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GET ON TRACK 
Subscribe to the  

Railroad Evangelist 
Magazine 

For $10.00 a year you will receive one of the 

most unique non-denominational Christian 

Railroad magazines ever published. The Rail-

road Evangelistic Association was founded by 

Luther S. Harkey (1885-1949) in 1941 with 

other Christian railroaders in Sanford, Florida. 

Help spread the word by ordering the Rail-

road Evangelist magazines in bulk.    

BULK  COSTS 
(Based upon per issue) 

   100 copies $35.00       50 copies $25.00 

    20 copies  $15.00       10 copies $10.00 

               200 Hundred copies $50.00 

Subscribe today for yourself or a friend, make out 

your check or money order to REA and send to: 

REA  

255 State Route 49 

Cleveland, NY 13042 

Summer 2022  issue of the  

Railroad Evangelist magazine was printed 

June 2022 Vol. 86, No.2 

 COVER:  By REA and rail enthusiast by the late Norman R. Seidelmann, Pennsauken, NJ.  Norman loved all things railroad and a huge assent to REA. 

www.RailHopeAmerica.com 

 

The Railroad Evangelist magazine is published 

three times a year by GISI Marketing Group of 

Tualatin, Oregon for the Railroad Evangelistic 

Association. Second class postage paid at 

Vancouver, WA. Circulation: 2,000. 

    REA President  David Wiegand  

"Sweet hour of prayer,  
sweet hour of prayer, 

that calls me from a world of 
care, and bids me at my  

Fathers throne, to make all my 
wants and wishes known…” 

 

“Proclaiming 

the Good News 

of His salvation 

from day to day.” 
Psalm 96:2 

I f there has ever been a time for prayer warriors to "put on the whole armor of 
GOD" (Ephesians 6:10-18) and "raise their swords of the Spirit which is the 

Word of GOD" these perilous 2020's are that time. Polls recently taken indicate 
that 70% of Americans believe America is heading in the wrong direction while 
only 16% believe the nation is heading in the right directions. 

    Many Americans are still hurting from the pandemic. There is a palpable sense 
of uneasiness in the air as wars rage and social unrest and violence are the or-
der of the day. 

    As a retired career railroad employee, I am aware of increased tensions and 
disputes on the nation's rails between management and labor over attendance 
policies, work rules, job security, wages and benefits.  Strikes by labor are a real 
possibility.  REA and RailHope are railroad oriented ministries and are available 
to take prayer requests from railroad employees concerning the difficult and 
unique challenges that railroad workers of all crafts encounter in their occupa-
tions. 

    In 1st Timothy 2:1 we are admonished that "supplications, prayers, interces-
sions and giving thanks be made for all men."  In verses 2 and 3 we are instruct-
ed to pray "for all that are in authority: that we may lead a quiet and peaceable 
life in all godliness and honesty.  For this is good and acceptable in the sight of 
GOD our Savior."    Pray for all men including our fellow railroaders, co-workers. 
hobbyists, membership and loved ones.   We must hold up our elected office 
holders in prayer whether we voted them or not.  And yes,  We must pray for 
those holding management positions in our workplaces. 

      Prayer: revives, renews, heals, reconciles, calms and strengthens.  PRAY! 

“and since He bids me seek His face, Believe His word, and trust His grace, I’ll 
cast on Him my ev’ry care, and wait for Three sweet hour of prayer”…  
                                                                                      — William W. Walford 

Yours in CHRIST, 
David Wiegand 
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               WE BELIEVE 
   1. We believe in the Scripture of the Old and 

New Testaments as verbally inspired by God, 

and inerrant in the original writings. They are the 

supreme and final authority in faith and life. 

    2. We believe in one God eternally existing in 

three persons: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

    3. We believe that Jesus Christ was begotten 

by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, and is 

true God and true Man. 

    4. We believe that man was created in the 

image of God: that he sinned, and thereby 

incurred, not only physical death, but also 

Spiritual death which is separation from God.  All 

human beings are born with a sinful nature, and 

in the case of those who reach moral 

responsibility become sinners in thought, word, 

and deed. 

    5. We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ died 

for our sins according to the Scriptures, as a 

representative and substitutionary sacrifice.  In 

addition that all who believe in Him are justified 

on the ground of His shed Blood. 

    6. We believe in the resurrection of the 

crucified Body of our Lord, in His Ascension into 

Heaven and in His present life there for us, as 

High Priest and Advocate. 

    7. We believe in "that blessed hope," the 

personal, premillennial, and imminent return of 

our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 

    8. We believe that all who receive by faith the 

Lord Jesus Christ are born again of the Holy 

Spirit and thereby become children of God. 

    9. We believe in the bodily resurrection of the 

just and unjust, the everlasting blessedness of 

the saved, and the everlasting, conscious 

punishment of the lost.  
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In the cab to the left is 

Luther S. Harkey, (1885 - 

1949), Founder of the 

Railroad  Evangelistic  

Association in 1941.   

His hearts desire was to 

reach his fellow railroad 

employees with the ever-

lasting gospel of Jesus 

Christ.  From the first issue 

in 1938 until now The 

Railroad Evangelist maga-

zine continues this vital 

ministry to the entire Rail-

road Community. 

Railroad Evangelistic Association 

Our Vision 
We envision a day when the Gospel of Jesus Christ has been proclaimed to 

all men and women throughout the world-wide railroad community. 

Our Mission 
To reach all people connected with the railroad industry, including model rail-

roaders and rail fan enthusiasts, with the Good News of Jesus Christ. 

