MainLine
"Let us labor for the
Master from the dawn to
setting sun Let us talk of
all his wondrous love
and care."
“When the roll is called up Yonder”
James Milton Black 1893

REA President David Wiegand

I

am acutely aware that many of you who read “ALL ABOARD!” find
yourselves in a season of sadness and loss. I cannot remember a time
when so many people that we know and love have been bereaved or called
by the LORD to their heavenly home. The family at REA and Railhope
has not been exempt from bereavement. REA and RailHope continue to
receive prayer requests for the sick and bereaved. Please feel free
to contact REA anytime with prayer requests whatever the need.
Reading many of their REA biographies, I discovered that many of those
servants had served GOD and others with unequal distinction. Allen
Carpenter served as President of REA. Brother Carpenter had a
distinguished railroad and military career and was a long time Bible
teacher. Harry Hassler served as Vice President of REA. Brother
Harry had a long career in railroading, law enforcement and service as
police chaplain. Brother Daniel Burke served GOD and community as a
sheriff's deputy. REA Vice President Alan Harkey leaves behind a
tremendous harvest of souls. REA recording secretary Jane Hessler and
Mick Achor served our country in the military.

Like the author of Chapter 11 of Hebrews I find it impossible to
mention all of those who have taken their place in the Faith Hall of
Fame. At REA we remember George Sampson, Juanita Thomas, Helen
Bootenbaugh, Chaplain Robert and Rosalind Glass, Loraine Creamer and
more. These brothers and sisters have one thing in common. They laid
up for themselves treasures in Heaven. Matthew 6:20 and they have
taken their place in the presence of the LORD..
The question is often asked, "Will we see our loved ones again after
we arrive in Heaven?" The answer is YES! When Jesus was transfigured
on the mountain (Matthew 17:1-13), Peter, James and John recognized
two men who had preceded them to Heaven: Elijah and Moses. In Matthew
8:11, Jesus tells us that we will sit down with three men who have
preceded us into the Kingdom of Heaven: "Abraham, and Isaac, and
Jacob." It is acceptable and appropriate that we take time to mourn
those we have lost. But at the same time, let us not forget the words
of the beloved hymn, "Let us labor for the Master from the dawn to
setting sun; Let us talk of all his wondrous love and care."
Keep looking up. JESUS will return for us soon!
David Wiegand
The 50 year plus
history of the
Japanese bullet
train system,
carrying over 5.3
billion passengers, have not
had a single
passenger fatality or injury due to
train accidents.
Source: Facebook

“Proclaiming
the Good News
of His salvation
from day to day.”
Psalm 96:2
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In the cab to the left is
Luther S. Harkey, (1885 1949), Founder of the
Railroad Evangelistic
Association in 1941.
His hearts desire was to
reach his fellow railroad
employees with the everlasting gospel of Jesus
Christ. From the first issue
in 1938 until now The
Railroad Evangelist magazine continues this vital
ministry to the entire Railroad Community.
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We want to sincerely thank each and
everyone of you who committed themselves to make a special donation to
publish a 16 page issue once again. We
know there are many worthwhile ministries in need but because you believe
this unique railroad ministry is important to God and is reaching multiplied thousands with the gospel of Jesus
Christ through the printed page, we rejoice with you in your generosity for the
advancement of the kingdom of God.
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WE BELIEVE
1. We believe in the Scripture of the Old and
New Testaments as verbally inspired by God,
and inerrant in the original writings. They are the
supreme and final authority in faith and life.
2. We believe in one God eternally existing in
three persons: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
3. We believe that Jesus Christ was begotten
by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, and is
true God and true Man.
4. We believe that man was created in the
image of God: that he sinned, and thereby
incurred, not only physical death, but also
Spiritual death which is separation from God. All
human beings are born with a sinful nature, and
in the case of those who reach moral
responsibility become sinners in thought, word,
and deed.
5. We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ died
for our sins according to the Scriptures, as a
representative and substitutionary sacrifice. In
addition that all who believe in Him are justified
on the ground of His shed Blood.
6. We believe in the resurrection of the
crucified Body of our Lord, in His Ascension into
Heaven and in His present life there for us, as
High Priest and Advocate.
7. We believe in "that blessed hope," the
personal, premillennial, and imminent return of
our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.
8. We believe that all who receive by faith the
Lord Jesus Christ are born again of the Holy
Spirit and thereby become children of God.
9. We believe in the bodily resurrection of the
just and unjust, the everlasting blessedness of
the saved, and the everlasting, conscious
punishment of the lost.

RailHopeAmerica.com

Rev. Bruce K. Heald

Former Operator & Sometime Dispatcher
New Haven RR / Chesapeake & Ohio RR
Maine Central Railroad Company / Canadian Pacific Railway / Vermont Railway

T

he name Railroad Evangelistic Association implies a
serious intent to share the gospel. I had until recently
a multi-page booklet written by an aging NYC Conductor published by the REA back in the 1950s which provided a
clear testimony and challenge unto salvation.

maybe. That’s about it. Identity was probably only obtainable by running a check on the registration plate on the car
parked near the platform. In literally a split second, no turning back, a life was snuffed out. Horrible. But far more horrible …a soul entered a Christ-less eternity.

An incident quite recently brought to mind the stark horror of
the need. Death without Christ. I must add that over my seventy-nine years I have had considerable experience in and
around law enforcement as well as railroading and as a clergyman, including weekend evening Chaplain in a big city hospital ER. You don’t allow trauma to get personal but this one
snuck up on me.

My first thought in reading the short article and mentally filling in the details was, if I had only been working 3rd Trick!
…But the tower was closed in the 1970s. This was 2021.
My next thought was, we ALL failed this girl. She represents
all the times the Spirit provided opportunity to share Christ,
verbally or to leave a tract somewhere, or to offer an encouraging word to one in need … and we failed to do so.

Scanning the news on computer for communities where I
once lived, I came across an item on an incident some six
hundred miles east of my present home. A small town in the
Boston commuter zone at the East end of the NEC where I
grew up. My father was head the NH Engineering Dept on
that division. Three generations of my family commuted
across the station platform upon which the incident occurred,
myself included, and I had worked as 3rd Trick Operator at
the interlocking tower at the end of that platform. I can still
visualize every foot of railroad there.

