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n February 25, I attended the New Mexico State Evangelism Conference in
Albuquerque. Our keynote speaker was Dr. Chuck Kelley, President Emeritus
of New Orleans Baptist Seminary. I am anxious to share with you some of his
upbeat observations and thoughts about revival.
All of us Christians are disturbed by decreasing numbers of people attending
church. We are troubled by the hostility aimed at Christianity and Judaism . This rejection of belief in GOD by younger generations corresponds to the number of student
suspensions spiking in our local school districts. Deaths by alcoholism and suicide are
increasing exponentially. As a retired railroad employee I am especially concerned by
the epidemic of suicides by train. These tragedies are a result of rejecting GOD, His
church and His plan of salvation through JESUS CHRIST.
Dr. Kelley is about my age and like me his teenage years were in the turbulent
1960's. I wore bell bottoms and Paisley shirts and my hair and beard were grown out
much to the chagrin of some of my elders. Dr. Kelley reminded us that the 60's were an
era of drug abuse, sexual promiscuity, riots, racial strife, violent demonstrations in protest of the unpopular Vietnam War. Christianity was not in vogue in the 60's. But GOD
was about to move in glorious fashion in 1970.
Revival broke out in a big way in 1970. We remember it as the JESUS Freak Revival
or JESUS Revolution. In 1966 Time Magazine's cover asked the question "Is GOD
Dead?" In 1971 JESUS was Time's Man of the Year. Top 40 hit songs included "Oh
Happy Day", "Put Your Hand in the Hand of the Man from Galilee" and the beautiful
rendition of "Amazing Grace" by Judy Collins. People were coming to faith in CHRIST
by the thousands and many of these saints are still fighting the good fight for the LORD.
I submit to you that GOD can once again move in a mighty way and send revival. For that to happen we must pray without ceasing (2nd Thess. 5:17), nourish ourselves in the Word of GOD (1st Peter 2:2), and be of good courage and wait on the
LORD (Psalm 27:12). The decade in which we have just entered could well be remembered as the Roaring Twenties of Revival!
May GOD bless each and every one of you,
David Wiegand
Regarding Engine MKT 142, I did a little research and here is
what I discovered. The locomotive was delivered to the Katy
in 1951 as a 1600 hp Alco RS3 model. In the late 1950's it
was rebuilt and re-engined with an Electro-Motive 567 power
plant and redesignated as an RS3m model. That rebuild explains the locomotive's unusual appearance. It was retired in
1988 when the Katy merged into the Union Pacific. The locomotive was acquired by the Midland Railway Co., a heritage
tourist railroad based in Baldwin City, KS. The Midland now
owns and operates former Santa Fe branch line trackage between Baldwin City and Ottawa, KS. In Baldwin City I was invited into the cab of the 142 by a Midland employee and he photographed me in my best engineer pose. The engine runs long hood
forward. For just a few moments I relived that special memory from 1957 when Granddaddy Wiegand and a friendly Katy fireman heisted me into the cab of the lead locomotive on the northbound
Texas Special during its station stop in Waco, TX. That was my first visit inside a locomotive
cab. Red is my favorite color and when I was a small boy living in Fort Worth where the red Katy
had a large presence, I wanted to grow up and be an engineer or conductor on the larger than life
Missouri-Kansas-Texas Railroad. My family and I moved to New Mexico in 1961 where the grandon
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“May your passion for the Lord be an
all-consuming fire; may sharing Him with
others be your single, true desire.
May knowing Jesus change your life as
nothing else can do; may you find joy,
believing He has a plan for you.”

Fall 2020

1. We believe in the Scripture of the Old and
New Testaments as verbally inspired by God,
and inerrant in the original writings. They are the
supreme and final authority in faith and life.
2. We believe in one God eternally existing in
three persons: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
3. We believe that Jesus Christ was begotten
by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, and is
true God and true Man.
4. We believe that man was created in the
image of God: that he sinned, and thereby
incurred, not only physical death, but also
Spiritual death which is separation from God. All
human beings are born with a sinful nature, and
in the case of those who reach moral
responsibility become sinners in thought, word,
and deed.
5. We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ died
for our sins according to the Scriptures, as a
representative and substitutionary sacrifice. In
addition that all who believe in Him are justified
on the ground of His shed Blood.
6. We believe in the resurrection of the
crucified Body of our Lord, in His Ascension into
Heaven and in His present life there for us, as
High Priest and Advocate.
7. We believe in "that blessed hope," the
personal, premillennial, and imminent return of
our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.
8. We believe that all who receive by faith the
Lord Jesus Christ are born again of the Holy
Spirit and thereby become children of God.
9. We believe in the bodily resurrection of the
just and unjust, the everlasting blessedness of
the saved, and the everlasting, conscious
punishment of the lost.
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“Brakes weren’t set,” where the first words I heard the rear
brakeman say. “I tried to set them. I climbed on the first car and
tried to set the brakes, but it did no good, so I jumped off.”
As a recent graduate of Baylor University with a business degree and now a student at Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary in Fort Worth on an Air Force Academic Delay of Entrance to
active duty, I quickly wondered how many workers in the pit we
may have killed. I prayed none!!!

