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Railroad Evangelistic Association 

Our Vision 
We envision a day when the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
has been proclaimed to all men and women through-
out the world-wide railroad community. 

Our Mission 
To reach all people connected with the railroad indus-
try, including model railroaders and rail fan enthusi-
asts, with the Good News of Jesus Christ. 

Our Strategy 
Working with national and international partners, we 
produce and distribute The Railroad Evangelist mag-
azine "All Aboard!" in printed and digital form via 
RailHopeAmerica.com and RHA Facebook to individ-
uals, churches and other related organizations. asso-
ciated with the railroad community. One-on-one 
ministry and discipleship are accomplished through 
the distribution of the magazine, local REA chapters 
and a growing world-wide prayer railway ministry 
network.   Membership in REA is open to everyone, 
everywhere to join with us in proclaiming the everlast-
ing gospel of Jesus Christ to the entire railroad com-
munity world-wide.  All Aboard! 

                  What is RailHopeAmerica? 

The RailHopeAmerica.com logo identifies the Rail-
road Evangelistic Association as a leading member of 
a global network of Railroad Ministries whose com-
mon goal is to bring hope of the Gospel of Christ to 
the  world-wide Railroad community. 

RailHopeAmerica is currently part of a 25 country 
network within the RailHope International mission in 
reaching all people connected to the railroad industry. 
For more information go to wwwRailHope.net. 

                       

                        WE BELIEVE 

   1. We believe in the Scripture of the Old and New 

Testaments as verbally inspired by God, and inerrant 

in the original writings. They are the supreme and 

final authority in faith and life. 

    2. We believe in one God eternally existing in three 

persons: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

    3. We believe that Jesus Christ was begotten by 

the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, and is true 

God and true Man. 

    4. We believe that man was created in the image 

of God: that he sinned, and thereby incurred, not only 
physical death, but also Spiritual death which is 

separation from God.  All human beings are born with 

a sinful nature, and in the case of those who reach 

moral responsibility become sinners in thought, word, 

and deed. 

    5. We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ died for 

our sins according to the Scriptures, as a 

representative and substitutionary sacrifice.  In addi-

tion that all who believe in Him are justified on the 

ground of His shed Blood. 

    6. We believe in the resurrection of the crucified 

Body of our Lord, in His Ascension into Heaven and 
in His present life there for us, as High Priest and 

Advocate. 

    7. We believe in "that blessed hope," the personal, 

premillennial, and imminent return of our Lord and 

Savior, Jesus Christ. 

    8. We believe that all who receive by faith the Lord 

Jesus Christ are born again of the Holy Spirit and 

thereby become children of God. 

    9. We believe in the bodily resurrection of the just 

and unjust, the everlasting blessedness of the saved, 

and the everlasting, conscious punishment of the 

lost.  

“Proclaiming 

the Good News 

of His salvation 

from day to day.” 
Psalm 96:2 
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REA Officers  IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII In the cab to the left is Luther 
S. Harkey, (1885 - 1949), 
Founder of the Railroad  
Evangelistic Association in 
1941.  His hearts desire was to 
reach his fellow railroad  
employees with the gospel of 
Jesus Christ.  From the first 
issue in 1938 until now The 
Railroad Evangelist magazine 
continues this vital ministry to 
the entire Railroad Community. 

International Contacts 

REA thanks each and every one of you who faith-
fully give to this Railroad Ministry.  REA has no 
paid staff, every dollar sent in is used to publish 
and mail out our publication.  THANK YOU! 

http://www.railroadevangelist.com/index.html
http://www.railroadevangelist.com/index.html


My friends and I are board-
ing the final Train 24 in 
Grants for our return to 
Albuquerque.  This was to 
be the last schedule pas-
senger train to stop in 
Grants.  From left to right 
are Skip Powers, Chuck 
Larrabee, Mike Mitchell and 
me with the red hair, I’m 
Confident my red hair will 
grow back when the Lord 
returns for His Church! 

Also seen in this photo are Con-
ductor, Harvey Gragg, Chair Car 
Attendant Floyd Cross, Joe Here-
ford and Brakeman Bill Beavers. 
Seen in this  photo are the con-
ductor, brakemen and chair car 
attendant.  I, (David) worked all 
three of these positions in pas-
senger service on Amtrak Tains 
3/4 and 19/20 when they were 
still Santa Fe jobs.  Ernie and 
Chuck also worked as chair car 
attendant for Santa Fe on Trains 
3/4 and 19/20 as well. 
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MainLine 

    REA President  David Wiegand  

A s a railroad operating employee, I was required to be     
tested and knowledgeable of the rules contained in 

the Book of Rules and special instructions.   The rules 
examiner at every class would hold up his copy of the 
Book of Rules and say, "This is your Bible on the Santa 
Fe."  He would always remind the class that the rules 
were written in the blood of injured employees and recite 
the General Notice from the Book of Rules, "Safety is of 
the first importance in the discharge of duty." 
 