Only Jesus can fill the empty heart (Matt 6:33). Only He by
His Spirit promises to be with us always (Matt 28:20), to never leave us nor forsake us (Heb 13:5). God cares about
people (John 3:16) …He wants to reach out to others
through us to draw them unto Himself. We need to be both
sensitive, and willing. It’s not about us. It’s about Him.
(Galatians 2:20).

One recent Saturday morning about 630AM a young woman
appeared on the westbound station platform. Now, no one
uses the westbound platform at 630 on a Saturday morning.
If the long gone tower was still there and I was working, such
an occurrence would have automatically caught my attention.
The station is on a long tangent, one of only two stretches in
America where track speed is 150 mph, and that only for certain equipment. Coming west out of the curve one mile to the
east Amtrak Accela’s accelerate from 135 mph to 150 mph.
Elapsed time the one mile to that station platform is thus
about 22 seconds.
About that time, the headlight of an Accela came out of the
curve. In the last few seconds of the mile, the young woman
stepped or jumped off the platform onto the track in front of
the on-coming Accela. In those last few seconds the Engineer could see tragedy unfolding but could do nothing to prevent it. One can be sure that when the train finally halted under the full emergency application, all but the most novice
rider sitting in the utter silence inside the train in the middle of
nowhere would have known something terrible had happened. There was trauma for all but the most callous …
especially the engineer up front who had to watch it happen.
If hit squarely at 150 mph there is probably no need for a
body bag. There’s nothing left. Some clothing remnants
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By Cindi McMenamin

No matter what happens in life, it could always be
worse. But it’s easy to think we are the only ones
struggling when life takes a sudden unexpected
downturn. In order to not sink into a pity party, pray
this and keep your perspective:
Lord, thank You that in spite of what has come my
way, I am still breathing. Thank You that I am not
abandoned or alone, but am able to call upon You for
help at any time. Thank You that I am not without
hope, because I have a Savior, Redeemer and Rescuer. Don’t let me sink into despair like David did when
he prayed “How long, O Lord, will you forget me forever?” (Psalm 13:1). Help me to, instead, rise to my
feet in praise as David eventually did when he sang “I
have trusted in Your lovingkindness; My heart shall
rejoice in Your salvation. I will sing to the Lord, because He has dealt bountifully with me” (verses 5-6).
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strange to me, but I guess I can read that." More time
to think, then a sense that this conversation isn't finished. "Now what? Oh! Keep a record? I don't keep a
diary or anything like that, I'm too disorganized. I just
write a few poems now and then. Is that O.K?"

A Testimonial by Sara Flowers

The next Sunday, I was in church telling our on-the
-bounce young pastor. "I'd like to do something. I
don't know anything about churches, but I can type a
little."

S

omeone is standing there. It is the middle of the night.
My husband is sleeping quietly beside me and we two
are alone in the room. Someone is standing beside the bed
looking at me.
This is spooky. I can see with my eyes that there is no
one in the room, but the rest of me insists that someone
else is there. At this point, I have practically no idea what is
going on, but I have heard some of the people in my church
talk, so I do know something that I can do. "I don't know
who you are, but if you are from Satan, you can't stay here.
If you come from God. I want to know more and you are
welcome: if you aren't, leave, in Jesus' name."
Someone is still standing there, O.K., that settles that
question. Now what? I realize that I can't keep lying there,
apparently talking to myself. My husband would think I'd
flipped if he heard me.
Time to go into the living room and talk things over. I can
at least get down on my knees and ask, "What's going
on?"It is really odd trying to talk to someone whose presence you can feel but not see...besides, how do you hear
their side of the conversation? Then I wait for something to
happen. Nothing... "This is ridiculous! It is all in my imagination. I'm going back to bed." Did you ever try to go to sleep
with someone staring holes in you? It can't be done; not by
me. at least. O. K. Back to the living room and get on with
the program. Silence...I am not saying anything and neither
is whoever is with me. "How does this thing work, anyway?"
"Good grief It's silly to stay up in the living room muttering
under my breath. I'll never get any sleep this way." Then I
realize, "I can't sleep with someone looking at me. I give
up! Guess I'll have to figure this out if it takes all night." So,
back to the living room again. My unseen friend feels more
"here" somehow.

It's been years now. I'm still up to my ears in things to
learn and things to do. There have been a few times
that I thought I was nuts, but my new friends seemed
to think it was O.K. and they seemed to know about
what was happening to me. These have been strange
years. I've known turmoil and triumph as never before
in my life. I've cried more and laughed harder than I
ever knew I could.
My years as an activated, serving Christian. I wouldn't trade them for anything!

REA Malaga, NJ Chapter invited Craig James, 75, (in blue polo
shirt to a surprise birthday party in his honor. Craig was so surprised
to see his wife, Bonnie, daughter Heather, and their two grandchildren as well. It was a fun time for family and friends meeting at the
Hammonton VFW where Craig is an active member. Craig and
Bonnie have been long time REA members.

"Maybe I should ask questions. At least I'll get my thinking straight...what do you want?" Wrong question. "Do you
want me to do something?" Now he seems very near,
"what do you want me to do?" No change. Somehow it
feels like he is waiting for me. How should I know what to
do? "Whatever it is you want, show me and I'll do it."
The room is so very peaceful. It has been quiet in here,
but now the silence is almost visible. The room seems closer and warmer. I feel a real sense of comfort. My quiet
friend is not pressing me now. There is a time of silence, of
quiet companionship while I think things over, then a sense
of urgency. "There are more things to be discussed? How
should I know how to talk to you? Read! Read what?"

Jack and Ann Schaser from Malaga Chapter took their Grand
Daughter Ivy age 2 on her first train ride at the Cape May Railroad
Fall Festival. We had a fun time and she loved being on the train.