By Gil A. Stricklin
Plano, Texas

Head Brakeman 1957

E

ven though I was a seasoned railroad veteran at
age 24, this was a new railroad
and I had been “officially” employed only three hours when
tragedy struck. I was the new
man on the crew. We were a
local, switching cars, picking up
and putting out, as we built our
Rock Island freight train that hot
June dark night. It was about
Gil Stricklin is shown in his railroad home midnight on the main line north of
office holding Lionel electric steam enFort Worth, Texas.
gine 1669. His office is decorated with

electric trains, railroad lanterns, switch
We had worked Bridgeport,
locks and keys, railroad shovel, railroad
pictures, caboose kerosene lamp, and Texas and it seemed things were
other railroad paraphernalia collected normal, and all was going the
over the years.
way our crew conductor said it

would. However, railroad people
have a reputation, and along with
that goes a “nick name,” Our engineer that night was known as a
heavy drinker and some even said he always had a bottle with him
on any run. He was known as “Big Drinker.” That was my concern
as I climbed up the engine’s stairs. I was greeted by the fireman, a
friendly fellow who welcomed me to the crew for our run; the engineer ignored me as if I were not even there, never looking at me or
speaking.

When we slowly descended in the deep hole where rock was
dug, we discovered the results of our wreck the first night on the
job. We could not see very well, eventhough there was some light
from rear of our diesel road switcher. We could see enough. I did
not want to see more.
I counted five loaded rock cars either turned over or run off the
track. Their small GM switch engine looked like a bomb had demolished it. You could tell it was an engine, but not much more. It
was destroyed, no hope of repairs.
The first night I worked on a train crew I was involved in a major
wreck. Thank God no workers were on duty so lives were spared.
I did not know it then but later the railroad would estimate the damage at $275,000. (In 2020 money it would be $1 million, or more,)
Worked one night and get fired! That would not look good on
my railroad resume. I was sick, not only for what had happened,
but I still had to tell my dad. That was the hard part.
Now I grew up in a railroad family of five boys. Every one of us
when we were old enough went to work on the Missouri, Kansas,
and Texas Railroad—The Katy—where my dad worked for halfcentury. He went from a non-college graduate filling Kerosene
lanterns in a rail yard as a 10-year boy to a Superintendent.
Our conductor notified railroad official and we tied up in the yard.
After finding a phone, I looked at my railroad watch, with my lantern hanging on my arm. It showed 4 a.m. Dad would be sound
asleep as he still had an hour before he would roll out and head to
work.

The train pulled up short of a switch for our next pickup that led
to a siding with a track running three or four miles off the main line
down in the deep bowls of an active rock quarry. Our order stated
we were to pick up 20 cars of crushed rock.

A sleepy voice answered the call, expecting some Katy emergency. It was a railroad emergency, but not the Katy. It was the
Rock Island and the employee was his third son.

I jumped off the engine at the switch and could see two lanterns
coming toward me. The rear brakeman cut the cars and gave me
the signal to move forward. I passed the signal to the engineer and
waited for my other two train crew members to join me at the
switch.

“Dad, this is Sonny. I have bad news” I started. “You know tonight was my first run as a brakeman for the Rock Island. Well, we
had an accident and I have been laid off. The investigation is next
week, I know I will get fired. What am I going to do, Dad?” I said
as I fought to keep tears coming to the eyes of a grown man.

When they arrived and our cars cleared the switch, with my railroad lantern, which I had to buy personally, I stopped the train after
clearing the switch. The sidetrack to where the cars were parked
for us to pick up was about a mile back on a curve. The conductor
and rear brakeman hopped the first car moving on the sidetrack to
make our pickup.

If I lived 1,000 years, I could never forget his reply. “Just go in
there and tell the truth,” he said with a clear and strong voice.
“Just tell the truth. Tell what you did and only speak words of
truth.” A few days later, I did just that.

I was at the top of the curve with responsibility to pass the signals from the rear brakeman to the engineer. It seemed we were
moving rather fast for such a short run when I got the “washout
signal” for an immediate stop.

I was not fired and continued to get out on a run Friday afternoon or evening and a second run on Sunday since we had no
classes on Monday. I would make more money on those four days
than most of those preachers I went to school with would make in
two months.

I swung my lantern quickly across in front of me to the engineer
when I heard a loud explosion, and the train suddenly stopped.
However, I could see the lanterns moving swiftly away from me and
I knew the rear brakeman and conductor were running toward the
cars we were to pick up.