    As Christians we have another Book of Rules called 
the HOLY BIBLE that proclaims the Good News wrought 
by the cleansing blood of JESUS. Research has shown 
that too many professing Christians are scripturally illit-
erate.  They are not conversant with the LORD's com-
mandments, laws, and precepts which are necessary for 
leading a life without sin.  Psalm 119:11 reminds us to 
hide the Word of GOD in our hearts so that we might not 
sin against Him. As the return of CHRIST draws near it 
becomes essential to the safety of our souls and relation-
ships to GOD to study and show ourselves approved, 
workmen that need not be ashamed, rightly dividing the 
word of truth.  (2 Timothy 2:15) 
 
    We are at war in these perilous days against "spiritual 
wickedness in high places."  Ephesians 6:12. We must 
sharpen "the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of 
GOD" so that we may fight effectively with our testimony 
and witness with boldness. Ephesians 6:17. 
 
    David wrote in Psalm 19:8, 10 "The statutes of the 
LORD are right, rejoicing the heart: the command-
ment of the LORD is pure, enlightening the 
eyes.  More to be desired are they then gold, yea, 
than much fine gold: sweeter than honey and the hon-
eycomb".  Resolve today to spend quality time in the Bi-
ble, the Book of Rules for eternal life.  I promise that you 
will like it. 
 
 “HOW SWEET ARE THY WORDS TO MY TASTE!   
YEA, SWEETER THAN HONEY TO MY MOUTH". 
                              Psalm 119:103 
 
Yours in CHRIST, 
 
David Wiegand 
REA President 

EMPLOYEES MUST 
BE CONVERSANT 
WITH AND OBEY 
THE RULES AND 

SPECIAL   
INTRUCTIONS.    
General Rule B, 

Atchison, Topeka, and 
Santa Fe Rules 

Operating Department  
Revised 1959. 

From left to right are 
Ernie Robart, on the 
footboard, Skip Pow-
ers, Mr. Flynn, Chuck 
Larrabee, Mike Mitchell 
and Joe Hereford. 
Take note of the 70s 
era trousers and penny 
loafer.  

REA President David 
Wiegand and his wife 
Rosalee were in Santa 
Fe NM to attend a Billy 
Graham rally some 
years ago. They rode 
the Railrunner commuter 
train to Santa Fe. His 
wife took this photo of 
David Standing in front 
of the ex-Seaboard 
Coast Line GP locomo-
tive that used to haul 
freight and passengers 
between Santa Fe and 
Lamy, NM. 

Final run on 
Train 23,  
May 1, 1971.  
Conductor Roy 
Mitchell check-
ing my ticket to 
Grants, NM. 
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attest to that fact as I lived in converted bunk cars 

while working in Oregon or Washington, either on a tie 

or steel gang in the mid 1970’s for Burlington Northern 

RR. 

    Among its long history of ministry, noted evange-
list Dwight L. Moody gave a sermon from Messenger 

of Peace, even though he wasn't a Baptist. The follow-

ing year, while preaching in Kansas City, Moody fell 

seriously ill and wanted to return to his home 

of Northfield, Massachusetts to die. Messenger of 

Peace carried him to St. Louis to transfer to another 

train headed east. D.L. Moody’s last words to his son 

were, “Earth recedes. Heaven opens before me.  If 
this is death, it is sweet! There is no valley here. God 

is calling me and I must go.”  Moody’s son said, “No, 

no, father. You’re dreaming.”  Moddy replied, “I am not 

dreaming, I have been within the gates. This is my 

triumph; this is my coronation day!  It is glorious!”   

 

    In 1944, the Messenger of Peace was brought to 
Barberton siding in Vancouver, Washington. They be-

gan a Sunday School class and soon after build Wal-

nut Grove Church where it is still in its original location.  

The facility has been renovated from the ground up 

and now goes by the new name “The Church in the 

Grove”, it is a healthy, vibrate growing church, which I 

am happy to say my wife Dorothy and I are a part of 

T he story of the Railroad Chapel Cars begins around the 

turn of the century with a total of thirteen cars that be-

longed to the Baptist, Episcopal and the Roman Catholics.  

These Chapel cars crisscrossed the United States from the 

1890s to the 1950’s.  
  

    These “Church on Wheels” went wherever the train track 

would take them to the rapidly expanding of the wild west 

towns that seemed to “spring up overnight,” bringing saloons, 

casinos and brothels, leaving misery and ruined lives wherever 

they went.  Hence the dire need for the Church on Wheels to 

bring the gospel to the railway workers and their families in the 

western frontier. 
  

    American Home Baptist Mission Society, beginning in the 

1890s, specially fitted railroad cars were built to be used as 

mobile churches and parsonages.  Missionaries would travel 

on the cars to remote and rural areas where the cars would be 

left on a sidetrack to provide religious services for residents in 

remote communities that lacked churches. The initial funds to 

build Messenger of Peace were donated by women of the Bap-

tist church, and so it was nicknamed "the Ladies' car". Messen-
ger of Peace operated first as  a chapel car beginning in 1910, 

partnering with the International Railroad YMCA to minister to 

railroad workers. The missionaries lived in the back of the rail-

car that was very small that could get blazing hot in the sum-

mer and freezing cold in the winter months. I can personally 

                      The Story  
         and lasting Legacy of the  
 

Chapel Car Missionaries; Pastor & Mrs. 