Since you seem to be from God, I guess it should be a
Christian book. I don't know about any Christian books. I've
never read that stuff...wait a minute. I've seen that, 'The
Cross and the Switch Blade' book around. It looks pretty
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The Railroad tracts to
the left were drawn
and water colored
by Ronnie Lovelace
Logansport, Indiana.
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by Rev. Steve R. Seidler
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“O” SCALE CAN YOU SEE?
I

n this issue, we will feature constructive help for
building scale vehicles for your “O” Scale, 1:48 model
railroad, which also applies to Lionel layouts. We are
posting a railroad poem written by one of our RR
FRIENDS, and for rail fans, we are printing several photos taken by a REA Member from Glencoe MN. We will
provide background information supplied by a good rail
friend in Duluth MN

REVELL made 4 plastic kits in O scale in the 1950s: a 56
Ford pick-up; a Kenworth Bekins moving van; a White
Texaco tanker; and a 55 Chevrolet stake bed. ATLANTIS
Toy Co. has re-issued the 55 Chev in blue and the tanker
in green lettered for Sinclair. The new blue kit is posed
next to an original green model built 64 years ago. Makes
into a nice Christmas scene: O scale Duluth Depot and
hand-painted figures; On30 GN train; the stake bed at the
REA dock; and 2 E-One fire apparatus putting up tree décor. O scalers can be thankful for these “new” vehicles.

The stake bed cab can be littered with miniature catalogs and work orders made from scrap paper, but you
cannot do this in the White cab as it is a tilt forward for
service. Note: the new models have window glazing
supplied. When painting wheels, place them on a
wood skewer which you can rotate to paint rims and
then tires. Be sure to add front end details like lights
and a license plate. A hand turned drill bit will make a
dimple to which you can add paint for lights. Weather
your figures. I think I have improved my modeling
skills since building the first kit years ago in my teens.
Thanks, Atlantis Toy Co.!
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James Lot Fuller, Avenal CA
REA FRIENDS
Many today do not know of railroads past,
How hundreds of names did not last;
Baltimore & Ohio was there at the start,
Replacing horse, buggy and cart.

In 1869 there was a grand celebration,
Iron rail was now across the nation.
Thousands of miles of steel ribbon were laid
Every new mogul was sure they had it made.
Alco, Baldwin and Lima entered the game

Constructing locomotives, not all the same.
From the first “American” to the last “Big Boy”
When steam rolled by, young lads were overjoyed:
Pistons, rods and drivers blurred with motion,
Engineers and conductors handled
with great devotion.
Through acquisitions and mergers came pout the best,
Union Pacific, Santa Fe, Pennsy and the rest.
But time had come to pass the torch,
Old timers shed tears watching from their porch.
By 1939, diesel had become king of the rails:
Speed and efficiency turned many lines into trails.
In the fading days of the deep-throated whistle,
Many remember how steam brough a beautiful visual.

P

hotos of 32A were taken on a railfan trip by REA
member, Brent W illiams, MD from Glencoe, MN.
Brent uses his spare time taking multiple Amtrak
trips. The locomotive information is supplied by my
friend, Ken Buehler, Executive Director of the Lake
Superior Railroad Museum & North Shore Scenic
Railroad.

“Friends of the 261” is a Twin Cities restoration
program that has restored operating steam engines,
diesels and a variety of passenger equipment. For
TRAIN DAYS 2021 at the St. Paul Union Depot,
“the Friends” displayed Milwaukee Road E9 No.
32A in a new paint scheme. It was built in 1955 to
Union Pacific specifications for use on Union
Pacific’s “City” streamliners when they switched
from the Chicago & North W estern to the Milwaukee
Road between Chicago and Omaha in 1955. It was
used on other Milwaukee Road trains such as the
Olympian Hiawatha, the Twin Cities Hiawatha’s,
and the Pioneer Limited. No. 32A is one of only four
Milwaukee Road E9s known to survive.

Since Milwaukee Road E9s were only painted
UP yellow and “the Friends” uses Milwaukee
Road’s traditional orange and maroon passenger
colors, the group decided to adopt a “blended” paint
scheme that harkens back to original Milwaukee
Road diesel schemes. It is a combination of the Milwaukee Road’s 1947 E7 locomotive scheme with
orange substituted for gray, and the 1950s E7
scheme which featured orange and maroon. The
design features the large nose “wing” logo used on
the E7s when they were delivered to pull the Hiawatha streamliners. Union Depot Train Days was
the first public display of No. 32A wearing its new
colors. Dr. W illiams caught No. 32A pulling a TCNW
special train at Norwood Young America, MN. The
train was assisted by a regular Twin City & W estern
RR Gp20.
rode this
Iin Duluth,
caboose up
MN

on June 12th
2021 as it was
part of the Duluth Zephyrlocal excursion
train operated
by the North
Shore Scenic
RR in downtown Duluth. I
had it all to
myself and sat
in the cupola.
Fun time - a hot
day - near 90
degrees.
— Brent
Williams MD
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As a child, South African
engine driver Charity (43)
suffered poverty as a result
of ancestor worship and
belief in the powers of traditional healers. She experienced great need, nightmares and illness, and wanted to end her life. Then she
understood that ancestor
spirits are destructive powers that frighten and take
increasing control over her.
Today, she trains engine
drivers at Transnet Rail in
Durban, South Africa.”

money to further my education,
and earn a living. It seemed like
we would never be able to escape the vicious cycle of poverty.
One day, I saw my father pray
until tears ran down his face. I
had never seen him cry before.
That day, he repented and gave
his heart to God. He went job
hunting the next day and was
hired. It was a miracle!

A song of hope: When
times were hard, I often sang a
Zulu song that gave me hope and
allowed me to escape my situation for a while. The chorus goes
“Maningakhathazeki ukhona ubaba, izinhliziyo zenu mazingakhathazeki
ukhona
ubaba”,
meaning “Don’t let your heart be
troubled, there is a heavenly Father.” When I sang it, my heart felt
hope, peace and contentment
despite my circumstances. I believe that God provided and made
a way for me to complete school.
I could write a whole book of stoCharity Ntomiyethemba Shutte used to seek the
ries
telling how God’s hand was
help and protection of destructive powers. Today,
over
my life, meeting my needs.
Almighty God has become her shelter and strength.

I grew up in a modern Zulu
home in South Africa. With
eleven million people, the Zulu
population forms the biggest
ethnic group in South Africa. I
was one of eleven children.
The first-born brother in my
family passed away, in 1997
my other brother was shot
dead at my mother’s house on
Christmas day. My mother told
me that my twin sisters before
also passed away before I was
born. My father was a Reverend in the traditional African
church. We were a close family, respecting one another and
obeying our parents. My father was a very strict man, keeping us in line with strict punishments.