Over the summer and into the fall, I made and saved enough
money to pay cash for my fiancé engagement and wedding rings,
cash for our honeymoon, with a nest egg to begin married life together. That has been 62 years ago, and my past railroad career is
good memories and my current marriage is a
joyful reality day after day.

The worse sound you can imagine is to hear the squeak of railroad cars moving when they were supposed to be stopped. Finally, I get a signal to move backward to where the other crew waited.

“Tragedy on the Tracks; First Night” was a
bad experience. Now it is only a memory to
share with railroad folks who understand.
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Gil ‘Sonny’ Stricklin grew up in

a railroad family. His father worked
for the Missouri, Kansas and
Texas Railroad—The Katy-- for
51 years. Each of his five boys
worked for the same railroad. The third son Sonny as a
15 year old high school boy was
hired in 1950 as a extra Christmas
mail helper. At that time all U.S. Mail was moved by trains with
almost every passenger train having a mail car with 5-6 mail
workers each carrying a pistol strapped on their hip. Every little
town had a mail pouch catcher where outgoing mail was picked
at 45 miles an hour by a passenger train flashing through town
with no stop. Every Christmas 1950-1957 he was a Christmas
railroad mail helper in Denison, Texas. In the summer he
worked on a signal gang out on the line putting in telegraph
poles, stringing wire for Morris Code train orders or helping
repair or replace signals. He moved from the gang to Katy Box
Car Shop as a carpenter’s helper, and then as a decking red
hot bolt catcher. It was in May 1957 shortly after receiving his
BA in Business Administration from Baylor University, and a
2nd Lieutenant’s commission in the Air Force, he went to work
as a brakeman for the Chicago, Rock Island, and Pacific Rail
Road in Fort Worth, Texas. At Christmas he was hired by the
Texas Pacific Railroad also in Fort Worth as an extra mail helper. It was the third railroad for which he worked in four different
departments from mail helper to train crew member. The next
37-years was as a commissioned officer in the Air Force and as
a Chaplain in the U.S. Army. He retired as a Chaplain
(Colonel) from the Army Chaplain’s Corps, and began Marketplace Chaplains and Railroad Chaplains working for the Burlington, Northern, Santa Fe and Canadian Pacific Railroads as
Railroad Chaplains. Most of his life he has been connected to
the railroad transportation industry.

Gil A. Stricklin, Chairmen and CEO of Marketplace
Ministries,
(now retired) that included, Railway Chaplains opened our 70th
Annual REA Convention (2011) on Monday
evening. With humor
and inspiration. Gil informed us of this very
important ministries that
comes along side in
time of need to help
families who have suffered tragic loss or injury relating to railroad
incidents.

By Michael Lee Lepker
Florence, Arizona
“Friend of REA”

H

ere I sit, another blessed day which is truly a gift from
God. How can I make that statement? Since you are
incarcerated, well let’s analyze that very true statement.

First and foremost most we must read Philippians 4:11, “not
that I speak in regard for need, for I have learned in whatever
state I am to be content.” That alone should be the answer but to
many it will appear to be unacceptable.
From childhood we quickly learn to obtain material items, which
within a short time become discarded. That one model train or
baseball card that we just had to have…where is it today? Why
do we buy a new car when the one we now have suits our purposes just fine?
It is a conditioned response. In my case, “stuff” had totally
taken over my life! So who, or more accurately WHAT or who
was my GOD? Who or what is yours? A larger house quickly
becomes very quickly too small. It happens to all of us to one
degree or another. One property was not enough for me, I had to
buy a lot with a large steel building…still not enough!
So what is “Gods standard for living?” Lets look at Matthew
6:26. We all know this one, but is this one of those verses we
skim over and quickly forget? “Look at the birds of the air, for
they neither sow or reap, nor gather into barns, yet your heavenly
Father feeds them.” Humm, kinda like being here in prison! All of
my needs are met! Psalm 119:37, “Turn my eyes away from
liking at worthless things and revive me in your way.” Well, I’ll be!
That is what has happened to me! But did you catch the “key” in
this passage? Here it is, “from looking at”. How many times have
we been on the Hobby Shop or swap meet “looking at, or more
specifically “coveting” what was on display? I know I did. I am
now confessing my sins. For me there is no more of a fantastic
vehicle than a 1934 Ford. I have literally, (in my mind), drooled
over hundreds of them in my 45 years. Was it coveting? What
day of the week was it on? Lets see, “Keep Gods day holy”,
coveting on Gods holy day? Surly He won’t mind. AT least that
is what my mind was being poisoned to believe.
God, right now, please forgive me/us all for disobeying You. I
readily admit I am a sinner. I Corinthians 11:32 says, “But when
we are judged we are chastened by the Lord, that we may not be
condemned with the world.” THANK YOU LORD! I call the next
verse my personal verse, Matthew 10:39, “He who finds his life
will lose it, and he who looses his life for My sake will find it.” This
last first is perhaps my second favorite verse in the Bible,
“Behold, happy is the man whom God corrects. Therefore do not
despise the chastening of the Almighty.”
(Job 5:17)
Any Questions?
Editors note: I met a man who was incarcerated for four years. He said, “it was
the best four years of his life”, because
he came to know Jesus as his Lord and
Savior and had the time to study the
Bible, it was truly a life changing time.
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by Rev. Stephen R. Seidler
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Railroading with the Gospel at a Pastor’s Open House
Pastor Louis Shower
Washington, Indiana
www.gbcwashingtonin.com