C.W. Cutler. Vancouver, WA 1944, who 

established Walnut Grove Church. 

Chapel Car of The American 
Baptist Home Mission Society 

                 Complied by Joe Spooner 
                                Editor 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dwight_L._Moody
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Northfield,_Massachusetts
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Track_(rail_transport)#Layout
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/YMCA


The Church at the Grove, it also supports18 missionaries 

both at home and abroad that continues to proclaim the gos-

pel, make disciples, plant churches, and raises up leader-

ship.  

 

The legacy of the Messenger          

   of Peace Chapel Car lives on! 
    The Messenger of Peace was the last 

Baptist car to retire and served the longest, concluding its 
ministry in Washington State in 1948. The Messenger of 
Peace was sold and converted into a roadside diner 
in Snohomish, Washington, called the Ritz-Limited Cafe. In 
the 1970s, the car was scheduled to be scrapped for its met-
al but was instead was purchased by Art Hodgins, a local 
man, for $1 and moved it to his property and was eventually 
used as a storage shed. After his death, his family donated 
the car to the Northwest Railway Museum.  Messenger of 
Peace was moved to the Northwest Railway Muse-
um's restoration shop in Snoqualmie in September, 2007. In 
2009, the city of Snoqualmie was awarded a $180,000 grant 
from Save America's Treasures for the refurbishment 

The material and photos used for this article have been gleamed from a number of sources:  
>This Train is Bound for Glory – The Story of the American Chapel Cars.  By Wilma Rugh Taylor         
and her husband Norman Thomas Taylor.  Judson Press 
>Guideposts  April 2001 This Train is bound for Glory article. 
>Pastor Steve Seidler Railroad evangelist magazine “The Cars That Beat the Devil”  October-   
  December  1997. 
> Railroad Chapel Car: Messenger of Peace. HistoryLink.org By Stephen Emerson, essay 9738. 
>All photos on pages 4 and 5 have been used from the Church at the Grove history files. 
>NW Railroad Museum Snoqualmie, Washington. (about 30 miles East of Seattle) 
>Wikipedia   >Google Messenger of Peace Chapel Car for even more information.    
>“On the Rails with the Gospel” by R. Dean Goodwin and Gladys Trower.  The Railroad Evange-
list magazine.  January – February 1995. Compiled by Esther Peterson, Editor of the Railroad 
Evangelist magazine.                               

of Messenger of Peace.  I’m sure Missionaries, Pastor and 
Mrs. C.W. Cutler are still rejoicing ever since they heard 
the Lord say  “Well done, good and faithful servants… en-
ter into the joy of the Lord!” They were faithful in planting 
the gospel seed into good ground and it will continue to 
flourish unto the Day of the  Lord! 

Top right, Walnut Grove Church, Easter 
Sunday 1944 and the current Church at 
the Grove, same location, new name 
with Pastor Dave and Kim Tortora. The 
Church also hosts a Spanish Church in 
the afternoon.  Three photos, upper left, 
Sunday service in the Chapel Car and it 
really doesn't matter how you get to 
church, just get there!  
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by Pastor Steve R. Seidler 

Since we are in color, here is a photo of REA Member 
Glenn Ritter’s S SCALE  (1:64 or American Flyer) lay-
out. He bought a home in Honey Brook, PA 15 years 
ago and set up the Stony Creek Branch of the Reading 
Railroad.  

 He then joined the Pequea Valley Model Railroaders 
which set up layouts in Paradise, PA from 2003 to 2018.   
In 1998, He invited 50 American Flyer guys to his home. 
13 came and they formed the North Penn S Gaugers. That 
club is still setting up a modular layout at Greenberg & oth-
er train shows each year. The 13 have grown 
to about 22 men and women. 

  In 2018 a neighboring Retirement Community asked 
Glenn to help with their train room. Tel Hai Retirement 
Community, a continuing care retirement community is 
in Honey Brook, PA and has about 2000 residents. In 
2015 Tel Hai built STONECROFT with a corner room 
812 sq. ft. designated for model railroading and resi-
dent train enthusiasts. With a resident-led club, the 
Woodcraft Shop helped by building platforms to re-
ceive various scale layouts – O, S, HO, N & Z with a 
ceiling G gauge layout being built last. Most men are 
over 80 years old (including Glenn).  About 10 men 
and 2 ladies have been involved in building platforms, 
laying track. O and S track is Gargraves. Dozens of 
people, who couldn’t build layouts in their residences, 
donated trains, buildings, vehicles and people to make 
this all happen.  It took 5 years to ready the room for 
visitors and more than 700 visited the displays during 
an Open House in 2021. 

It was then realized that the solid wall behind the HO 
layout was blank.  Contact was made with a profes-
sional artist – a resident of Tel Hai – Loretta Gable 
Englerth.  She photographed adjacent Amish farms 
and activities, sketched them to a large mural on trac-
ing paper, and using carbon paper, Loretta transferred 
her sketches to the blank wall.  Tediously she highlight-
ed her work with a felt tip pen and began the applica-
tion of color.   
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Painstakingly capturing Amish farmers and their lifestyle 
in and around Lancaster, PA. The enlarged drawing be-
fore it is transferred to the wall canvas  

Loretta Englerth with her completed mural. 