Poverty: My dad had outbursts of anger sometimes, and
we were terrified of him. One year, he fought with his colleagues and was fired from his job. As a married woman, my
mother was not allowed to work, so we suffered increasing
deprivation. I had to walk a long distance to school because
we could not afford the bus fare, and I had nothing to protect
me against the cold and rain. Often, we had no food to take
to school, and sometimes nothing for supper.
It was tough growing up in a small two-bedroom house with
10 siblings. We slept in every room of the house except the
toilet. Sometimes, we would go out into the fields to pick
herbs (imfino, similar to spinach) just to have something to
eat. When my older siblings finished school, there was no
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Religious contradictions: What I could not
understand though, was that my father turned back to
ancestral worship when we were in need, despite being a Christian. He would sacrifice animals to ancestors. Sangomas – witch doctors in Southern Africa,
acting as mediators and considered obsessed by the
spirit of an ancestor – would promise that things
would be fine if we just slaughtered a cow, goat or
chicken. When my father retired and held a retirement
feast, he made sacrifices to my grandfather in the
belief that he would bring us good luck. In three
months, R30,000 (2,000 €) were used up, and we
were back in poverty. Increasingly, I understood that
the advice of the sangomas did not add up. They
claimed to be helping us, but in reality they were leading us back into poverty. I saw this mixing of Christianity with ancestral worship was a deep contradiction.
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Terrible nightmares: In 2002, I got my first permanent job at Transnet as a Train driver’s assistant. I moved out
of my parent’s house, got married three years later. My life
seemed to be going well, but I lacked love, peace and contentment. Over time, I became involved in ancestral worship
myself and started believing the promises of the sangomas.
However, I noticed that these people never said anything
good to me. I was always left more stressed and depressed,
never content. I went to church occasionally, but didn’t pray
and never really read the word of God outside of church. For
some reason I still believed in the ancestors and sacrificed to
them, but things were not getting better. In fact, they got
worse, because I opened the door to ancestor spirits in my
new home. My marriage was not what I wanted it to be, and
we struggled in most areas. My husband did not believe in the
God of the Bible. I received no recognition or advancement in
my job at Transnet. Over the time I did not enjoy my work as
a train driver. I also had terrible nightmares every night.

A shocking pattern: One day I felt the deep desire to
seek God again. I started going to church where I practiced
my life of faith, but I had no connection with God outside the
church. Uncontrollable demonic emotions like deep sorrow,
hate, anger and hopelessness took over. I could not understand why this was happening, as I was going to church
again. I would often have near-car-accidents, faced misconduct charges at work, and people hated me for no reason. I
was lonely, felt miserable and wanted to end my life again
because everything had become so unbearable.

So, I went to a spiritualist, who told me, “I see a shadow behind you, like a woman covered in black, following you everywhere you go. This shadow wants to possess you. This spirit
cannot stop you from going to church, so it comes and chases
you in your dreams.” I started researching spiritualism and
ancestor worship online, and was shocked at the pattern I
recognized in my own life. These demonic spirits are destructive embodied beings and they were pursuing me. I realized
that by engaging in ancestral worship I had opened my life up
to God’s opponent, Satan, to whom the evil spirits are subjects. Now he wanted to claim and destroy my life and the
lives of my family members. In the space of five years, four
close family members died. My brother was shot dead in my
house, and I lost my four-year-old daughter to an illness.
Then my mother and I became very ill. I was getting thinner
by the day, and the doctors could not tell me what was wrong.
I was ready to give up when I was transferred to a new doctor, who diagnosed a lung disease. My mother was suffering
from high blood pressure, with her heart threatening to stop
every time she was upset or angry.

and I went to a pastor in search of deliverance. Before we
could even say why we had come to him, he started sharing scriptural warnings and guidance about ancestral worship. It was a miracle! Although we were resistant to
change, God used that pastor to reveal the root cause of
all our problems. I started searching the scriptures myself,
and slowly became convinced that I needed to leave the
wrong ways behind. I remember reading Jeremiah 17:7:
“But blessed is the one who trusts in the Lord, whose confidence is in him”. This promise, and others verses like the
first commandment (Exodus 20:3 “You shall have no other
Gods before me”), spoke to me personally, revealing that I
should not rely on or serve other powers and gods. The
one true and faithful God who keeps his promises. He
loves us so much that He came to us as God the Son, Jesus Christ. Jesus gave His life to save us from destructive
powers and bondages. He wants us to have a close relationship with our Heavenly Father through his son Jesus
Christ.

Charity: God is love and gracious, He gave me a new
meaning to life. By God’s grace I have resolved to help my
family escape the bondages and fears resulting from ancestral worship. My mothers’ life has changed since, she
has received healing and no longer complains about high
blood pressure and is healthier than ever before. Now,
Jesus Christ is our only source provision, wisdom and living hope. I ask Him in prayer every day to show me how I
can encourage others. Jesus is alive! He still saves, frees
and heals if we believe in His promises. I am free of the
dark shadow and the destructive powers that plagued me.
My heart is full of joy, love and the peace of Christ which
surpasses all understanding. All glory to Almighty God and
His Son, Jesus Christ, who opened the way to the Father
for you and me on the cross. God bless you!

God answered me: I started seeking the truth about my
sufferings by reading the Bible everyday. Moreover, I was
fasting once a week, praying as long as I needed to and looking for answers to my problems. I sought the Lord with all my
heart, and in my distress He answered me. One day, mother
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Friends of REA is for those who are incarcerated or
confined to a facility who receive REA’s Railroad Evangelist, “All Aboard!” and would like to correspond with
other REAers.

Please Note
NEW RULES in writing inmates. 1. Write only on white
paper with black or blue ink, (no gel).
2. Envelopes must be white and have complete address from recipient and sender. 3. Address labels are
not allowed. 4. No art work except for pencil drawings.
5. No postcards or greeting cards are allowed. 6.
Photos permitted but not Polaroids. Be patient in
writing our railroad related inmates. Be consistent in
writing to them as they need our encouragement,
prayers and support. Mail your letters direct to them. If
your letters are returned, there is probably no use in re
-sending them as addresses change without getting
new ones.