Our Strategy 
Working with national and international partners, we produce and distribute 

The Railroad Evangelist magazine "All Aboard!" in printed and digital form 

via RailHopeAmerica.com and RHA Facebook to individuals, churches and 

other related organizations. associated with the railroad community. One-on-

one ministry and discipleship are accomplished through the distribution of the 

magazine, local REA chapters and a growing world-wide prayer railway minis-

try network.   Membership in REA is open to everyone, everywhere to join 

with us in proclaiming the everlasting gospel of Jesus Christ to the entire rail-

road community world-wide.  All Aboard! 

Please cut, photocopy or send information pertaining to the above application form and mail it to:                                           

REA    255 State Route 49    Cleveland, NY  13042 

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP IN REA 

Please check the appropriate box. 

     I am an active railroad employee. 

     I am a former/retired railroad employee.  

      My spouse is/was an active/former/retired  

     railroad employee. 

     I am a model railroad hobbyist. 

     I am a rail fan enthusiast. 

     My interest in REA is _______________________ 

     Sending $10.00 for REA membership for one year 

     Sending $10.00 for a one year subscription,(3X). 

     LIFE TIME membership & single subscription for                                            

     a one time cost of $300.00. 

     I would like to make a donation._____________ 

                   What is RailHope America? 

The RailHopeAmerica.com logo identifies the Railroad Evangelistic Associa-

tion as a leading member of a global network of Railroad Ministries whose 

common goal is to bring hope of the Gospel of Christ to the  world-wide Rail-

road community. 

RailHopeAmerica is currently part of a 25 country network within the Rail-

Hope International mission in reaching all people connected to the railroad 

industry. For more information on RHI go to: www.RailHope.net 
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          ThankYou! 
We want to sincerely thank each and 
everyone of you who committed them-
selves to make a special donation to 
publish a 16 page issue once again. We 
know there are many worthwhile minis-
tries in need but because you believe 
this unique railroad ministry is im-
portant to God and is reaching multi-
plied thousands with the gospel of Jesus 
Christ through the printed page, we re-
joice with you in your generosity for the 
advancement of the kingdom of God. 

http://www.railroadevangelist.com/index.html
http://www.railroadevangelist.com/index.html
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I n March 1966 our family set out from Euston station on a 
boat train for Liverpool Riverside and the start of a jour-

ney to a new life in Canada, a journey I didn't want to go on. 
 
    We arrived in Victoria, British Columbia on Good Friday 
after five days on the Atlantic on board the Cunarder 
Carinthia, then three days on a train from Montreal to Van-
couver and finally a ferry from Vancouver to Victoria, 6,600 
miles in all. We found our feet and settled in, I had started at 
school where I was introduced to Dave Brown who was the 
driver (Locomotive Engineer) on a miniature railway at a 
place called Matticks Farm. Dave introduced me to Sam 
Sunter the owner of the Victoria Miniature Railways, I was 
welcomed to the railway by Sam and in due course found 
myself driving No 27 along with other loco's on the railway. I 
enjoyed my time on the V.M.R and in particular with No 27 I 
cleaned and scoured her until she was fit to work a royal 
train. Sam must have been impressed with my care of his 
loco because he stamped my name on the boiler backhead. 
When he told me of this I was very mystified as to why he 
stamped my name on the boiler of his engine? 
 
    In 1970 I returned to the U.K. and to a life on British Rail 
as a Second man then a driver and learning of the existence 
of the Railway Mission. In 2003 I had news that 27 had 
been returned to the U.K. and that I had been traced by the 
new owners because of my name being stamped on the 
boiler backhead. This fulfilled a prophesy I had in  2002 
about 27. She was sold to me in 2013 and then the huge 
task of bringing her back to life began. I new at this stage a 
new boiler would be needed, but what I didn't expect was 
the multitude of other things wrong with the engine. Prob-
lems with axle boxes, wheels and axles were addressed by 
a friend Brian, a time served tool maker and myself as the 
boy! But what was now starting to face us was the need for 
someone with steam locomotive knowledge and experience. 
I prayed that the Lord would send just such a person along 
and He did in the person of Harry Spencer who was just 
starting his apprenticeship with the Bluebell Railway to be-
come a steam locomotive fitter.  Harry's growing skills and 
knowledge made possible the completion of the work to 
transform Isabel into The Railway Mission and to a naming 
ceremony on 11th September 2021. 
 
    The name The Railway Mission was also an answer to 
prayer. I couldn't think of a name, to replace Isabel, her old 
name, and the Lord said clearly The Railway Mission so I 
had nameplates cast and a member of our club, Mick Black-
burn painted them. September the 11th was a day charged 
with emotion for me. I hadn't driven 27 since 1969. I last 
saw her in a friend’s garage in Victoria on a visit to Canada 
in 1980. To the best of my knowledge 27 hadn't been used 
since 1970-71. There were occasions when I didn't think the 
work of restoration could be done so great was the task. I 
had set out on this journey without even a thought as to how 

it could be done. I am not in any sense of the word an 
engineer or machinist. I didn't in the first instance ask for 
help I just assumed Brian would be willing to drop what 
we were doing at the time and get on with rebuilding 27. 
The work was completed, however, and the engine was 
named on the 11th September by Christopher Henley, 
the Chaplain to South Western Railway. The service was 
short but very much to the point and was very well re-
ceived by all those attending and I believe Chris being in 
full attire, he is an ordained minister in the C of E, added 
to the occasion. This for me has been a journey of faith; 
my faith was tried and in the end was not found wanting. 
All things are possible, only believe. I would like to record 
my thanks to Keith Rose then president of the  Railway 
Mission for permission to use the Missions name, to 
Liam Johnston who asked Chris to carry out the naming, 
and for providing Mission magazines for distribution and 
to Chris Henley who gave 
a splendid talk and per-
formed the task of unveil-
ing the nameplate on his 
side of the engine! Above 
all I give glory to God with-
out whom none of this 
could ever have happened. 
Glory to God. 

