our workplaces in the "lunch-room". We try to establish
the kingdom of God by giving pancakes and kindness to our
colleagues. This work leads us to our colleagues hearts and
we can share the gospel! We also have infiltrated the union
on the Railways with the good news! Thank you so much for
all prayers and encouragement. We really like to hear about
the work in America. I'm praying for that I can visit America
at a future time and share my testimony for the Railworkers
in America. And also meet my colleagues on the tracks for
Christ!

Remembering George
George Sampson was a devoted to God, his wife,
family and REA. He sure did have a great sense of
humor. My daughter Mary and George had some
good laughs together. Mary and I will miss him. He
was a very special person to Mary and others. May
God’s blessings be upon Marlene and her family.
In His love, Carol & Mary Clifton. Malaga Chapter

RailHopeAmerica of the REA had two tables at the SW Washington
model railroad swap meet this past October. Standing in front of
our tables is a photo of Frank, a genuine Rail FANatic.

Spring 2019

HEY parents and grandparents send us your photos of you children or grandchildren in a railroad related
photo so we can publish it
here on the Children's Railroad page.
Top right is Owen who
loves to look at all the trains
in our “All Aboard!” Railroad
Evangelist magazine.
To the left is
Cora on her
first Vancouver Mall Train
ride. Cora
and Owen
standing next
to the Mall
train.

We at want to invite and encourage you to investigate
the “Worlds Greatest Hobby”, The world of Model
Railroading. Model Railroading is not only a lot of fun
but you can learn and meet new friends when you get
involved. A number of ways to begin is to visit a local
Hobby Shop that sells model trains and you can find out
where and when other Model Railroaders meet and
have displays open to the public.
There are many Model Railroading web sites as well but
a good place to begin is going to:
www.GreatestHobby.com
If you are already a Model Railroader let us hear from
you and maybe we can do a story in this publication so
you can share your layout with others around the world!
Write: REA PO Box 5026 Vancouver, WA. 98668
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Jesus said,

“I am the way, the truth and the life.

Begin planning to attend the 78th National
Railroad Evangelistic Association
Convention - Everyone is Welcome!

August 19 – 23, 2019

Located in the peaceful hills of Pennsylvania at the

Bongiorno Conference Center
430 Union Hall Road Carlisle, PA 17013

Room rate for the week - including meals & tax:
Double occupancy....$330.00 (each)
Single occupancy….$365.00
Children 5-12 years old $165.00
Children 13-17 years old $225.00
NOTE: All Conference fees must be paid no later than
JULY 24, 2019 to our REA Registrar. Thank you!
REGISTRATION: Receive name tag and room key is on
Monday August 20th from 3-5 PM. Dinner at 5:00 PM.

REA Registrar
Mrs. Beverly Salloum
720 W. Thomas Street
Rome, NY 13440
(315) 368-8612 (cell - prefers texting)
E-mail: rev.salloum@gmail.com
NOTE:
Day guests $15.00 plus any meals

AREA ATTRACTIONS

- Getting on the right track How to go to Heaven

First, you must believe that God loves you, more than you can imagine,
And He loves you just the way you are right now at this moment. “God
demonstrates His own love towards us, in that while we were still
sinners, Christ died for us.” Romans 5:8
God is offering you a brand new life and this new life begins by being
“Born again” into His family, (John 1:12,13, & 3:5-7), a life of
“righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit”. Romans 14:17
1. Righteousness: You not only become in right standing with God
with all your sins forgiven and forgotten but you “become the righteousness of God in Him”. (2 Corinthians 5:21)
2. Peace: “Therefore having been justified by faith, we have peace
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.” Being “justified” means
‘just-if-I’d-never-sinned’. WOW! Peace with God once and for all!
3. Joy: Jesus said, “If you keep My commandments, you will abide
in My love, just as I have kept My Father’s commandments and
abide in His love. These things I have spoken to you, that My joy
may remain in you, and that your joy may be full. This is My commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.”
4. Holy Spirit: The Bible says, speaking of Jesus, “He will baptize
you with the Holy Spirit and fire.” (Matthew 3:11) When we receive
Jesus Christ as our Savior and Lord, not only are all our sins forgiven
but He will empower you to live the Christian life. (read Acts 1:8 & 2:38)
You can use the following prayer as a model and make it you own, or
you can use your own words, God see’s the intend of your heart.
“God, be merciful to me a sinner. I repent and renounce all my sins,
both know and unknown. I ask you Lord Jesus to forgive me, come
into my life, make yourself real to me, fill me with your Holy Spirit to
help and empower me to live for You all the days of my life.
In Jesus name. Amen!