2021 TEL HAI Train Room Open House. 

The finished mural took approximately 6 months and 
more than 500 hours to complete.  This past holiday sea-
son hundreds of excited children and adults viewed doz-
ens of running trains highlighting her beautiful mural.  

Here is how the mural story unfolded. 

The mural outlined on the wall and ready for painting. The 
G scale layout, running around the ceiling pauses above 
the colorized completed mural. The train room is finished…
but then, is a model railroad ever complete?! 
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you seemingly know only one thing at the beginning; “Jesus 
loves me, this I know, for the Bible tells me so.”  But that is the 
launching pad for a lifetime of discipleship.  As British preacher 
Alan Redpath said, ‘The conversion of a soul is the miracle of 
the moment, the manufacture of a saint is the task of a lifetime.” 
 
    So, lets ask, where are we on the path of spiritual growth 
known as sanctification?  Paul prayer for us in Ephesians 3:16 
is, “I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you 
with power through his Spirit in your inner being…”  There is al-
ways a next level to which we can attain in our walk with Christ.  
If something is holding you back, don’t get sidetracked; grow on 
to full maturity in Christ.   
 
    If you don’t know what is the next level of growth for you, con-
sider Paul’s description of the fruit of the Spirit in Galatians 5:22-
23. Or meditate on Peter’s encouragement found in I Peter 1:5-
8. Perhaps digging deeper into John’s three ‘levels’ spiritual ma-
turity found in First John 2:12-14 will capture your mind and 
heart.  Somewhere, you will hear the Holy Spirit speaking in your 
inner being, directing you to the right track to enhance your spir-
itual growth.  Ring the bell, blow the whistle, pull the throttle, and 
see what’s ahead on God’s route for you.  Maybe a blast of su-
perheated steam (of the Holy Spirit) will get you over that steep 
section of track ahead! 

D uring the decades from the inven-
tion of the steam locomotive in 1804 

by Richard Trevithick, until the last steam 
locomotive produced in 1953, a common 
denominator was always present; how to 
get more mechanical power out of boiling 
water.  The quest for more power ran on 
two parallel tracks: mechanical ad-
vantage on one and the more efficient 
use of steam on the other. 
 
    Improvements through mechanical 
advantage were numerous.  The enor-
mous spinning external gears of the early 
days gave way to pistons connected di-
rectly to the drive wheels by enormous 
side rods.  Drive wheels multiplies from 
two up to twenty-four on the Baldwin-built 
‘triplexes’, of 1914 and 1915.  This amaz-
ing concept was, however, fraught with 
problems.  As the triplex engine con-
sumed water and coal, the weight on the 
third set of driving wheels diminished, 
resulting in significant wheel slip.  Also, 
with six hungry reciprocating pistons to feed, the 
boiler couldn’t generate enough steam to propel 
these behemoths to more than five to ten miles per 
hour.  Consequently, these monsters were relegated 
to ‘helper status’ on short, steep sections of track on 
the Erie Railroad as pushers engines. 
 
    The engineers who built locomotives simultane-
ously sought ways to extract more power from the 
steam generated in the boiler.  As explained in Sci-
ence and Technology’s website of March 2020, “At 
average atmospheric pressure, the expansion ratio 
between water in its liquid form and steam is 
1:1700. This means that under ideal conditions, 1 
part of liquid water expands to 1700 times the vol-
ume as steam when boiled.”  German engineer, Wil-
helm Schmidt, developed a workable application of 
super-heated ‘dry’ steam in 1898 to locomotives. He 
devised a system of additional steam tubes inside 
the boil that routed ‘normal’ steam back through the 
body of the boiler to raise the thermal efficiency by 
as much as fifty percent.  After that, superheated 
‘dry’ steam was used almost exclusively until the end 
of steam locomotive production.     
 
    In all areas human endeavor, growth and develop-
ment is usually sought.  Not surprisingly, this is true 
in the spiritual realm as well.  As a follower of Christ, 

Milepost 10  Ephesians 3:16 

REA 
All Aboard! 

 

Photo by: Sherry Chandler 

By Steve Merrill  -  Fresno, California 



hammer in each hand, slung them 
down, one right after the other, the 
high ring of steel pierced throughout 
the tunnel. In the midst of all the ex-
citement, the steam drill somehow 
got hung up in a seam of a rock and 
lost time. When the contest was over 
and the dust had settled, John Henry 
had drilled two holes, and each seven 
feet deep, a total of fourteen feet. The 
steam drill on the other hand had only 
drilled one hole, nine feet deep. John 
Henry won the contest. John Henry 
beat the steam-drill Contrary to many 
stories and folk songs, John Henry 
didn't die that night of a burst blood 
vessel in the head as some folk 
songs say. Eye-witness accounts 
differ. Some say that he continued to 
drive steel for the B&O for some time 
afterwards. Others insist that he just 
drifted away from the tunnel, while 
others say that he was killed in a 
blast of rock and is buried under the 
big fill at the east end of the Big Bend 
Tunnel. 
    Whatever happened to John Hen-
ry, we don't know for sure, all we do 
know is that John Henry challenged 
that steam drill to a duel and won. 
What John Henry did was to appeal 
to the human spirit. So much so that 
someone wrote a song about the duel 
and it immortalized John Henry into 
an American folk legend. 