T

rains
have
been part of
Pastor Louis
Showers’ life almost
from the beginning.
The Erie Railroad
and its’ trains ran
past his childhood
home in New York.
He used to love to
listen to them as they
passed through at
night - the sound of
the wheels on the
tracks and the slight vibration one often felt living so close to the rails.
On the Erie-Lackawanna Railroad, Louis’ first grade class took a 15mile trip from Kennedy to Jamestown, NY, to experience passenger
travel before it totally died out. In third grade his father took a Church
to pastor further East in New York, and the Erie-Lackawanna Railroad was still present.
Louis’ interest in trains was in his genes as his great grandfather,
the first “Louis Showers”, worked as a fireman and an engineer on
the steam locomotives for the old BR&P. His father would go down to
the tracks in the afternoon and wait for his grandfather to come up the
line. He would blow the whistle as he passed by. His grandfather’s
RR watch was given to his father, who recently passed it into Louis’
happy possession.
Trains were put on hold until college and seminary were completed. While waiting upon the Lord to lead him to his first Church, Louis
decided to change to HO Scale model trains. These were times of
learning how to improve cars, lay and ballast track, and build realistic
buildings
Many months before moving to Indiana, God suddenly impressed
upon Louis, “wouldn’t you like a nice sized basement to put up your
trains?” This was not something that was rooted solely in a personal
desire, but he sensed that it was going to be part of God’s future program for his life. He had no clue as to when and how God was going
to do this until He was called to pastor in Southwest Indiana. This
involved the first-time purchase of a home, and Pastor & Mrs. Showers decided they had to have a basement. They were almost to the
point of giving up looking when the realtor suggested one additional
house. Louis had serious questions about its’ size, but as they entered the house they discovered a large add-on living room. The
basement under this living room was the room that God had told Louis about a year and a half earlier. With some work it would be the
perfect room for that “dream” layout! The rest of the house would
meet their needs and the price was right. Though it took two years to
convert the basement into a hobby room, Louis now has a HO layout
that measures 18’ long and 12’ wide, with a double main line, and
one secondary line making up about 200’ of track. Not surprisingly,
the railroad he models is the Erie Lackawanna in the time period between1960-1976.

6 The Railroad Evangelist

Fall 2020

RailHopeAmerica.com

What a wonderful way to connect with the
community. God has provided Louis with many
opportunities to share the gospel. The first day
he went to the historical museum to meet with
the planners, he discovered that the man at the
door was a disabled rabbi who had lived in his
hometown. Louis found him open to the Gospel, and interested in what he had been doing
in teaching at the Institute of Jewish Studies.
The rabbi asked him to supply him copies of
some of the materials he had written for the
Institute. The head of the Museum along with
three other men were there a week later when
he stopped to drop off the requested material.
Just as Louis walked through the door God
opened the skies and sent a heavy downpour.
They suggested he wait until it stopped, so he
started talking about the Bible, the Gospel, and
other biblical things. Not one of them knew the
Lord, and when Louis came to a point of needing a Bible, God already had 3 Gideon Bibles
lying on a table behind him!
One week before the open house, the local newspaper did an article on
Louis Showers’ layout that filled half of the front page in color and a quarter of the second page with a black and white photo. The paper also had
a third picture that they used along with the article on their web site. This
immediately started a lot of stir in the community as the paper shared he
was the pastor of Grace Baptist Church. People in the church found themselves talking with their friends and family about it. During the two days of
the open house, Louis met many people and passed out gospel literature
to everyone as they left. Even the Mayor of Washington, Indiana, stopped
by and that lead to a conversation that gave Louis a personal opportunity
to talk with him about the right track to heaven.

It’s busy day on the factory floor as Erie Lackawanna, Alco RS-3 #
1039 (an Atlas model) works an industry siding. Lou Showers of
Washington, IN customized the Walthers background structure kit
by adding 2 inches of depth, filling the floors with worker figures and
equipment, illuminating it with light-emitting diodes. (This photo
appeared in Model Railroader Magazine).