Located within driving distance is:

>NEW! MUSEUM of the BIBLE. Washington DC.
>Historic Carlisle - US Army War College - 15 minutes.
>Gettysburg - About a 30 minute drive.
>Hershey - About a 45 minute drive.
>Strasburg RR community - A little over an hour drive.
>Sight & Sound Theater in Lancaster - A little over an hour.
>The heart of the Amish in Lancaster - A little over an hour.
>National Civil War Museum - Harrisburg - About 30
minutes.
>Washington D.C. - About 2 1/2 hour drive.
>Valley Forge / Philadelphia - About 3 hours
-PLUS A WHOLE LOT MORE! -
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FACT

FAITH

FEELING

-------------------------------------

As illustrated by the train graphic above representing you have placed
your faith (trust, confidence) in what Jesus has done for you, fact, on
the cross according to the Bible, the Word of God.
Our salvation is not based on the way we feel but in the fact that our
faith is founded in the word of God. But Jesus did say, “If you abide in
Me, and My words abide in you, you will ask what you desire, and it
shall be done for you...These things I have spoken to you, that My joy
may remain in you, and that your joy may be full.” (John 15:7&11).
For further help write us for our “Switching” brochure. Also free Bible
Studies go to www.PTL.org (Pocket Testament League).
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“Well done, good and faithful servant . . . enter into the joy of the Lord”
For a donation of any amount to the Cross Over Memorial page is a place where both God and your loved ones will be remembered and honored as it will
help REA to continue publishing the Good News of Jesus Christ to the worldwide railroad community through the Railroad Evangelist magazine.

“Weeping may endure for a night, but joy comes in the morning.” Psalm 30:5

George T. Sampson, Jr. By REA Malaga Chapter
George T. Sampson, Jr. by Allan L. Carpenter
Robert K. Stein by Jennie Larson and family
Vern Smith by Joe Spooner

George T. Sampson, Jr. By Joe Spooner
Harry Hassler by Christian Community Church
Rosalind Glass by Joe Spooner
George T. Sampson, Jr. by Ruth L. Lounsberry

George T. Sampson, Sr., age 81, of Winslow, NJ, went home to be with the Lord on October 15, 2018. Mr.
Sampson worked for the Laborers Union Local #172 for many years before retiring. He was an active member of
Grace Community Church in Waterford Works and a member of the Railroad Evangelistic Association.
George’s life changed months before the Lord took him home. George prayed out loud every night fo so many people, his family, friends, neighbors for the sick and children on the hospital that God put on his heart.
At 6:30 am George sat on the chair with a most peaceful look upon his face and within seconds he was in the presence of the Lord. Isaiah 26:3 George was not a railroad man but he loved going to the REA chapter meetings
each month and the REA convention each year. He would always tell people, “If you go once to the convention you
will keep going back every year”. His favorite verse was Psalm 34:8, “Taste and see that the Lord is good.
Blessed is the man who trusts in Him” George did taste and he did see that the Lord is good.
Till we are together again with the Lord. I will always love you! - Marlene Sampson
R

REA Malaga Chapter members sharing good times together.
Rosalind Masella Ragonese Glass was ushered into heaven on November 11, 2018. Mrs. Glass was predeceased
by her husband of 58 years, Paul Ragonese. Rosalind, along with her two sisters, Eleanor and Angeline (The Masella Trio) ministered in many churches in America, Canada and Italy, singing in both English and Italian, blessing
those that heard their presentation of the Gospel in music. They conducted a prison ministry for over thirty years,
ministered in many local nursing homes, as well as the Toomey Abbott Towers in Syracuse. Rosalind was an accomplished musician, mastering the piano, organ and keyboard. She played piano and sang in the church in which she
was raised, First Christian Assembly. Rosalind taught their Junior Church Children's Ministry for sixteen years. Also
predeceasing Rosalind was her husband, Rev. Robert Glass, pastor of Faith Gospel Church of Liverpool, NY, where
Rosalind ministered in music with him. Rosalind ministered for many years at the annual Railroad Evangelistic Association in both song and the conventioneer’s pianist. She will be greatly
missed by all her family, friends and her REA brothers and sisters.
Robert Stein, passed away in the November of 2017 at the age of 95. He was a retired Burlington Northern machinist. Robert worked many hours crafting and maintaining his extensive
model trainset in his basement. He loved his children, grand-children, great-great grandchildren
and his great-great-great grandchildren dearly, and visits from the little ones especially brightened his day. Robert taught an adult Sunday school class for several years at Darrow Road
Wesleyan Church. In recent years he faithfully attended services at Heart to Heart Ministries
where his stepson David E. Wicklund is pastor. Roberts great-great grandson, Kaden Gariepy loves everything
about trains and now receives his own copy for the Railroad Evangelist, “All Aboard!”
George Bauerschmidt, 1934-2017. George took his last train ride on Wednesday, November 8, 2017, George
passed peacefully in his sleep, surrounded by his family. George’s son said, “My dad was a big fan of the Railroad
and the Railroad Evangelist magazine, “All Aboard!” .

“Only one life, it will soon be past, only what’s done for Christ will last”
Spring 2019
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RailHope International

Railway Missions of Britain
To find out more of RM in Britain go to their
Facebook page: Railway Missions

Formally International Railway Missions.

You are invited to attend the 2019 International Railway Missions Conference in the heart of Holland.