David Meeks Larson 2 North
1098 South State Rd 25
Logansport State Hospital
Logansport, IN 46947
Michael Behn # 292354
PO Box 861
Trenton, NJ 08625
Jay E. Glenewinkel #56817-280 FCI
PO Box 9000
Seagoville, TX 75159-9000
Carl Sonne #77049 NHSP
PO Box 14 “H” A-6B
Concord, NH 03301
Justino A. Santana, Jr #S07551 G22I0U
Hamilton Correctional Institution - Annex
10650 SW 45th Street
Jasper, FL 32052
Donald Sprinkle 0-P 27187 J2123U
CFRC East Unit
7000 HC Kelley Rd.
Orlando, FL 32831-2518
Michael Lee Lepker 315226
Eyman/Cook AZ16L
PO Box 3500
Florence, AZ 85132
Shawn Toman SRCI 21421466
777 Stanton Blvd.
Ontario, OR 97914
James Lot Fuller T-63540
A.S.P. Bldg 330
PO Box 903
Avenal, CA 93204
Scott Hill #Y26944 CCI
19562 SE Institutional Dr
Blountstown, FL 32424
Alton Beauvais #C03329
1760 Hwy 67 North
Carrabelle, FL. 32322

If you need prayer for yourself or a
friend please call REA at the number above. You can also go to the
RailHopeAmerica.com web site to
leave your confidential request
there as well. You can also:
> Request a complimentary copy of
the Railroad Evangelist magazine,
“All Aboard!” for a friend.
> Have any questions about REA.
> Listen to some great train songs
> Make a donation to REA.
> Explore the RHA web page.
> Read a inspirational message.
> Share the web page with a friend.

REA Chapters
Alexandria, VA Chapter meets
the 3rd Monday of the month. For
more information contact Geneva
Campbell at (540) 869-7019
Malaga, NJ Chapter meets the
2nd Saturday of the month. For
more information contact Marlene
Sampson at (1-609) 561-6922
If you are interested in beginning
an REA Chapter or a RailHope
Fellowship contact the editor.
A Train is a Magical Thing
By David Meeks

A train is a magical, magical thing,
it makes my heart go ring-a-ling...
It doesn't matter passenger or freight,
Doesn’t matter if on time, or a little late!
I love to hear and feel and smell,
the sound of the engines ringing bell...
The heart of the boiler’s steaming temp
makes my feelings all go limb.
In the distance, the rails go on and on
to hold the magical train so long...
A train is a magical, magical thing,
it makes my heart smile and sing!

Further information contact:

Rev. Steve Seidler
15255 Jubilee Rd.
Culpeper, VA 22701
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>“I’m not offended by dumb blond jokes
because I know that I’m not dumb. I also
know that I’m not a blond.” Dolly Parton
>I am beginning to think I will never be
old enough to know better.
>Today my daughter called me “Birth
Person.” I relied, ‘Yes, Financial Drain.’
> I remember the ‘good old days’ when
snap, crackle and pop were sounds from
my cereal, not my body.
> Always keep several get well cards on
your mantel. That way, if unexpected
guests drop by, they’ll think you've been
sick and unable to clean your house.
> By replacing your morning coffee with
green tea, you can lose up to 87% of
what little joy you still have left in your life.
>I can’t find a good time machine anywhere. They just don’t make them like
they’re going to.
> I thought getting old would take longer.
> Note to myself. Do not sit on the floor
without a plan on how to get back up.
>I don’t always diet and exercise, but
when I do, I’ll do it tomorrow.
>THE BATHTUB TEST
During a visit to my doctor, I asked, “How
do you determine whether or not an older
person should be put into an old age
home?”
“Well,” he said, “we fill up a bathtub, then
we offer a teaspoon, a teacup and a
bucket to the person and ask them to
empty the bathtub.”
“Oh, I understand,” I said. “A normal person would use the bucket because it is
bugger than the other two.
“No” he said, “A normal person would pull
the plug. Do you want a bed near the
window?”

“A cheerful heart
does good like a medicine”
Proverbs 17:22 - Living Bible

RailHopeAmerica.com

The 316 Express
Mile Post #8

“I Didn’t See That Coming!”
By Steve Merrill - Fresno, Calif.

A

universal experience of all
is being overtaken by the
unforeseen. A sudden job loss,
medical diagnosis, house fire,
earthquake, tornado or any one of dozens of events can turn everything on its head. Early railroading in the United States was certainly
not exempt from “I didn’t see that coming” tragedies.
The greatest unforeseen loss of life in the 19th century is known as
the Ashtabula River Railroad Disaster. Nearly 100 people lost their
lives. Because railroads had grown rapidly, with more than 170,000
miles of track laid between 1871 and 1900, and with railroads focusing
on profits, not safety, and a total lack of regulation of the industry, the
stage was set for a calamity of major proportions which struck in
Ashtabula, Ohio.

The mainline between New York and Chicago passed over trackage
owned by the Cleveland, Painesville and Ashtabula Railroad. The industrialist owner, Amasa Stone, decided to replace a wooden bridge
over the Ashtabula River with a wrought-iron upside-down truss
bridge. It was completed in 1865. He was one of the most highly regarded bridge builders in the east. However, disaster was looming
over 154-foot span almost from day one. Wrought iron bridges of that
length were deemed unsafe by some engineers, and with major structural pieces installed incorrectly, such as main deck beams rotated 90
degrees and therefore weaker, along with a reduction in various supports attaching the bridge to the stone abutments, it was truly a ticking
time bomb.
And the bomb went off on December 29th, 1876. During a historic
blizzard which dumped more than 20 inches of snow, and temperatures well below freezing, the bridge gave way when Lakeshore and
Michigan No. 5, the Pacific Express, passed over it. One of the two
engines, and eleven cars careened seventy-five feet into the frozen
river below. Fire erupted, trapping, and killing many who were burned
beyond recognition. Subsequently, a mass grave and several historic
markers can still be seen in Ashtabula.
Several investigations concluded that the railway owner/bridge
builder Amasa Stone, and Charles Collins, railway official responsible
for safety and inspections, were answerable for the disaster and
deaths. Shortly after testifying, Collins committed suicide, followed by
Stone’s death by suicide in 1883. Plagued by ill health, declining business fortunes, and perhaps remorse, he shot himself through the
heart.