9   The Railroad Evangelist                                          Spring 2023                                        RailHopeAmerica.com 

D 
uring the early 1870's, 
a steel driver was an 
obscure profession. A 

steel driver is one who strikes 
a steel drill with a heavy ham-
mer to drill a hole into a rock to 
put an explosive charge of dy-
namite for clearing the way in 
construction of a tunnel. The 
work was hard, hot, dirty and 
dark, the air so thick that it was 
difficult even to breathe, let 
alone do hard labor. 

    From what we know of John 
Henry he was a raw-boned 
black man from North Caroli-
na. He was about 30 years old 
and was around 6 foot and 
weighed about 200 pounds 
and he was the best steel driv-
er the B&O Railroad had. It 
was said that he was a good-
natured fellow who liked to 
play the banjo, cards and 
would occasionally send let-
ters home. They also say he 
was the "singingest man" on 
the gang. When he drove 
steel, he would sing, "Can't 
you drive her, huh?." 

    The event took place at the east end of 
the Big Bend Tunnel in the hills of West Vir-
ginia on the B&O Railroad. A day came 
when the company brought out a new inven-
tion to the tunnel, a steam powered drill, one 
that would eventually replace steel driving 
men like John Henry. It was the sight of the 
new steam drill that something inside John 
Henry rose up and he announced that he 
cold sink more steel than the stem-drill. He 
challenged the steam drill to a duel to see 
who could do the most work in a set amount 
of time, man or machine. The contest was 
arranged. 

    Excitement filled the air as 
the Foreman brought John 
Henry two twenty-pound ham-
mers. The steam drill was set 
on the right, John Henry on the 
left. All the laborers and work 
crew crowded around, the 
Foreman yelled "go" at the 
drop of his raised hand. For the 
next thirty-five minutes John 
Henry, with a twenty-pound 

"John Henry  
said to the Captain,  

shovel on a little more 
coal, before I let this 

steam drill beat me down, 
I'll die with a hammer in 

my hand, Lord,  
Lord  I'll die with a  

hammer in my hand. " 

 

"When John Henry was a little boy, Sitting on his papa's knee: He looked down at a little piece of steel,  
Saying, "A steel-driving man I will be, Lord, Lord, A steel-driving man I will be." 

NOTE: The above story was adapted 
from the book: A Treasury of Railroad 
Folklore by Crown Publishers, Inc. New 
York, 1953. Edited by B.A. Botkin and 
Alvin F. Harlow. The graphic of John 
Henry is an enlargement of a U.S. post-
age stamp honoring American folk 
hero's. 

 
 

 

 



 

Friends of REA is for those who are incarcerated or 
confined to a facility who receive REA’s Railroad Evan-
gelist, “All Aboard!” and would like to correspond with 
other REAers. 

 
NEW RULES in writing inmates. 1. Write only on white 
paper with black or blue ink, (no gel).  
2. Envelopes must be white and have complete ad-
dress from recipient and sender. 3. Address labels are 
not allowed. 4. No art work except for pencil drawings. 
5. No postcards or greeting cards are allowed. 6. 
Photos permitted but not Polaroids. Be patient in 
writing our railroad related inmates.  Be consistent in 
writing to them as they need our encouragement, 
prayers and support. Mail your letters direct to them. If 
your letters are returned, there is probably no use in re
-sending them as addresses change without getting 
new ones.  

Please Note 

Further information contact: 
Rev. Steve Seidler 
15255 Jubilee Rd. 

Culpeper, VA  22701 

Smarts Communication/PA DOC 

Matthew Perry  QP0217 

SCI-ALBION 

PO Box 33028 

St. Petersburg, FL  33733 

David Meeks Larson 2 North 

1098 South State Rd 25 

Logansport State Hospital 

Logansport, IN 46947 

Michael Behn # 292354 

PO Box 861 

Trenton, NJ  08625 

Jay E. Glenewinkel   #56817-280  FCI 

PO Box 9000  

Seagoville, TX  75159-9000 

Carl Sonne  #77049  NHSP 

PO Box 14  “H”  A-6B 

Concord, NH 03301 

Donald Sprinkle 0-P 27187  

CFRC East Unit 

PO Box 23608 

Tampa, FL 33623 

Michael Lee Lepker 315226 

Eyman/Cook  AZ16L 

PO Box 3500      

Florence, AZ  85132 

Shawn Toman SRCI 21421466 

777 Stanton Blvd. 

Ontario, OR  97914 

James Lot Fuller  T-63540 

A.S.P.  Bldg 330 

PO Box 903 

Avenal, CA  93204 

Scott Hill  #Y26944  CCI 

19562 SE Institutional Dr 

Blountstown, FL  32424 

Alton Beauvais  #C03329 

1760 Hwy 67 North 

Carrabelle, FL. 32322 

> I am giving up eating chocolate for 

a month. Sorry, bad punctuation. I’m 

giving up.  Eating chocolate for a 

month. 