The Railway Mission  - A Journey of Faith 
By John Lunn “Gods Engineman” 

Horley, England 

Chaplain Christopher 
Henley dedicating and 
blessings No. 27 with the 
new name:  
  “The Railway Mission”. 
Harry Spencer  taken No 
27 on a run. 
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Model  
Railroading 

“The Greatest Hobby in the World” 

www.greatesthobby.com 

 “I was surrounded by things,” Paul Breden said, remi-
niscing about the day when his train sets became 
something more.  Breden is con-
vinced that God told him to “use 
them for my glory.” Thus, a child-
hood dream became a reality as 
Breden, along with Steve Bistak and 
Lynn Jefferis, launched “Good 
News Junction.” Despite Covid 
and the challenges of running an 
outreach,  Breden, Bistak and Jef-
feris keep laying track and building 
bridges with local youth. 
 
All Aboard   
Breden has called Cape May Coun-
ty home for many years. Yet, his 
journey took many turns before at-
tending Tabernacle United Method-
ist Church. Breden and Jefferis 
have faithfully attended for five 
years.  “I met Steve (Bistak) at a din-
ner. We make sure we say hi to 
strange faces,” Breden ex-
plained.  Bistak said he and his wife 
were “church hopping” at the time.  Bistak and Breden 
discovered a mutual passion for model trains. Togeth-
er, they decided to form a club where young people 
could come, with their parents/grandparents, and hear 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ.   
 
In 2019, Tabernacle Church used trains as their theme 
for Vacation Bible School. The event was featured in 
“The Railroad Evangelistic Magazine,” in the 2019 au-
tumn issue.  Bistak, who relocated from Toms River 
three years ago, has “had several train layouts” 
throughout the years. He has lived in various states, 
including California. During Superstorm Sandy, in 
2012, Bistak lost his extensive layout.  
Good News Junction held its first meeting Feb.7,2020, 
according to Jefferis.  “We attracted older kids” Bistak 
said.       

Derailed by Pandemic  The “older kids” were                                            
retirement age people, with a few ninth graders in at-

tendance, according to Breden.   
“Covid changed everything,” Jefferis 
said. After just beginning, Good 
News Junction returned to the pro-
verbial “depot,” waiting for the tide 
to turn.  Today, the doors are open 
every Monday evening, from 6-8 
p.m. Although the numbers are 
small, the outreach is growing. 
Breden and Bistak have plans for 
expansion and community engage-
ment, including a Christmas open 
house. 
 
Moving Forward   
“The older people have so much to 
offer the young people if they will 
listen,” Jefferis said.  Two adults are 
always present, and all volunteers 
have undergone background 
checks, according to Jefferis. She 
wishes for all ages and genders to 
come and enjoy assembling the lay-

out, which is still “a work in progress."  “We’re here to 
take the good news out there,” Breden said.  The pro-
gram exists due to donations, according to Breden. 
Tabernacle Church provides the room and electricity.   
Two specific challenges are the lack of young people 
in the church and “competing” with school and extra-
curricular activities, according to Bistak. As the pro-
gram unfolds, one-on-one interaction ensues as build-
ings and trains are assembled. Biblical lessons are 
shared throughout the time. Bistak and Breden said 
they are working on specifically integrating the Bible 
into their activities.  Mind and hand are busy, away 
from electronic devices. Parents are encouraged to 
work alongside their children.  Bistak said he wishes 
to be someone the young people “can talk to.” The 
doors are open to all.   
“We’re planting a seed. It’s up to God to water it,” Jef-
feris said.  

On left is Steve Bistak, with Paul Breden on the 
right. They are excited to use model trains as a 
way to reach the local youth with the gospel of 
Jesus Christ. 

Original article appeared in the Cape May Country Herald NJ was sent in by REA member Richard Maccarsey.   

Article and photo by Rachel Rogish, used with permission. 

  

IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII 
Grandson Owen and I 
down at the Vancouver, 
Washington Amtrak De-
pot waiting for a Union 
Pacific freight train to 
roll by.   
In the Depot, Owen is 
standing by the model 
layout of Vancouver rail-
yards of days gone bye. 
                          -js                                                                   



   

by Rev. Steve R. Seidler 
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with a TRANSAMERICA truck trailer. The signage is com-
puter generated.  Detail the trailer with lights and a li-
cense plate.  I placed a brass nail at both ends of the trail-
er to simulate the Golden Spike.  

     MOTHER’S DAY is an HO Walthers 60’ modern box 

found at swap meet for $5.  The top was weathered, but 

the sides were left pristine for advertising purposes.  The 

left end of the car needed nothing, but the right end had a 

75th Walther’s logo and the steam train.  Using EZ-Off, the 

logo only was removed.  On a yellow car, bold green let-

tering placed Mother’s Day with RR info still in place.  A 

silhouette of a mother walking with two children was 

placed at the right end overlapping the train. My mother 

fostered my love for trains at an early age, even having 

       Let your mind wander and you come up with 
; ; 

; ; ; 
; ; 

and so many other fond memories.  However, 
the meaning is a holy day or a day set aside to think on 
higher spiritual things. God rested (not tired) on the Sev-
enth Day to observe all He had done.  It was good and 
we are to set aside one day in seven to relax, refresh, and 
observe our good labors. Noah spent a holy day thanking 
God for sparing him and his family.  Joshua set up memo-
rial stones and set aside holy days of thanksgiving.  Mo-
ses, likewise, set aside a holy day of praise and built a 
memorial in recognition of God’s goodness to His people.  
All our current holidays are wished with HAPPY or MER-
RY, yet one, MEMORIAL DAY, is a solemn holy day set 
aside to honor all who sacrificed their lives to purchase 
and preserve our freedoms.  Holidays are times for cele-
bration and reflection, and modelers can do no less. 