However, some things that might overtake us can be foreseen if
we’ll just open our eyes. In the spiritual realm, when God shows us
the truth of the Gospel of Christ, a ‘veil’ is taken away, as stated in II
Corinthians 3:16 – “but whenever a person turns to the Lord, the
veil is taken away.” Perhaps you, like your Conductor, know people
who just can’t or won’t see their need for Christ and His salvation.
When the Ashtabula bridge collapsed, the engineer of lead engine
that didn’t slide backwards into the chasm, sounded the whistle and
bell, summoning many townspeople to rescue survivors. Similarly,
God is calling on us to ‘sound the whistle and ring the bell’; some will
hear and heed the call, turning to Christ, and the veil will be taken
away to see “the glory of God revealed in the face of Christ” as described in II Corinthians 4:6.

What about you? Have you heard the bell and the whistle? Come
to Jesus and see! Otherwise, your bridge is out!
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REA National Chaplain

Rev. Paul Campbell

Rev. Paul has been serving the Lord
through REA for over 55 years.

M

y food is to do the will of Him who sent
me and to finish His work. He had said,
"For this purpose I had come to this hour and if
I am lifted up from the earth, I will draw all people to myself." It was finished but His work was
not finished. The plan of Salvation was He had
to build His Church, it is called "The Great
Commission."
We need to partner with Christ by the Holy
Spirit to carry out this commission. It is about
rescuing the perishing, finding the lost and saving the sinner. John 3:3 says, “Except a man
is born again he cannot see the Kingdom of
God.” REA members belong to a local church
and are trying to reach people in the R.R. and
Transportation industry with the printed
page. Let us win the lost at any cost!
Gratitude for REA, David Meeks writes...
Over the last few years I have found the
Railroad Evangelist magazine “All Aboard!”
very interesting to people and RR enthusiast as the stories are wonderful to anyone
who will read the Christian testimonies.
I can understand how REA has lasted
though 80 years of ministry. The feeling I get
when I read our magazine cannot describe
how it really makes my heart jump for joy. I
really feel so very special to be a part of this
wonderful Christian ministry. Thank you for
the most wonderful work REA does. God
has really blessed me through this publication and I know it can be a life changing
magazine for the RR community and the
general public. Thank you for all your blessings and prayers.
In Christ,
David Meeks
Logansport, Indiana.
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RailHope Puzzle #2 IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII

1 A length of metal track, usually 39 feet long _________
8 Going to India? The Rajdhani _______ Indian Railway trains connect New Delhi, the national capital to the largest cities in India.
12 The Conductor says ALL ______! and the RailHopeAmerica REA Magazine name!
14 The busiest USA train station is New York’s _____ Station, which has over a thousand passengers arriving and departing every 90
seconds in normal operations!
15 The way we talk to God
21_____Southern RR has a beautiful new corporate HQs in Midtown Atlanta, Georgia
22 The _____Pacific initiated a hydrogen-powered line-haul locomotive pilot project that is the first of its kind in North America in decarbonizing freight
23 The busiest RR station in______is the Gare du Nord, in Paris, France, serving over 214 million passengers each year.
25 Stop!!!! Red flashing lights at the Train ________!
26 The World’s ____ train is the mind-boggling Shanghai Maglev (Magnetic Levitation) Train with a speed of 267 mph that connects
Shanghai Intl Airport with Pudong.
27 The train track is all clear---- with a green _____Light!
31 A small cabin built on the roof of a caboose for the train crew to look out for any hazards.____________
35 Middleton Railway, in Leeds, England, founded in 1758, is the world’s ____ railway and still in operation!
36 The oldest RR in the USA is the _____, which first puffed off the buffers in 1832, takes you on a whistle-stop tour through the Pennsylvania Amish country.
38 Another great train adventure, using the __________RR---- is Spirit of the Outback, taking you 1400 KMs from Brisbane to Longreach. Let's go, Mates!
40 The world's longest train route is the incredible journey from Porto, Portugal to ______, a distance of 10,000 miles! The cost is $7K
and takes 12 days to complete!
43 The world’s highest _______train bridge is the Chenab River Bridge in India, which spans almost 1200 feet high—and is higher than
the Eifel Tower!
45 The _____route in the world is the Swiss Glacier Express (and for good reason) It takes a whopping 8 hours to cover a distance of
181 miles, due to the many scenic routes and tunnels.
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RailHope Puzzle #2 IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII

50 One of the steepest RR routes is a _________ railway in Switzerland & incorporates a train being operated by cable with ascending & descending cars & counterbalance system.
51 The Gotthard Base ______in Switzerland is the longest and also the deepest in the world, running for 36 miles to connect Eu-

rope.

52 A Diesel or Steam ____provides the force to move itself and other RR Vehicles
53 Manufacturer of new-age rail locomotives
54 The world’s most _____train route is Japan’s Seven Stars—a cruise train that takes travelers on a multi-day tour of Kyushu Island!
Very expensive and riders must win a lottery to participate!
55 Converting RR traditional overhead gantry ______, to hybrid power or fully electric over the next decade will result in millions of
gallons of fuel savings and reduce thousands of tons of emissions.
56 REA message to you!!