> The hardest 3 things to say: 

1. I was wrong. 

2. I need help. 

3. Worcestershire sauce. 

> Dogs prepare you for babies.  Cats 

prepare you for teenagers. 

>  My friend said she wouldn’t eat 

Beef Tongue cause it came out of a 

Cow’s mouth, so she ordered eggs. 

> You know you’ve grown up when a 

nap is no longer a punishment but a 

reward. 

> It’s never too late to start exercis-

ing. That’s why I'm waiting until later. 

> I woke up this morning determined 

to drink less, eat right and exer-

cise...But that was 4 hours ago, when 

I was younger and full of hope. 

> Why do eggs come in a flimsy 

Styrofoam carton and batteries come 

in a package only a chainsaw can 

open? 

> One day you’ll find someone that’s 

obsessed with you. It’s probably go-

ing to be a dog. But it is what it is. 

> Finally old enough to do anything I 

want. But too tired to actually do it. 

> A co-worker said to me, “Could you 

be anymore annoying?”  So the next 

day I wore tap shoes to work. 

“A cheerful heart  

does good like a medicine” 
Proverbs 17:22 - Living Bible 
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If you need prayer for yourself or a 

friend please call REA at the num-

ber above.  You can also go to the 

RailHopeAmerica.com web site to 

leave your confidential request 

there as well.  You can also: 

> Request a complimentary copy of 

the Railroad Evangelist magazine, 

“All Aboard!” for a friend. 

> Have any questions about REA. 

> Listen to some great train songs 

> Make a donation to REA. 

> Explore the RHA web page. 

> Read a inspirational message. 

> Share the web page with a friend. 

REA Chapters 

Alexandria, VA Chapter meets 
the 3rd Monday of the month. For 
more information contact Geneva 
Campbell at (540) 869-7019 
Malaga, NJ Chapter meets the 
2nd Saturday of the month. For 
more information contact Marlene 
Sampson at (1-609) 561-6922 

If you are interested in beginning 
an REA Chapter or a RailHope 
Fellowship contact the editor. 

Publication Guidelines for the 

Railroad Evangelist magazine 

As some of you know, it cost nearly 
$5,500.00 to print and mail out each issue 
of the Railroad Evangelist magazine.  The 
Summer issue has always been difficult to 
cover this cost since most are on vacation 
and enjoying themselves.  This is why we 
are mentioning this, if you can help out with 
a little extra giving after the Spring issue, it 
would be greatly appreciates. Thanking you 
in advance for your consideration and gen-
erosity. 
     “A little is a lot when God is in it”.  
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REA National Chaplain 
Rev. Paul Campbell 

Rev. Paul has been serving the Lord 
through REA for nearly 60 years. 

Room rate for the week - including 

meals & tax: 

    Double occupancy....$340.00 (each) 

Single occupancy….$375.00  

Children 5-12 years old  $150.00 

 Children 13-17 years old  $200.00  
(Prices subject to change)                             

 

NOTE: All Conference fees must be paid 

no later than JULY 30, 2023 to our REA 

Registrar.  Thank you!  
REGISTRATION:  Receive name tag and room key  

on Monday August 23rd from 4-5 PM.   

Dinner at 5:00 PM. 

 

REA Registrar 

Mrs. Beverly Salloum 

PO Box 322 

Rome, NY 13442 

(315) 368-8612 (cell - prefers texting) 

E-mail: rev.salloum@gmail.com 

NOTE: 

Day guests $20.00 plus any meals 

                  
                   AREA ATTRACTIONS 

            Located within driving distance are: 

>NEW!  MUSEUM of the BIBLE.  Washington DC. 

>Historic Carlisle - US Army War College - 15 minutes. 

>Gettysburg - About a 30 minute drive. 

>Hershey - About a 45 minute drive. 

>Strasburg RR community - A little over an hour drive. 

>Sight & Sound Theater in Lancaster - A little over an hour. 

>The heart of the Amish in Lancaster - A little over an hour. 

>National Civil War Museum - Harrisburg - About 30  

minutes. 

>Washington D.C. - About 2 1/2 hour drive. 

>Valley Forge / Philadelphia - About 3 hours 

 -PLUS A WHOLE LOT MORE! - 

Begin planning to attend  

the 82nd National  

Railroad Evangelistic Association  

Convention - Everyone is Welcome! 

August 14 – 18, 2023 

Located in the peaceful hills of  

Pennsylvania at the   

Bongiorno Conference Center 

430 Union Hall Road Carlisle, PA 17013 

IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII
Are you ready for His coming?  

17 And the Spirit and the bride say, “Come!” And let 
him who hears say, “Come!” And let him who thirsts 
come. Whoever desires, let him take the water of life 
freely. 18 For I testify to everyone who hears the words 
of the prophecy of this book: If anyone adds to these 
things, God will add to him the plagues that are writ-
ten in this book; 19 and if anyone takes away from the 
words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take 
away his part from the Book of Life, from the holy city, 
and from the things which are written in this book. 
20 He who testifies to these things says, “Surely I am 
coming quickly.” Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus!  
21 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
Amen.   Revelations 22:17-21 

#1 The last invitation. Man has no choice how he came 
into this world but when he becomes of age, he is respon-
sible for his salvation or damnation.  “Come unto me all 
ye that labor and I will give you rest”.  Matthew 11:28 
 
 #2 The last warning. We are warned not to tamper with 
the WORD, as it is the last warning from God. 