        I set aside a special HOLIDAY TRAIN to honor 
these special days on my HO layout.  Each holiday is rep-
resented with a different car: 

New Year’s Day – Athearn 50’ single door box 

Valentine’s Day – 40’ Athearn standard box 

Presidents Day – 50’ flat with Mt. Rushmore model 

Easter – Athearn 50’ single door     

May 10,1869 – Walthers 50’ TOFC Transamerica 

Mother’s Day – Walthers 60’ modern box 

Memorial Day – Athearn heavy duty flat w/ crosses 

Father’s Day – Athearn 50’ modern box 

Fourth of July – Athearn 50’ single door box 

Labor Day – Walthers 50’ flat TOFC 

Halloween – Athearn 50’ single door box 

Thanksgiving – Athearn 50’ single door box 

Christmas – Athearn 50’ mechanical reefer 

Bachmann work flat w/ Nativity 

Athearn ATSF Christmas caboose 

             Auxiliary cars are: DM&IR Observation 
“Northland”, Accurail 40’ “Happy Holidays”, 
Roundhouse 50’ Pullman “Golden Gate”, and 
Walthers “Oscar & Piker” Pullman Observation 
“Santa/Frosty Express.”  From the above list, 
here are my latest holiday efforts with some 
building tips and suggestions.  HAPPY HOLI-
DAYS and HAPPY MODEL BUILDING while rid-
ing the railze! 

     NATIONAL TRAIN DAY commemorates the driving of 
the Golden Spike welding America by rail on May 10, 
1869.  It is celebrated with rail fests in most cities near 
this date.  My HO car is a Walthers Trainline 50’ TOFC 
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my Grandpa Ray carve a wooden O scale model of the 

City of San Francisco.  She also made sure the base-

ment had dedicated space for my growing American 

Flyer scale layout.  She even shared flannel graph flock-

ing for me to use for scenery details.  That is why mom 

is holding my hand 

next to the steam 

train. 

MEMORIAL DAY is 
an Athearn 50’ 
heavy-duty Westing-
house flat car found 
new in a box, miss-
ing one coupler.  
This car has 4 sets 
of trucks.  The deck 
was altered to re-
ceive a model of the 
famous “Iwo Jima 
Monument” which 
was purchased at 
the USMC Museum 
in Quantico VA.  
Arlington Cemetery 
crosses were made 
from white plastic 
strips. 

 
CHRISTMAS SCENE is made up of a 
50’ Athearn reefer “Merry Christ-
mas”  (not pictured); Bachmann Silver 
Series MofW Blacksmith Car for 
Western & Atlantic; and an Athearn 
Genesis ATSF caboose in seasonal 
colors with a brick chimney.  On the 
MofW car, all the added details like 
tool box, barrels, stove, etc. were re-
moved, along with one roof support 
on the side.  A pastoral hillside was 
molded using sculptamold and normal 
scenery effects and the floor was 
made to look like dirt and hay. (I had 
not done a scene this small before.) A 
shepherd, his sheep and his German 
Shephard were added approaching 
the manger.  Prieser nativity figures, 

plus all the manger animals were placed under the 
covering.  A lamb sits beside the cradle watching 
over the Babe - The Lamb who would be slain for 
the sins of mankind.  It is a crowded scene, but that 
first Christmas night was probably just the same.  
The red/white/green ATSF caboose brings up the 
rear of the train (naturally) and placed on the rear 
deck are the Three Wise Men or Magi.  They are 
riding in style, never making it to the Bethlehem 
manger, but they will see the child, now 2 years of 
age, in his parent’s house.  As the Holiday Train 
passes on the layout, those viewing this awesome 
scene are open to the presentation of the Biblical 
story of Christmas. 

 

 



       8    The Railroad Evangelist                                  Summer 2022                                           RailHopeAmerica.com 

I nternational Railroad Evan-
gelist Arulraj from Chennai, 

INDIA was able to do his first 
Rail Hope outreach to Sri 
Lanka, his first since February 
2020 because of all the regula-
tions and prevailing situations.  
Brother Arulraj was able to 

meet with members of RailHope Sri 
Lanka, to encourage them in their 
outreach efforts among their fellow 
railway workers. 

While there he was able to meet 
with and minister to a youth group 
as well as helping with a charity 
group handing out 10 days of provi-
sion to 25 families. 

Brother Arulraj requests is to pray 
more for Sri Lanka, asking God to 
bless them with peace and prosper-
ity and for the gospel to go forth in 
power. 

Sri Lanka, formerly Ceylon, is an island country 
lying in the Indian Ocean that is separated from 
the peninsular India by the Palk Strait. 

The Railway Missions Chaplains’ Conference  
and RailHope International General Assembly  

 Northampton, UK   May 2022 

IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII 

T his past May the British Railway Missions Chaplains 
Conference and training sessions were held in North-

ampton in the UK. from May 25-27th. After the two year pan-
demic many Chaplains became ill themselves and needed to 
be build up and encouraged. The Conference focus was Per-
sonal Resilience: Self-care, Self-awareness, Self-acceptance 
and Self-empowerment.  For more information on British 
Railway  Missions contact:  www.railwaymission.org 

T he RailHope International Meeting was held from May 
27 - 29th.  The RailHope International mission statement 

is “We live in hope by connecting Christians in railroads and 
public transport systems worldwide; praying for each other 
and our companies, encouraging an authentic life with Jesus 
Christ. We promote and combine faith and life in the profes-
sional world. For further information contact: 
www.RailHope.net 
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    Photos courtesy of  

the Oceano Train Museum 

webpage and Nathan Spooner. 

 

                  from 1896-1973 

The Oceano Train Depot (California)  has 

been restored to near original condition. 