2 Switzerland's Glazier Express RR travels under the ____as a high-speed link connecting Regions of Europe.
3 The United States has the largest and most extensive railway network in the _____; China is 2nd!
4 The _____Pacific RR initiated a hydrogen-powered line-haul locomotive pilot project in North America offering a leading edge of
decarbonizing the freight transportation sector.
5 Rail is used to carry ______on long-term contracts and is the basic business of the RR for revenues, by and large, follow the cyclicality of the economy.
6 Square-shaped metal RR nails used to fasten railroad rails to crossties.
7 Berkshire-Hathaway, a diversified conglomerate, owns ________, a RR focused on the western two-thirds of the U.S & largest RR
in North America by revenue
9 The _____train platform in New York, known as Track 61, runs deep under the Grand Central Station to the Waldorf Astoria, the
city’s first skyscraper hotel. Don't tell anyone---it is a secret train route used to transport President Franklin Roosevelt and other VIPs
10 Do Trains use ______to navigate with? YES!!! Rail systems throughout the world use GPS to track the movement of locomotives
in real-time.
11 Every RR wants to have the reputation as providing the _____travel for its passengers!
13 Shinjuku Station in Tokyo, Japan is the _____train station in the world with over 3.6 million passengers passing through daily!
16 “Midnight _____ to Georgia” song by Gladys Knight and the Pips in the 1970s.
17 Brazil has some of the ______ iron ore trains in the world and has one of the largest rail networks---but passenger transportation
is now a priority in Brazil and South America.
18 Viva La Vida! Go travel in scenic Mexico on The ____ Canyon line which is over 390 miles in length and crosses 39 bridges and
86 tunnels!
19 The area alongside a RR track providing safe and convenient access to the trains
20 The driver of the Train and the one with the controls!
24 The world’s most _____RR stop is in Cook, Australia, a fueling stop with 4 residents—and where the nearest road is 62 miles, and
the nearest city is 513 miles away!
28 Australia's 1st transcontinental train, the Indian Pacific, traversed from Sydney to Perth & has 303 miles of straight track! The
world’s _____ straight RR track.
29 Quitting or Stopping
30 Every RR Exec wants to be known as being the _____passenger and freight mover!
32 The Indian Pacific RR travels across _______ a real train journey, in every sense of the word, going from Sydney or Adelaide to
Perth, giving you a real sense of continental vastness.
33 Canada’s 1st transcontinental train, built in 1881, was the first line that connected ___ with British Columbia in the western Canadian provinces.
34 The world’s highest altitude railway is China's Qinghai-Tibet and is specially equipped for high elevation with _____locomotives.
37 The steepest standard-gauge mainline railway grade in the USA is in Polk County, North Carolina; it gains 606 feet in elevation in
less than three miles between Melrose and Saluda!
39 The Quinhai-Tibet RR in China is the world's _____ elevation railway in the world which is 16,640 feet above sea level at Tanggula Pass.
41 The British GWR RR was called by some "God's Wonderful Railway" and linked London with the west areas of England, the
West Midlands, and _____.
42 Britain’s most _____ train route is the West Highland Line from Glasgow to the port of Mallaig crossing the Glenfinnan Viaduct—
the same bridge the Hogwarts Express crosses in Harry Potter movies
44 The world’s longest direct train service is in Russia on the Trans-_______from Moscow to Vladivostok, covers 5,700 miles and
crosses 8 time zones! This is a week of travel.
46 The Great ________Mountain Railroad (GSR) travels along 53 scenic miles of track with 2 tunnels and 25 bridges. Put that on
your must-visit list!
47 Train enthusiasts build ___trains to recreate the scenery and adventure of train routes.
48 “I am Leaving on the _________ Train!!” song (sung by REA Chaplain Paul Campbell)
49 Void of______________
WORD BANK FOR RAIL HOPE 2 CROSSWORD: ABOARD, ALPS, AUSTRALIA, AUSTRALIAN, BNSF, BUSIEST, CANADIAN, CATERPILLAR,
CEASING, COPPER, CRANES, CROSSING, CUPOLA, ENGINEER, EUROPE, EXCLUSIVE, EXPRESS, FASTEST, FREIGHT, FRIENDLIEST,
FUNICULAR, GPS, HEAVIEST, HIGHEST, LOCOMOTIVE, LONGEST, MODEL, MONTREAL, MORNING, NORFOLK, OLDEST, PENN, PLATFORM, PRAY, RAIL, REMOTE, SAFEST, SALUDAGRADE, SCENIC, SECRET, SIBERIAN, SIGNAL, SINGAPORE, SLOWEST, SMOKY, SPIKES,
STRASBURG, SUSPENDED, THANKYOUCROSSWORDPUZZLERS, TRAIN, TUNNEL, TURBOCHARGED, UNION, WALES, WITHOUT, WORLD.
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“Well done, good and faithful servant . . . enter into the joy of the Lord”
“Weeping may endure for a night, but joy comes in the morning.”

Psalm 30:5

Daniel J. Burke , 70, of Syracuse, NY joined the lord on September 28, 2021. Dan was born in
Syracuse, NY, May 17, 1951, son of the late Charles and Carmela (Masella) Burke. He was a
1969 graduate of Solvay High School. Dan was a sheriff with the Onondaga County Sheriff's
Department retiring with 25 years of service in May 2016. He is survived by his loving children
also leaves many loving nieces, nephews and cousins to whom he meant so much. Dan loved
to sing and play the guitar, he was passionate about his service to God and he was always near
at hand, and ready to serve others. Dan was a special and close friend to so many people and
will be greatly missed.
Dans sister, Mrs. Beverly Salloum wrote of her brother: It is so heartbreakingly sad. He was such a good man,
dad, grandfather and brother, and did his best to help anyone in any way that he could. He retired from the
sheriffs department of Onondaga county, graduated from massage therapy school with my daughter Rebecca
and me, was also an LPN, member of the painters union, could build, fix, repair, improvise, sing, cook. His passion was to be instrumental in bringing unity and harmony within the Body of Christ. It is such a profound loss.
Thank you for your prayers for our family.

Grandmother Betty Sturgill by David Meeks. David said his grandmother encouraged and
supported him with his train hobby and moral support as she was so easy for him to talk with
her.
Elaine Meeks by David Meeks

Alan L. Harkey. By Judson Care Center. And David & Rosalee Wiegand, Jr.
Grandson of Luther S. Harkey, founder of the Railroad Evangelistic Association went to his
eternal home on February 23, 2021 at the age of 67. Alan is greatly missed by his wife Janet,
family and many friends. Alan was always a blessing when he attended REA conventions. For
more on Alan and his life see the Spring 2021 issue of the Railroad Evangelist magazine “All

Lorraine Creamer, By REA Malaga Chaptert, 91 of Newfield, New Jersey relocated to her
Heavenly home on August 31, 2021. Lorraine worked for Bell Telephone, Respond Daycare and
Millrock Farms. She also taught Sunday School for many years. She was a loving mother and
grandmother. Lorrain started every morning and ended every day with reading her Bible and
prayer. Lorrain loved the Lord and spent many hours reading her Bible and listening to Christian
Radio. Lorraine is survived by two daughters, two sisters, sixteen grandchildren and twenty-six
great grandchildren. When I spoke (Joe Spooner) with her sister Marlene Sampson, President
of the REA Malaga Chapter, she told me she was in the room with Lorraine nearing her time to
depart when a nurse by the name of Charity walked in and asked if she could sing a song. Marlene told the nurse that “Rock of Ages” was Lorraine's favorite song. Half was through the song, Lorraine
ended her life's journey on earth only to begin her new forever life throughout all eternity with her Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ.
Carol Clifton, By REA Malaga Chapter, 84, Millville, NJ died September 8, 2021. Carol and her

daughter were committed to Christ and to co-labor in filling the Great Commission by handing out
thousands of the Railroad Evangelist magazine over the many years of their faithful involvement
with REA. Carol is survived by her sons, Tom, Clifford and daughter Marcy Clifton of Millville, NJ
along with several grandchildren, nieces and nephews. Carol will be greatly missed by her family,
friends and her REA family.