 #3 The last promise in Revelations 22:20, Jesus said, 
"Behold, I come quickly: blessed is he that keepeth 
the sayings of this prophecy of this book. (V 7)  Be-
hold, I  come quickly, and my reward is with Me, to 
give to every man  according as his work shall be.”   
(v 12) This promise gives us blessed hope to our 
hearts.  “Be ye also patient, establish your hearts for 
the coming of the Lord is at hand”.  James 5:8 

#4 The last prayer (V 20) “Even so, come, Lord Je-
sus”. How do you stand with God?   
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Railroad Evangelistic Association 

RailHopeAmerica.com 

  

IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIRailHope Puzzle #5    

47 48 

49 
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IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII 

2 Denali Star train in____ travels to Mount 

Denali, the highest peak in North America  

5 Have a safe ___says the conductor! 

7. The last car on a train 

9. Trains travel on a RR ____. 

11. Couplings have a ___connector 

12.The Chattanooga Choo ____ 

14. A ___signal means to advance with  

caution 

16. Pittsburg PA has a Blue __train 

18. Train tracks require rail ___to align the 

track for off main rail exits 

20. The Air____controls the brake pressure 

21. Method for moving freight cars 

22. Crew Leader who navigates the train 

24. rough track surfaces can cause a ____to 

passengers!! 

27. Passenger Train Tickets do not have 

sales ____! WOW! 

28. The ___(Intelligence Agency) police part-

ners with AMTRAC 

29. Coupling cars requires ___the brake lines  

31. Many clues in this puzzle end in ___ ! 

32. ____Toppem Hat ! 

33. Process for Passengers to ride a  

commuter train 

36. DOT ______ 

37. BNSF includes Santa ___! 

38. High ____is 12 o'clock--don't miss the 

train! 

39. A ____signal means to proceed at author-

ized speed  

41. Sweet __Land ! 

43. Some RRs in Europe include beautiful 

routes in the Swiss ___ 

44. Sound the _____at the RR traffic cross-

ings! 

45. Cheers..hip, hip___________! 

47. Romans 12:12 rejoicing  in  _________ 

SECRET MESSAGE #1. 

48. Romans 12:12__________in Tribulation  

SECRET MESSAGE #2. 

49. Method of pulling freight car_______. 

1.Trains stopped on the tracks can ___ the 

route for other trains. 

3. Hardware company that uses RR 

4.RR train cars carry the products 

5.Clean up crews sometimes must ___toxic 

spills 

6. Emergency brakes are for immediately 

_____the train! 

8. The train is driven by the ____. 

10. The front of the train engine has a rounded 

cow ___to take animals off the track! 

13. Disconnecting a car from another is a pro-

cess of ____ 

15. The train is powered by an ____ 

17.RR Cross __hold the track together 

18. Ballast helps RR crew from ___on the train 

track sides 

19. RR sleeping car for passengers 

22. The RR ____is where the highway meets the 

RR track 

23. ____Chemical cars must be identified with 

placard cards 

25. Rails in snow can have  

dangerous____conditions 

26.Marking INOP Freight Cars  

30. Engineers ____the train! 

33.____allow trains to go through mountains! 

34. Be __ to one another! 

35.Trains primarily are designed to ____ ! 

37. A ___signal is a warning for next stop 

40. The iron track 

42. Rom 12:12 Continue now in ___  

SECRET MESSAGE # 3 

46. A ___Signal indicates Stop! 

ALASKA TRACK CABOOSE TRACK 

NECK CHOO YELLOW LINE SWITCHING  

SLING CONDUCTOR JILT TAX TYING  CIA 
SIR TICKETING ORG FE NOON  GREEN 
BULEAH ALPS WHISTLE HOORAY  
PATIENT TOWING BLOCK STOPPING 
ACE BOX CATCH ENGINEER TACKLE 

TIES SLIPPING CABIN CROSSING TRIP  
TOXIC ICING TAG DRIVE TUNNELS KIND 
TRANSPORT FLASHING RED UNCOU-
PLING PRAYER RAIL VALVE  ENGINE 



Jesus is the light at the end of the Tunnel 

“Weeping may endure for a night,  but joy comes in the morning.”  Psalm 30:5 

“Well done, good and faithful servant . . . enter into the joy of the Lord” 

“But God demonstrates His own love to-
wards us, in that while we were still sin-
ners, Christ died for us.”  Romans 5:8 

“...Christ died for our sins...and that He 
was buried, and that He rose again the 
third day…” I Corinthians 15:3,4 

“...if you confess with your mouth the Lord 
Jesus and believe in your heart that God 
raised Him from the dead, you will be 
saved. For with the heart one believes to 
righteousness, and with the mouth confes-
sion is made to salvation”. Romans 10: 9,10 

“If we confess our sins, He is faithful and 
just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness.”  I John 1:9 