O

n Saturday 17th of November (2018) Michele Ashton,
third from left) from the Railway Mission Chaplains
received a Special Recognition Award from British
Transport Police for all her work in supporting both Police
officers and staff and the staff of STM Group through challenging times. Railway Mission's strap-line is 'Support on
Life's Journey' and this is just what Michele has been doing
for so many people.

Above are some of the IRM attendees who met for the
initial planning meeting for the coming IRM Conference
coming August 2-9, 2019.
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
I would like to say, ‘Thank you’ to all of you for making us feel so welcome in Lunteren, Netherlands!
It was really great to meet you and helpful to make our time so profitable and enjoyable. Now is the time to continue for prayer and the
preparation work for the IRM conference 2019.
Please, report about the idea of IRM and represent the IRM conference 2019 to your associations, in meetings, to your colleagues, in
church services, etc.
The invitation for the IRM conference 2019 is also in English and
German (print flyer) and on www.railway-mission.net (pdf.file)
available!
The online registration on www.railway-mission.net will be active end
of October. For help, please ask your IRM Representative or Mrs. Lenie Manusiwa, NL (IRM Conference Secretary)!
Profit from the early bird discount until May 1st, 2019!
I convey my best wishes to you and a word from the Apostle Paul:
"For we live by faith, not by sight." (2 Corinthians 5:7)
In our mission work we want to continue to act as we would seeing
him who is invisible.
God bless you,
Ulrich Berger
IRM-President

From left to right, Liam Johnston, Executive Director of
Railway Mission, Amy a BTP officer and friend who accompanied Michele to the award ceremony, Michele Ashton,
Chaplain to London Liverpool Street and East Anglia and
Stephanie Anderson STM Director.
Congratulations
Michele!

A letter from
Borge Salte

RailHope
Norway

T

hank you so
much for the
"All Aboard” magazine! Yes, we
really like this
magazine, and we
are so thankful for you sending the magazines to Norway.
This magazines really encourage me and others railway
staff to live our lives for Christ. We distribute the 10 magazines to the "Railhope workers" all over Norway. Stories
about soldiers of Christ like Vern Smith, Carl Cook and
Juanita Wanda Bragg fill our heart with joy and thanksgivings. People like them encourage us in so many ways to live
for Christ and share our testimony! First time I read this
magazine about this American workers as shared in "All
Aboard!" magazine and their testimony, it really touched
my heart! People like this has helped me to turn my eyes up
on Jesus. And today I also have boldness to do this, because they show me how to do it! So thank you American
brothers and sisters in Christ!
We pray for you and Railhope America! Also the "ticket to
heaven" (The heaven bound Railroad. Route of the forgiven
sinners) and also the old "emblem" of Railroad Evangelistic
Association, gives us a lot of ideas. In Norway the kingdom
of God on the Railways going well. The Lord has lead us to
the right persons all over the country. >Continued on page 11
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George H.W. Bush had a magnificent send-off as our 41st President as he was laid to rest at College Station, Texas on December 6, 2018.

Imagine the incredible crowd of loved one’s and friend’s who have gone on before us that will greet us on our first day in
Heaven and I am sure the first one in line will be no other that our wonderful Lord and Savior Jesus Christ who loved us
so much that He died for all our sins, “Oh what a day a glorious day that will be!”
Yes, each one of us, who have made Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior, will one day will be leaving on “The morning
Train” , that day will come soon enough, to take us to glory and what a glorious day that will be! For those who haven't
received Jesus as your Savior, it is not too late, see page 12 and receive Jesus Christ now into your life, you will never,
ever regret it. I guarantee it!
I recently read, “Imagine Heaven”. A wonderful book to give to those in Hospice or a sceptic or even a believer as it will
give them a marvelous glance what glory, hope and splendor awaits us when we see Jesus in His all encompassing love
that we will experience forever!
The Bible is clear, “The wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life
in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Romans 6:23)
It is a free gift, all you have
to do is receive it! Do it today, do it now.
IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII
To the right is grandson Owen, my little railroad buddy.
Owen loves everything
trains. Photo was taken on
the Mount Hood Christmas
Train Express to Christmas
City to pick up Santa as he
needed a lift back to town.
- Joe Spooner

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll
Publication Guidelines for the Railroad Evangelist magazine

We are always looking for original railroad related photos, drawings and stories, articles, personal testimonies (300 - 800 words) or poems that
would be of a spiritual interest to our readers of the Railroad Evangelist magazine. Currently the Railroad Evangelist magazine is published
three times a year. Material received will be returned upon request. For further information or questions contact the editor.

Spring 2019
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Local Contact:

Change Services Requested

PO Box 5026
Vancouver, WA 98668

Railroad Evangelistic Association

David Weigand, former president of REA and his
wife Rosaland on the New Mexico Centennial Special Union Pacific passenger train from Santa Rosa
to Vaughn, NM on November 5, 2011. They rode
in the dome chair car #7015, “Challenger”.
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