Mildred Aarstd by Odd Aarstad, “My dear wife Mildred went to sleep on May 29, 2020 and in the
early morning of May 30, 2020 God promoted her to her Heaven home to the place He said he
had prepared for her. This is what she prayed for and I cherish her memory. We were in our 73rd
year of marriage. We always enjoyed our fellowship with REA. Keep on the firing line for Jesus.
Sending a donation in memory for my dear wife, mother, Grandmother and great Grandmother.
Three children, 13 grandchildren and 21 great grandchildren we are so blessed. We greet our
REA brothers and sisters till we meet again.
Editors note: REA was blessed whenever Mildred filled in to play the piano at our REA conventions.
Mickey “Mick” Ray Achor, By David & Rosalee Wiegand,Jr. 60 of Virginia Beach, VA transi-

tioned to his Heavenly home on August 28, 2021 due to complications from covid. Mick was
the wife of Lee and son-in-law of our former REA President Alan Carpenter. Even though Lee
and Mick had only been a part of REA for three years or so, their impact on REA will not be
forgotten. Mick served in the Coast Gard for twenty-two years retiring as Command Chief in
2004. Mick is survived by his wife Lee, three sons and five grandchildren. Mick and Lee enjoyed going on new adventures together. Mick is now on his grand and eternal adventure with
his Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Mick will be greatly missed by his family and friends.

Jesus is the light at the end of the Tunnel

“But God demonstrates His own love towards us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” Romans 5:8
“...Christ died for our sins...and that He
was buried, and that He rose again the
third day…” I Corinthians 15:3,4
“...if you confess with your mouth the Lord
Jesus and believe in your heart that God
raised Him from the dead, you will be
saved. For with the heart one believes to
righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made to salvation”. Romans 10: 9,10
“If we confess our sins, He is faithful and
just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse
us from all unrighteousness.” I John 1:9
“I am the way, the truth and the life. No
one comes to the Father except through
Me.” John 14:6
“Nor is there salvation in any other, for
there is no other name under heaven
given among men by which we must be
save.” Acts 4:12
“But as many as receive Him, to them He
gave the right to become children of God,
to those who believe in His name.”
John 1:12

“...he who hears My word and believes in
Him who sent Me has everlasting life, and
shall not come into judgement, but has
passed from death to life.” John 5:24

Suggested model prayer
God be merciful to me a sinner, I believe
you died on the cross to forgive me of all
my sins. I believe You were raised from
the dead on the third day victorious over
death, hell and the grave. I now receive
You as my Savior and Lord asking you to
forgive me of all my sins. Fill me know
with Your Holy Spirit to enable me to live
for you all the days of my life. Thank you
Lord Jesus for saving my soul, in Your
name I pray. Amen.
FIRST 6 STEPS in your new life in Christ.
Get a Bible and read as soon as possible.
1.Ephesians chapter 1
2. II Peter 1:1-11
3. I John chapter 1
4. Romans chapter 8
5. Matthew chapters 5,6,7.
6.The Gospel of Mark
REA
PO Box 5026
Vancouver, WA 98668
For free Bible Studies go to www.PTL.org
(Pocket Testament League).
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Reflections of
Tie-Gang life in
the mid 1970’s.
It was a very
interesting time
in my life's
experiences that
I wouldn’t trade
for anything. –js

I

was hired by Burlington Northern Railroad in the mid 1970’s on a Tie
Gang as a laborer that started in Vancouver heading to Wishram,
Washington, about 100 miles from Vancouver. I hired on when the out fit
cars where stationed in Washougal, about 13 miles east of Vancouver.
The work was pretty rough, but I figured if other “gandies” (RR Laborer) could do it , I guess I could as well. I soon learned many of the guys
had “handles”, names that related to them personally such as “Nature
Boy, Stinky Jim, Diesel Burt, Tangled Eyed Clyde, Baby Teeth, Freaky
Fred”, Scrody John” and the list could go on but there was one guy they
called “Maggot”, his hands and face were like well worn leather. Most
seemed to not trust him and they avoided him when they could.
Well, we made it to Wishram. One evening, after dinner, most of the
guys where in the 3rd outfit car down from mine playing cards or just
sitting around talking. I observed what was going on so I decided to
return to my outfit car. As I turned to go down the steps, I glanced down
the hall of the second bunk car, the sun was setting, there about half
way though sitting on the edge of his bunk was “maggot”. He was
alone just staring out the window across from him, no one else was in
the bunk car. Before I descended down the stairs to return to my bunk
car, as I looked at him, all of a sudden I felt like a huge wave of loneliness swept over me and I knew the Lord was, even though I was a new
Christian, allowing me to feel what “maggot” was feeling, utter loneliness.
I found myself walking down the hall towards him, I don’t know who
spoke first but we started talking. I had the opportunity to tell how radically Jesus changed my life in detail. As I got up to leave, I said, “We will
pray for you this Sunday at Church”. He looked at me and said, almost
shouting, “NO...IF THIS IS REAL, I WANT IT AND I WANT IT NOW!!!”
To my surprise and extreme joy I was able to pray with Jim to receive
the Lord that evening, so many years ago. Over the years I have lost
track of Jim, I have tried tracking him down from time to time but to no
avail. I don’t know if he is alive or dead, the Lord knows and somethings we just need to leave with Him.
Perhaps you or someone you know may be experiencing utter loneliness and no hope for the future. I can attest to the fact there is an answer and his name is Jesus, he has a future and a hope for all those
who turn and trust in who he said he was….Jesus said, “I am the way,
the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except by
Me...Most assuredly, I say to you, he who hears My word and believes in Him who sent Me has everlasting life, and shall not come
into judgement, but has passed from death into life.”
(See page 14 to begin your new journey)

- Joe Spooner
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Chicago, Burlington and Quincy Railroad, (CB&Q). 2-8-2 #4978 on display at Mendota, Illinois. Photo by Dr. Richard Leonard in June, 2018.