Visitors can tour a real turn-of-the-century 

train depot that remains virtually un-

touched. Housed inside the walls are not 

only artifacts from the railroad, but histor-

ical photos and artifacts from the sur-

rounding community dating back to the early 1900’s. Railroad buffs and former workers love to tell their stories of 

working on the railroad and give instructions on how to use the specialized equipment. Exhibits include the old 

post office boxes, coffee grinders, jukebox, and railroad equipment. 

The Depot served as a focal point for SP transportation, tourism and real estate promotion from 1896 until the 

1950’s.  Tours are available every Sunday from 1pm to 3pm.  Oceano is about 17 miles south of San Luis Obispo, 

California. You can google it to find it’s web page for more information. 

These railroad phone booths were used for 
many years on the main line in the early years as 
the train crew were able to contact the train dis-
patcher directly.  In 1901 the rail line connected 
San Francisco to Los Angeles along the coast of 
the pacific ocean. 

  1950 Fairmount Motorcar 
In 1909 Frank E. Wade founded Fairmont Rail-

way Motors of Fairmont, Minnesota ( Fairmont 

Gas Engine and Railway Motor Car Company in 

1915), was a manu-

facturer of rail vehicles 

formed from the Fair-

mont Machine Com-

pany.  



O ur joints hurt and the aches and pains of 
this life grow worse as we age.  Our vision, 

hearing and thoughts become less clear. We are 
getting ready for Heaven by making earth less 
and less appealing. We have a desire for Heav-
en where we will know a world free from sin is 
awaiting us.  

    As children they get ready for teen years. As 
teens they prepare for adulthood. As adults they 
get ready for retirement and they start focusing 
more on Heaven. However, how many people 
never make it to retirement?  Some people play 
a dangerous game with their lives, thereby gam-
bling with eternity. Confess your sins, prepare for 
Heaven and stay ready. As a Christian make 
sure you are ready for Christ's return by continu-
ally trusting in Him as your Savior and Lord.   
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REA National Chaplain 
Rev. Paul Campbell 

Rev. Paul has been serving the Lord 
through REA for over 55 years. 

Room rate for the week - including 

meals & tax: 

    Double occupancy....$355.00 (each) 

Single occupancy….$390.00  

Children 5-12 years old  $150.00 

 Children 13-17 years old  $200.00  
(Prices subject to change)                             

 

NOTE: All Conference fees must be paid 

no later than JULY 30, 2022 to our REA 

Registrar.  Thank you!  
REGISTRATION:  Receive name tag and room key  

on Monday August 22nd from 4-5 PM.   

Dinner at 5:00 PM. 

 

REA Registrar 

Mrs. Beverly Salloum 

PO Box 322 

Rome, NY 13442 

(315) 368-8612 (cell - prefers texting) 

E-mail: rev.salloum@gmail.com 

NOTE: 

Day guests $20.00 plus any meals 

                  AREA ATTRACTIONS 

            Located within driving distance are: 

>NEW!  MUSEUM of the BIBLE.  Washington DC. 

>Historic Carlisle - US Army War College - 15 minutes. 

>Gettysburg - About a 30 minute drive. 

>Hershey - About a 45 minute drive. 

>Strasburg RR community - A little over an hour drive. 

>Sight & Sound Theater in Lancaster - A little over an 

hour. 

>The heart of the Amish in Lancaster - A little over an 

hour. 

>National Civil War Museum - Harrisburg - About 30  

minutes. 

>Washington D.C. - About 2 1/2 hour drive. 

>Valley Forge / Philadelphia - About 3 hours 

 -PLUS A WHOLE LOT MORE! - 

Begin planning to attend the 81st  

National  

Railroad Evangelistic Association  

Convention - Everyone is Welcome! 

August 22– 26, 2022 

Located in the peaceful hills of  

Pennsylvania at the   

Bongiorno Conference Center 

430 Union Hall Road Carlisle, PA 17013 

Ruth Lounsberry, long time 
REA member who attends the 
Malaga Chapter received a 
fantastic surprise birthday party 
planned by her children.  Many 
family members and friend 
from REA helped her celebrate 
her 90th Birthday this past 
May.  They all had a great time 
meeting at the Black Diamond 
Restaurant in Minotola, NJ. 

“You do not 

know what 

your life will be 

like tomorrow. 

For you are  

just a  

vapor that  

appears for a 

little while then 

vanishes 

away.”  
James 4:14  



 

Friends of REA is for those who are incarcerated or 
confined to a facility who receive REA’s Railroad Evan-
gelist, “All Aboard!” and would like to correspond with 
other REAers. 

 
NEW RULES in writing inmates. 1. Write only on white 
paper with black or blue ink, (no gel).  
2. Envelopes must be white and have complete ad-
dress from recipient and sender. 3. Address labels are 
not allowed. 4. No art work except for pencil drawings. 
5. No postcards or greeting cards are allowed. 6. 
Photos permitted but not Polaroids. Be patient in 
writing our railroad related inmates.  Be consistent in 
writing to them as they need our encouragement, 
prayers and support. Mail your letters direct to them. If 
your letters are returned, there is probably no use in re
-sending them as addresses change without getting 
new ones.  

Please Note 

Further information contact: 
Rev. Steve Seidler 
15255 Jubilee Rd. 