Since the open house, several have called about coming and visiting the
layout at other times. Louis looks forward to these opportunities. One lady
said that several of her co-workers came to see the trains and were surprised at the pleasant, entertaining, and…youthfulness of her pastor. This
opened the door for her to talk with them about her church, and she gave
them an invitation to attend. The gentleman who is in charge of the museum has requested that Louis meet with him, the mayor, and another man
about starting up a hobby shop in their town. It might even involve building
a layout in the Historical Museum. Though this does not fit the strict qualifications of a “pastor”, Louis is convinced it is a proper open door God is
opening to further impact his community with the Gospel. “RAILROADING
WITH THE GOSPEL” is more than a statement – it is our mandate to use
our hobby, passion, and testimony to share salvation in Christ to a needy
world!
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Geneva Campbell
Alexandria, Virginia

All Aboard!
the 316 Express

I

was born in the mountains of
Virginia on a cold, snowy
March day. My parents had a
country grocery store. When I
was 2 years, my father died
and I went to live with my
grandmother so my mother
could go to the city to find employment. We never went to
church much, it was too far
away, no transportation and we
had to tend to a large farm.
When I was a teen-ager, I
went with my Mother to Maryland where she worked in the
cotton mill. We attended a Full Gospel church, which I loved
because of the boys there. I moved back to Virginia and
there I stayed until I graduated from High School.
Soon after High School, I said to myself, "I’m getting out
of these sticks" and I headed for Washington D.C. and began working for the Telephone Company and that is where I
met Paul. After we were married we moved back to Virginia. As our family grew, I didn’t 't have time for church, too
busy working and raising children. We would send our children to Sunday School on the church bus.
Several years into our marriage, I was having some very
difficult times, raising a handicapped child, Paul’s drinking
and my mother with cancer. I visited several Doctors and all
they did was fill me full of tranquilizers. I could not function
and didn't have anyone to lean on.
I always thought of God as someone living on a cloud way
off in outer-space. One night I said, "God, if you are real, I
want to meet you in church tonight"! God was my last
hope. The Pastor prayed with me until 2 o’clock in the morning and I felt God really loved and cared about me. Although
it took a long while for me to bounce back, I was on the road
to recovery with God's help. I felt like the Apostle Paul that
God knocked him down to get his attention.
I began praying and I asked God what I must do to please
Him. He said very plain to me, "Get rid of the cigarettes."
And it was easy as God helped me. I know He saw down the
road that it would not be a good testimony for a Ministers
wife. I started praying and fasting for Paul and it wasn't long
before God got a hold of him as well. Shortly after that we
were called into the ministry, where I really questioned God.
But He said, "All things will be for the Glory of God" and it
has been for almost 50 years!
Editors note: Pastor Paul and Geneva Campbell have been
faithful servants of the Lord for 50 years plus. The Railroad
Evangelistic Association has been tremendously blessed and
encouraged through their leadership and example of Christ
for all of us who know and love Paul and Geneva Campbell.
May Gods love, grace, mercy, and joy be their portion.
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By Steve M errill

Fresno, California

Mile Post 5

L

ast time aboard the 316 Express, your Conductor talked about
a universal fear, that of being left behind, unwanted, or rejected. Let us take another track this trip and talk about a universal
human desire, that of making a difference and being remembered with
great admiration. We all want to be important, lauded and feel proud
of the contributions we have made in this life. In railroad history, one
of the few women to make that cut is Kate Shelley, the girl who saved
the train. (Google Kate Shelley for more information on her life).
Let’s take a look at her story briefly before we turn to the next 316
along our route to glory in Acts 3:16.
She was an “American Folk Figure. On a dark and stormy night of
July 6, 1881, fifteen-year-old Kate Shelley braved a severe storm and
flooding to help rescue crew members of a train that had plunged from
a collapsed viaduct into rain-swollen Honey Creek in Boone County,
Iowa. It was also her intention to warn the scheduled passenger trains
of the washout. Her heroism helped rescue two survivors of the first
disaster and prevented another. In her honor, Chicago and Northwestern Railroad named the highest double track trestle in the US the Kate
Shelly High Bridge.”
Being a rail fan, you can probably fill in the gaps in the story, how
she crawled across the damaged bridge with a hand-held lantern that
the weather extinguished, ran two miles to the Moingona station to
sound the alarm, stop the midnight express, and raise a rescue party
for the crew of the inspection train that had gone into Honey Creek.
Many lives were saved, and the nation rallied to her side with financial
help, job offers, and medals of honor. She made a difference indeed.
Now let us switch tracks to Acts 3:16, where the Apostles Peter and
John encounter a crippled man who was laid daily by the Temple
gate. By God’s power, the man was granted healing and began
‘walking, leaping and praising God’. This attracted a bit of a crowd,
whose members were used to seeing this same man begging alms.
Peter said, “By faith in the name of Jesus, this man whom you see
and know was made strong. It is Jesus’ name and the faith that
comes through him that has completely healed him, as you can all
see.”
To fulfill your deepest desire to make a difference in this world, for
your life to count, to matter, and to achieve the highest calling that
God has on your life, serve others and call attention to the Lord Jesus
Christ. There will be nothing better, except hearing the Lord say to
you when you stand before Him, ‘Well done, thou good and faithful
servant’, than meeting people who are in heaven because of your
witness, words, and self-sacrifice.
Sure, there will be ‘dark and stormy nights’ to brave, broken bridges
to cross, long runs in powerful storms that won’t let up, but the results
will be worth it. Souls saved for eternity, rejoicing with you because
you spoke up in the name of Christ!
The Station Master is calling, “All Aboard!” Get on board because
for everyone the train will eventually leave the Station. Extend a hand
and pull others aboard with you. You will be glad you did and they will
too!