Culpeper, VA  22701 

David Meeks Larson 2 North 

1098 South State Rd 25 

Logansport State Hospital 

Logansport, IN 46947 

Michael Behn # 292354 

PO Box 861 

Trenton, NJ  08625 

Jay E. Glenewinkel   #56817-280  FCI 

PO Box 9000  

Seagoville, TX  75159-9000 

Carl Sonne  #77049  NHSP 

PO Box 14  “H”  A-6B 

Concord, NH 03301 

Justino A. Santana, Jr #S07551 G-22I0U 

Hamilton Correctional Institution - Annex 

10650 SW 45th Street 

Jasper, FL 32052 

Donald Sprinkle 0-P 27187  J2123U 

CFRC East Unit 

7000 HC Kelley Rd. 

Orlando, FL  32831-2518 

Michael Lee Lepker 315226 

Eyman/Cook  AZ16L 

PO Box 3500      

Florence, AZ  85132 

Shawn Toman SRCI 21421466 

777 Stanton Blvd. 

Ontario, OR  97914 

James Lot Fuller  T-63540 

A.S.P.  Bldg 330 

PO Box 903 

Avenal, CA  93204 

Scott Hill  #Y26944  CCI 

19562 SE Institutional Dr 

Blountstown, FL  32424 

Alton Beauvais  #C03329 

1760 Hwy 67 North 

Carrabelle, FL. 32322 

Lonnie Greer # C12265  HCI 

3142 Thomas Drive 

Bonifay, FL  32425 

Matt Hockenberry  # B31119  HCI 

(Same address as Lonnie Greer above) 

“A cheerful heart  

does good like a medicine” 
Proverbs 17:22 - Living Bible 
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If you need prayer for yourself or a 

friend please call REA at the num-

ber above.  You can also go to the 

RailHopeAmerica.com web site to 

leave your confidential request 

there as well.  You can also: 

> Request a complimentary copy of 

the Railroad Evangelist magazine, 

“All Aboard!” for a friend. 

> Have any questions about REA. 

> Listen to some great train songs 

> Make a donation to REA. 

> Explore the RHA web page. 

> Read a inspirational message. 

> Share the web page with a friend. 

REA Chapters 

Alexandria, VA Chapter meets 
the 3rd Monday of the month. For 
more information contact Geneva 
Campbell at (540) 869-7019 
Malaga, NJ Chapter meets the 
2nd Saturday of the month. For 
more information contact Marlene 
Sampson at (1-609) 561-6922 

If you are interested in beginning 
an REA Chapter or a RailHope 
Fellowship contact the editor. 

When Abraham Lincoln was your 
age, a man said to his lazy son, “he 
was chopping wood, plowing and 
hunting for food.” The son replied, 
“When he was your age he was 
president of the United States.” 

A preacher said to the farmer, “Do 
you belong to the Christian family?” 
“No”, he said, “I think they live two 
farms down.” “No, I mean are you 
lost?” “No, I’ve been here thirty 
years.”  “I mean are you ready for 
Judgment Day?” “When is it?” 
“Could be today or tomorrow.”  
“Well, when you find out for sure 
when it is, you let me know. My wife 
will probably want to go both days!” 

You can say any foolish thing to a 
dog, and the dog will give you a 
look that says; “Wow, you’re right! I 
never would have thought that!” 

A couple in their nineties are having 
problems remembering things, so 
they decided to go to the doctor for 
a checkup.  The doctor said they 
were physically okay, but they might 
want to start writing things down to 
help them remember things. 
Later that night while watching TV, 
the old man gets up and his wife 
ask him where he is going. “To the 
kitchen,” he said.  She asked him to 
get her a bowel of ice cream.  The 
husband said, “Sure.”  She gently 
reminds him that he should write it 
down so he won’t forget. “No, I can 
remember that.” then she said “I 
would like to have some strawber-
ries and whip cream on top. You 
better write all that down so you 
won’t forget.”  Irritated, he says, “I 
don’t need to write it down, I can 
remember I can remember you 
want a bowl of ice cream with straw-
berries and whip cream on top.”  He 
goes into the kitchen grumbling. 
About 20 minutes later he comes 
back from the kitchen and hands his 
wife a plate of bacon and eggs.  
She stares at for a moment and 
says, “Where’s my toast? 

Life’s Journey 
Life is like a journey,  

taken on a train,  
with a pair of travelers  
at each window pane;  

I may sit beside you  
the whole journey  through,  

or I may be seated elsewhere,  
never knowing you;  

but if fate should place me  
to sit at your side,   

Let’s be pleasant travelers,  
it’s so short a ride. 
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IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIRailHope Puzzle #3 

Railroad Evangelistic Association 

RailHopeAmerica.com 

  

 

2.    A "Rolling Bomb" is a unit tank train carrying _______ liquids                                                                                                                               

5.    A Crewmember must notify the ____________in any emergency situation                                                                                                                      

10.  The engine powering the train is called the ________.                                                                                                                                                                               

13.  Type of RR Cargo                                                                                                                                                                                                       

17.  BNSF line between Chicago & Aurora, a nickname due to the frequent trains along the route.                                                                                                                                                  

20.  Relatively short, open-top hopper cars mainly used in the transport of iron ore                                                                                                                                                     

21.  The Maximum Train speed in certain work zones and yards                                                                                                                                              

22.  A crossing _____lowers to stop traffic for safety.                                                                                                                                                    

24.  Each Train Company has _____ for Equipment Operation and Handling                                                                                                                                                

28.  RAIL HOPE _______ serves world-wide RR missions !                                                                                                                                      

30.  Special Message word # 3                                                                                                                                                                                      
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IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIRailHope Puzzle #3 
31.  Special Message word # 4                                                                                                                                                                                  

33.  Be careful and look both ways at the railroad _________!                                                                                                                                                             

34.  Mobile, __ served as HQ for the Gulf Coast Railroad as part of the Mobile-Ohio RR.                                                                                                                                  

37.  The ______ System provides automated speed & stopping distance information.                                                                                      

39.  _______Trains that have HAZMAT freight cars on the train lineup.                                                                                                                                    