Fall 2020

RailHopeAmerica.com

REA Chapters

Friends of REA is for those who are incarcerated or
confined to a facility who receive REA’s Railroad Evangelist, “All Aboard!” and would like to correspond with
other REAers.

Please Note
NEW RULES in writing inmates. 1. Write only on white
paper with black or blue ink, (no gel).
2. Envelopes must be white and have complete address from recipient and sender. 3. Address labels are
not allowed. 4. No art work except for pencil drawings.
5. No postcards or greeting cards are allowed. 6.
Photos permitted but not Polaroids. Be patient in
writing our railroad related inmates. Be consistent in
writing to them as they need our encouragement,
prayers and support. Mail your letters direct to them. If
your letters are returned, there is probably no use in re
-sending them as addresses change without getting
new ones.

Michael Behn # 292354
PO Box 861
Trenton, NJ 08625
Jay E. Glenewinkel #56817-280 FCI
PO Box 9000
Seagoville, TX 75159-9000
Martin Ott 09868-088 FCI
(Same address as Jay Glenewinkel above)
Carl Sonne #77049 NHSP
PO Box 14
Concord, NH 03301
Justino A. Santana, Jr #S07551 CCI
19562 SE Institutional Drive
Bloutstown, FL 32424
Donald Sprinkle 0-P 27187 A2114U
New River Correctional Institution
PO Box 900
Raiford, FL 32083
Bryan Rutkosky E54855
(Same address as Donald Sprinkle above)
Scott Driver J 06161 FSP West Unit
PO Box 800
Raiford, FL 32083
Michael Lee Lepker 315226
Eyman/Cook 5D20L
PO Box 3200
Florence, AZ 85132
Shawn Toman SRCI 21421466
777 Stanton Blvd.
Ontario, OR 97914
James Lot Fuller T-63540
A.S.P. Bldg 330
PO Box 903
Avenal, CA 93204
Scott Hill #Y26944 CCI
19562 SE Institutional Dr
Blountstown, FL 32424
Raymond M. Smith #480119/B-1-121LOW
Holmes Correctional Institution
3142 Thomas Drive
Bonifay, FL 32425
Lewis Fuller—049221-B-1-103 F.C.I.
1760 Hwy 67 North
Carrabelle, FL. 32322
Alton Beauvais #C03329
(Same address as Lewis Fuller above)

Further information contact:

Rev. Steve Seidler
15255 Jubilee Rd.
Culpeper, VA 22701
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Alexandria, VA Chapter meets
the 3rd Monday of the month. For
more information contact Geneva
Campbell at (540) 869-7019
Malaga, NJ Chapter meets the
2nd Saturday of the month. For
more information contact Marlene
Sampson at (1-609) 561-6922

If you are interested to beginning
an REA Chapter or a RailHope
Fellowship contact the editor.

NEW
All Aboard!
3 inch stickers.
Put on just about
anything: shirts,
hats, coffee cups,
or whatever. For
a donation of any amount. Send to:
REA
PO Box 5026
Vancouver, WA 96668

>My son kept chewing on electrical cords
so I had to ground him. He’s currently
doing better and conducting himself
properly.
>You say you’re working only half a day;
you know a half a day is 12 hours.
>The leading cause for injury in old men
is them thinking they are still young men.
>Two blonds were driving to Disneyland.
The sign said, Disneyland left. They
started crying and headed home.
>I need to social distance myself from the
refrigerator so I can flatten my curve.
>Stopped by a roadside stand that said
lobster tails $2. I paid my $2 and he said,
once upon a time there was this lobster…
>When your child says, Daddy, I want
mommy”, that’s their way of saying, “I
want to talk to your supervisor”.
>I’m at a place in my life where errands
are starting to count as going out.

Marlene Sampson, President of the
REA Malaga, NJ chapter took her two
grandchildren, Phoenix Norton and Tyler Komis, this past July to America
Keswich, NJ for a week long camp with
a railroad theme: “Destination Holiness”. Marlene said they all had a great
time.
“Train up a child in the way he should
go, and when they are old he will not
depart from it.” Provers 22:6.

Fall 2020

“A cheerful heart
does good like a medicine”
Proverbs 17:22 - Living Bible

RailHopeAmerica.com

“Well done, good and faithful servant . . .
enter into the joy of the Lord”

“Weeping may endure for a night,
but joy comes in the morning.” Psalm 30:5

Begin planning to attend the 80th
National
Railroad Evangelistic Association
Convention - Everyone is Welcome!