40.  Special Message Word  # 2                                                                                                                                                                               

42.  When a train takes a rail that is not properly switched, is off the main track, is _________.                                                                                               

43.  The  _____Smoky Mountains RR routes from Bryson City, North Carolina.                                                                                                                         

44.  The process of pushing a cut of cars or to push a train from the rear.                                                                                                         

46.  US Freight & Passenger hub in North USA in the Buckeye State.                                                                                                                 

47.  Clear Signal: Proceed at Authorized Speed                                                                                                                                                      

51.  The _______Brake Switch may be used to immediately reduce train speed.                                                                                                

52.  The _______ Authority governs the movement on many of the RR main lines.                                                                                           

53.  CSX trains originally were painted dark blue on the cab & _______on the front nose.                                                                                                                                 

54.  Older generation train locomotives were ______ powered.                                                                                                                                                               

55.  RRs are built with Beautiful scenic views, overpasses, tunnels and incredible ______.  

 

1.    US Freight & Passenger hub in South USA  ________ (in the Yellowhammer state)                                                                                 

3.    A Yellow Signal that means reduce speed & be prepared to stop at the next signal.                 

4.    US Freight & Passenger hub in East USA.                                                                                                                                                        

6.    A Freight Car in need of repair.                                                                                                                                                                                                     

7.    ALL ABOARD !   is a REA railway _____!                                                                                                                                                            

8.    The _____forms here----get your tickets to ride the Express Train!                                                                                                                   

9.    Train crossings require flashing lights & the ______ to be sounded by the Engineer.                                                                                 

11.  A ______ may perform Visual Inspections whenever there is a brake issue.                                                                                                                   

12.  Radio _______ are the primary means of communication for crew & dispatcher.                                                                                        

14.  A large area of RR tracks used to repair, store, sort, load and couple railroad cars.                                                                                                                          

15.  Amtrak primarily transports ___________ across the USA.                                                                                                                                     

16.  Special Message Word #5                                                                                                                                                                                       

18.  US Freight & Passenger hub in high altitude Western USA---home of the mile high city!                                                                                                                                  

19.  The Track Signal that means to STOP--- at or before the signal.                                                                                                                                            

23.  ____RRs use cleats to hold down the metal and plastic tracks.                                                                                                                    

25.  US Freight & Passenger hub on west coast USA and home to a great RR Museum.                                                                                                  

26.  The _____ contains a list of the box cars and HazMat cars.                                                                                                                                     

27.  The PTC System provides a ________ for Overspeed during the train movement.                                                                                

29.  Southern RR is a short line operating in Santa Fe, ____& a tourist route “Sky” Railway.                                                                                                                     

32.  Another name for a Caboose.                                                                                                                                                                                             

35.  Automated _____Failure Sensors monitor brake issues along the track routes.                                                                                          

36.  See 42 Across--a RR crew's worst nightmare!                                                                                                                                                      

37.  REA has a 24/7 ______Line available for you!   1-703-988-1966                                                                                                                                               

38.  Special Message Word # 1                                                                                                                                                                                

41.  High _____ (lunch time)                                                                                                                                                                                                 

45.  Special trains in __, Poland are transporting Ukrainian refugees to other European cities.                                                                                                                                                              

48.  Ballasts are the ______ surfaces under the rail tracks.                                                                                                                                                        

49.  In Australia, Trains traveling East to _____ are primarily high-speed passenger trains.                                                                                   

50.  The crossing point of two track rails for train wheels to cross from one track onto another. 

 

WORD LIST: Heart AL PTC FROG Consist Rules Green Transmissions Rocky  Sacramento Derailed Rules Freight 
KEY Yard Steam Line Warning Whistle Baltimore Restricted Steam International Locomotive Red Passengers Jennies 
The Approach Emergency Shove Derail Track From  Magazine Hack Birmingham Is Wisdom Detectors West Great 
Conductor Denver Crossings Flammable Gate Racetrack Dispatcher Prayer Cincinnati Noon Model Krakow Yellow RIP  
Bridges NM 

________       _________    _________   _________  _________ 

     38 D                40 A                30 A              31  A             16 D 
A Special Message 
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Jesus is the light at the end of the Tunnel 

“Weeping may endure for a night,  but joy comes in the morning.”  Psalm 30:5 

“Well done, good and faithful servant . . . enter into the joy of the Lord” 

“But God demonstrates His own love to-
wards us, in that while we were still sin-
ners, Christ died for us.”  Romans 5:8 

“...Christ died for our sins...and that He 
was buried, and that He rose again the 
third day…” I Corinthians 15:3,4 

“...if you confess with your mouth the Lord 
Jesus and believe in your heart that God 
raised Him from the dead, you will be 
saved. For with the heart one believes to 
righteousness, and with the mouth con-
fession is made to salvation”. Romans 10: 9,10 

“If we confess our sins, He is faithful and 
just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse 
us from all unrighteousness.”  I John 1:9 

“I am the way, the truth and the life. No 
one comes to the Father except through 
Me.”   John 14:6 

“Nor is there salvation in any other, for 
there is no other name under heaven 
given among men by which we must be 
save.”   Acts 4:12 

“But as many as receive Him, to them He 
gave the right to become children of God, 
to those who believe in His name.”   
                                                    John 1:12 

“...he who hears My word and believes in 
Him who sent Me has everlasting life, and 
shall not come into judgement, but has 
passed from death to life.”  John 5:24 

         Suggested model prayer 

God be merciful to me a sinner, I believe 
you died on the cross to forgive me of all 
my sins. I believe You were raised from 
the dead on the third day victorious over 
death, hell and the grave.  I now receive 
You as my Savior and Lord asking you to 
forgive me of all my sins.  Fill me know 
with Your Holy Spirit to enable me to live 
for you all the days of my life. Thank you 
Lord Jesus for saving my soul, in Your 
name I pray. Amen. 