August 23– 27, 2021
Located in the peaceful hills of
Pennsylvania at the
Bongiorno Conference Center
430 Union Hall Road Carlisle, PA 17013

Room rate for the week - including
meals & tax:
Double occupancy....$325.00 (each)
Single occupancy….$360.00
Children 5-12 years old $150.00
Children 13-17 years old $200.00

Allan Carpenter
Allan Carpenter
Allan Carpenter
Poindexter
Allan Carpenter
Allan Carpenter
Allan Carpenter
Allan Carpenter

by Alexandria Chapter
by Malaga Chapter
by Thomas & Barabara
by Judith & Richard Brown
by David Weigand, Jr.
by Mildred Coward
by Joe Spooner

Bill Righter by REA Malaga Chapter
Bill Righter by Marlene Sampson
Bill Righter by Lorraine Creamer
Bill Righter Bootsie Sutts
Bill Righter by Pat French
Bill Righter by Erma Woodman
Bill Righter by Jack & Ann Schaser
Bill Righter by Bonnie & Craig James

Allan “Big Al”
Carpenter
took the
morning train
Home. See
page 11.

(Prices subject to change)

NOTE: All Conference fees must be paid
no later than JULY 30, 2021 to our REA
Registrar. Thank you!
REGISTRATION: Receive name tag and room key
on Monday August 17th from 4-5 PM.
Dinner at 5:00 PM.

REA Registrar
Mrs. Beverly Salloum
PO Box 322
Rome, NY 13442
(315) 368-8612 (cell - prefers texting)
E-mail: rev.salloum@gmail.com
NOTE:
Day guests $20.00 plus any meals

AREA ATTRACTIONS
Located within driving distance are:
>NEW! MUSEUM of the BIBLE. Washington DC.
>Historic Carlisle - US Army War College - 15 minutes.
>Gettysburg - About a 30 minute drive.
>Hershey - About a 45 minute drive.
>Strasburg RR community - A little over an hour drive.
>Sight & Sound Theater in Lancaster - A little over an hour.
>The heart of the Amish in Lancaster - A little over an hour.
>National Civil War Museum - Harrisburg - About 30
minutes.
>Washington D.C. - About 2 1/2 hour drive.
>Valley Forge / Philadelphia - About 3 hours

William Ace Righter
June 25, 1942 to
August 29, 2020
After a long battle of health
Issues Bill went HOME TO BE
WITH THE LORD on August
29, 2020.
Bill was a Loving Husband to Nancy and Wonderful Father to Andrew and George and
George's wife Erin and Grandfather to Brian
and James.
Bill and Nancy were invited to the Malaga REA
Chapter about 5 years ago by a friend Ruth
from their church in Hammonton NJ, United
Methodist Church. They were so faithful over
the years.
Many comments at his funeral were his love for
his family and love for going out to eat. He
was very patriotic wearing his red, white, and
blue flag suspenders and Nancy and Bill were
married on Fourth of July.
Bill graduated from Collingswood High School
and Philadelphia University. He was also a US
Navy Veteran. He had a real love for TRAINS.
As a young man he his Dad would shovel coal
on the train. Bill also had a room in his home
designated for his trains and items he collected
over the years.
At Bill’s funeral they played his favorite
song..."LORD OF THE DANCE. " He is now
Praising the Lord in Heaven for all eternity!
"Well done,
good and FAITHFUL Servant! "
Matthew 25:23
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Jesus is the light at the end of the Tunnel

“But God demonstrates His own love towards us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ dies for us.” Romans 5:8
“...Christ died for our sins...and that He
was buried, and that He rose again the
third day…” I Corinthians 15:3,4
“...if you confess with your mouth the Lord
Jesus and believe in your heart that God
raised Him from the dead, you will be
saved. For with the heart one believes to
righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made to salvation”. Romans 10: 9,10
“If we confess our sins, He is faithful and
just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse
us from all unrighteousness.” I John 1:9
“I am the way, the truth and the life. No
one comes to the Father except through
Me.” John 14:6
“Nor is there salvation in any other, for
there is no other name under heaven
given among men by which we must be
save.” Acts 4:12
“But as many as receive Him, to them He
gave the right to become children of God,
to those who believe in His name.”
John 1:12

“...he who hears My word and believes in
Him who sent Me has everlasting life, and
shall not come into judgement, but has
passed from death to life.” John 5:24

Suggested model prayer
God be merciful to me a sinner, I believe
you died on the cross to forgive me of all
my sins. I believe You were raised from
the dead on the third day victorious over
death, hell and the grave. I now receive
You as my Savior and Lord. Fill me know
with Your Holy Spirit to enable me to live
for You all the days of my life. Thank you
Lord Jesus for saving my soul, in Your
name I pray. Amen.
FIRST 4 STEPS in your new life in Christ.
Get a Bible and read as soon as possible.
1. Romans chapter 8
2. Ephesians chapter 1
3. I John chapter 1
4. The Gospel of Mark
For further help write us for our
“Switching” & “Staying on Track”
brochures to help you stay on the right track:

REA
PO Box 5026
Vancouver, WA 98668
For free Bible Studies go to www.PTL.org
(Pocket Testament League).

RailHopeAmerica.com

Ecclesiastes 1:4

Former REA President
Allan Carpenter

took the morning train Home on September 7, 2020.
Allan “Big Al” Carpenter, 89, transitioned to Heaven
on September 7, 2020. He was born March 10, 1931, in
Huntington, WV, the only child of Dr. Cecil C. Carpenter
and Leola (Klopp) Carpenter.

Allan graduated from University High School, Lexington, KY in 1948. He received a B.S. Civil Engineering,
Railway Option degree from the University of Illinois in
1952. He also obtained certifications in Traffic Engineering, Public Administration, and Land Surveying. In
January 1951, he enlisted in the Transportation Corps,
U.S. Army Reserve, and was commissioned to Captain.
While working for the Southern Railway in Lexington,
KY, he met and married Eudell “Dell” Jones Curtis.
They moved to Norfolk, VA in 1961 where they spent
40 years together before Dell passed away in 2001.
Allan had a distinguished civilian career, consisting
of engineering positions with various railroads and traffic engineering with the City of Chesapeake Virginia.
He retired in 1991 as the Chief Engineer of the Norfolk
& Portsmouth Beltline Railroad. He enjoyed traveling,
music, playing bridge, sharing stories, and sports. He
served in the church as an elder and teacher and was
passionate about sharing the Gospel. He was a mentor
to many and a stranger to none.
In addition to his parents and wife, Dell, he was predeceased by his stepson, F. Carl Curtis. Surviving family members are his daughter Lee (Carpenter) Achor
and her husband, Mick, of Virginia Beach, VA; five
grandsons, Christopher, Richard and Joshua Achor,
and Trevor and Cameron Curtis; and five great grandsons.

This past Summer my wife Dorothy and I took two of our grandkids to the
Oregon coast to ride the Oregon Coast Scenic Railway from Garibaldi to
Rockaway and back and we had a wonderful time.
With the Home going of our brother and former REA President, Allan
Carpenter it makes you acutely aware that our life, will one day be our
last day on this earth. Then another generation will replace ours as we
have our parents generation.
I am reminded of the saying, “Life is short, death is sure, sin the cause,
Christ the cure.” Another saying says, “Only one life, it will soon be past,
only what's done for Christ will last.”
For those of us who know God through the grace of Jesus Christ, we
have the blessed hope with full and complete assurance in the words
Jesus spoke in John 11:25, “I am the resurrection and the life. He who
believes in Me, though he may die, he shall live.”
If you are not absolutely sure of your eternal destination then go to the
cross on page 10. Read the scriptures, believe the scripture, receive the
scriptures and become a child of God today, adopted into His family forever, you will never, ever regret your decision.
It is my sincere prayer for the next generation, specifically, our grandchildren will become all what God has in store for their live and that they
will be able to reach their generation with the glorious, life-changing gospel of Jesus Christ, it’s the only thing that truly matters.
— Joe Spooner

Allan was laid to rest at the Lexington Cemetery,
Virginia. Those who wish to remember Allan in a special way may make their gifts in his memory to the Railroad Evangelistic Association (REA); sending them to
REA, ℅ Jim Bliss, 255 State Route 49, Cleveland, NY
13042. You may also donate online via PayPal at
RailHopeAmerica.com.

Well done Allan,
good and faithful servant,
enter into the joy of the Lord.

Publication Guidelines for the Railroad Evangelist magazine
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We are very thankful for the many faithful brothers and sisters of Indian Railway employees, too numerous to mention, but we give our deepest gratitude to Pastor Victor Swamidoss
who has been receiving and sharing The Railroad Evangelist magazines (“All Aboard!”) for
all these years. It was Pastor Victor who introduced this railway ministry to another young
man he worked with on Southern Railways of India by the name of Arulraj. Arulraj is now an
International Railway Evangelist serving the railroad industry around the world. For more
information see FaceBook page RailHope India and RailHope International.

Brother Ekambaram Ananthan doing what he loves doing, planting
the everlasting gospel seed of Jesus Christ through the Railroad
Evangelist magazine, “All Aboard!” to fellow railway workers.

Change Services Requested

PO Box 5026
Vancouver, WA 98668

Railroad Evangelist Arulraj

Local Contact:

Pastor Victor Swamidoss
Chennai, India

Railroad Evangelistic Association

Pastor Victor Swamidoss and International Railroad
Evangelist Arulraj, from Chennai, India