  FIRST 6 STEPS in your new life in Christ.  
   Get a Bible and read as soon as possible. 
 
                
 
 
 
 
 
 

 1.Ephesians chapter 1 
 2. II Peter 1:1-11    
 3. I John chapter 1 
 4. Romans chapter 8 
 5. Matthew chapters 5,6,7. 
 6.The Gospel of Mark 

 

REA    
PO Box 5026 

Vancouver, WA 98668 
  

For free Bible Studies go to www.PTL.org   
(Pocket Testament League). 

Don Howell, Vice President of Outreach and International Representative of 
RailHope International attend Rail Fest 2022 in Manassas, VA this past June. 
Don said that Railway Fests are great family events and this one on Saturday 
was incredible, with over 20,000 people attending and riding the Virginia Railway 
Express and Local AMTRAC trains for fun and enjoyment.  Handed out calen-
dars (all I had) and over 600 ALL ABOARD Magazines!  Ministry to over 1,000 
people and kids who came to our RAILHOPE AMERICA REA Table!  I also had 
a bean-bag toss game and they loved it! 

Don said that he didn’t know Pastor Steve Seidler was at Rail Fest as well.  
Don said he was going to get his van and start loading up while talking with other 
Rail Fest attendees.  Pastor Steve 
heard Don’s voice and they got togeth-
er.  He didn’t know that Don was just a 
“corn toss” away from where he was. 
Pastor Steve said that it was a great 
RR experience.  We had six large train 
layouts operating under the Harris Pa-
vilion and passed out “ALL ABOARD!”  
magazines as well. 

Between Don and Pastor Steve, REA 
had a strong presence at this years Rail 
Fest. Glory be to God as we continue to 
be co-labor with Him.  Many eternal 
gospel seeds were planted that day 
through their witness and the printed 
word using the Railroad Evangelist 
magazine, “All Aboard”! 



Publication Guidelines for the Railroad Evangelist magazine 
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“Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that is 
we ask anything according to His will, He hears us.  

And if we know He hears us, whatever we ask, we know 
that we have the petitions that we asked of Him.”             

I John 5:14,15.     
“For God is not willing that any should perish but that 

all should come to repentance.”   
II Peter 3:9b 

 

W e must “lay hold”, of the promises of God, “For all  
the promises of God in Him are Yes, and in Him 

Amen, to the glory of our God through us.” (II Corinthi-
ans 1:20), We must claim our unsaved loves ones and 
friends for their eternal salvation. There is absolutely 
NOTHING too hard for God. We must have our faith firmly 
planted in His word believing He will do what we have 
asked for in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.  EVEN if 
you, in your life time never see them come to Christ, we 
must believe that He “is able to do exceedingly abun-
dantly above all that we ask or think, according to the 
power that works in us…”  (Ephesians 3:20) 

    I want to give you three example of Gods amazing 
grace of answering unseen prayers eventually fulfilled.  
The first is of Luther S, Harkey, the founder of REA.  His 
son, Bernard (Bud) Harkey was not a committed Christian 
during the time his dad was doing the work of the Lord as 
a Railroad Evangelist. Bud told me that he was at his 
parent’s house when his dad collapsed and died, never 
seeing his son committing his life to the Lord.  Bud went 
on to work a secular job for many years and somewhere 
along the way gave his life to Jesus and became a Method-
ist minister.  Bud was one of the sweetest and most gentle 
men I have ever met. “Never give up!” 

    The second one is of George Muller, an evangelist in the 
late 1800’s from Bristol, England. Evangelist Muller said 
about prayer, “The point is never give up until the answer 
comes,...I have been praying for one man’s conversion for 63 years and eight month’s, he’s not converted yet, but he will 
be!”.  Muller never saw the man’s conversion, but before George Muller’s body was lowered into the grave, the man he 
had praying for all those years got eternally saved!  “Never give up!” 

    The third example is from the book, “Faith on the Line”, compiled by John Mollitt, that he sent to me.  John tells the 
story of his godly grandfather,  James Pratt who worked for 40 years as a railway signalman in the UK and who later also 
became a Methodist minister. From the book, you can tell he was a man of faith who loved people and loved to share the 
word of God, as he always carried a pocket full of gospel tracts wherever he went.  John Mollitt loved and greatly ad-
mired his grandfather but had never given his life to God.  Six months after his grandfathers death, John gave his life to 
the Lord. John says towards the conclusion of his book about his grandfather; “Those prayers which, no drought, Grand-
father had pleaded since the day of my birth, were answered six months after his death.  What an incentive and encour-
agement that it is to continue praying for our children and grandchildren.” “Never give up!” 

For those of you reading this, I want to greatly encourage you to continue to lay hold of you unsaved loved ones and be-
lieve God for their eternal salvation, weather you live to see them saved or not.  One day you will if you never give up! 
 
                                                                                                                                          — Joe Spooner 

The above book, “Faith on the Line”,  was sent to me from 
John Mollitt, the Grandson of James Pratt.  I found it inter-
esting reading as it reveals a time and place many of nev-
er get to experience.  If you would like more information 
on the book or to correspond with John Mollitt you can 
contact him vie e-mail at: John.mollitt@btinternet.com 
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I recently received a call from a retired Southern Pacific Railroad Conductor 

from Texas.  He had some Railroad Evangelist magazines from 1998 and 

wondered if we were still in existence. When I told him we were, he was over-

joyed and we had a good talk.  Just think of all the Railroad Evangelist maga-

zines that have been mailed and handed out year after year since 1938.  We 

will never know the impact this little organization has had on countless number 

of souls until we get to Heaven.  What a day, a glorious day that will be!  Keep 

sowing the life changing word through the Railroad Evangelist magazine, “All 

Aboard!”.                                                                                                                                                                     

                                                                                                   - js 