“I am the way, the truth and the life. No one 
comes to the Father except through Me.”   
John 14:6 

“Nor is there salvation in any other, for 
there is no other name under heaven given 
among men by which we must be save.”   
Acts 4:12 

“But as many as receive Him, to them He 
gave the right to become children of God, 
to those who believe in His name.”   
                                                    John 1:12 

“...he who hears My word and believes in 
Him who sent Me has everlasting life, and 
shall not come into judgement, but has 
passed from death to life.”  John 5:24 

         Suggested model prayer 

God be merciful to me a sinner, I believe 
you died on the cross to forgive me of all 
my sins. I believe You were raised from the 
dead on the third day victorious over death, 
hell and the grave.  I now receive You as 
my Savior and Lord asking you to forgive 
me of all my sins.  Fill me know with Your 
Holy Spirit to enable me to live for you all 
the days of my life. Thank you Lord Jesus 
for saving my soul, in Your name I pray. 
Amen. 

  FIRST 7 STEPS in your new life in Christ.  
   Get a Bible and read as soon as possible. 
 
                
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 1.Ephesians chapter 1 
 2. II Peter 1:1-11    
 3. I John chapter 1 
 4. Romans chapter 8 
 5. Matthew chapters 5,6,7. 
 6.The Gospel of Mark 
 7. The Gospel of John  

REA    
6108 NE 54th Street 

Vancouver, WA 98661 
  

For free Bible Studies go to www.PTL.org   
(Pocket Testament League). 
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Michael Lee Lepker,  
seen here when he was a 
Santa Fe RR Conductor 
and as an avid rail fan. 
REA President David 
Wiegand said that he got 
acquainted with Mike dur-
ing their final years work-
ing for BNSF before re-
tirement. I, (David), 
worked out of Belen, NM 
and Mike worked out of 
Needles, California. We 
would connect in Wins-
low, AZ and used the 
same away-from-home 
lodging.  We enjoyed hav-
ing fellowship together 
and I correspond with and 
pray for him often. 
Steve Delano was also a 
coworker with Mike after 
he hired out on the ATSF 
in 1992.  Steve came to 
know Jesus Christ as his 
Savior and Lord about 
one month after hiring out 
on the railroad. 

For those who would like to 
correspond with Michael, his 
address is listed on page 10. 

Patcong Valley 
Model RR Club in 
Richmond, NJ are 
from l-r is Hank Mar-
tinelli, Brian Bell and 
John Loundsberry 
who is also a mem-
ber of the Malaga 
REA Chapter. 
John also shared at 
the November REA 
Chapter meeting on 
the History of Wins-
low Trains among 

other lines.  John also brought the main dish, a beau-
tifully roasted Turkey with other members bringing the side dishes.  We also had 
a wonderful REA Christmas luncheon. Bob Lepine shared on the four emotions of 
Christmas. We exchanged gifts and had a great time with a catered luncheon at 
Larry’s. The Malaga REA Chapter wishes everyone a blessed New Year and we 
share the soon coming of Jesus! 

 

        CHRIST, 
    My Engineer 
 Milton Hartman - Houston, TX 

The Bible with God’s 
holy words, is one 
long Glory train;  

My faith lies in the 
Engineer, Jesus is his 

precious name. 

Each word of love is 
one cross-tie,  

underneath each  
rail of gold;  

Each scripture reads 
of peace through God, 

to save a wayward 
soul. 

Each spike is one 
chastisement, that 
youth must face  

each day;  
to bring into line of 
light, love in God’s 

righteous way. 

Love is the price of 
righteousness, to ride 

the rails of gold;  
I accepted Christ, my 
engineer, to save my 

wayward soul. 
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T his new year, 2023 marks my 
30th year as Editor of the Rail-
road Evangelist magazine. 

Looking back over the years I con-
tinue to be amazed of Gods faithful-
ness to this railroad ministry. 

    There is one lesson I learned 
over these many years that I will 
never forget as it changed my mind 
and attitude drastically in a matter of 
less that 10  seconds concerning 
REA. 
 
    It was during the late 1990s.  At 
that time I was going to the print 
shop to pick up about 10 boxes or 
so of the Railroad Evangelist maga-
zines. Then I would unload them, 
taking them to my living room, then 
breaking them down into boxes of 
100, 50, 25, 10 and so forth before 
loading them back into my pickup 
again to take them to the Post Of-
fice for mailing.  It was quite a chore 
to say the least and took 4 to 5 days 
to complete the task. 

    On one of these trips to the Post 
Office, I began to murmur and com-
plain under my breath of how much 
work was involved for me to get 
these magazines to the Post Office, 
hauling in all these boxes to the 
counter, then waiting in line with 
everyone behind me getting mad 
because it took so long to get them 
in the mail.  No one knew how much 
menial work was involved (until 
now), it was all on my shoulders 
and whoa is me! 

    During this time of murmuring, 
God broke through, so clearly, piercing my murmuring soul and said, “You ought to be grate-
ful that I am allowing you to be a part of this ministry.”  Instantly I began weeping and felt 
so ashamed of my attitude. I asked God to forgive me and began to thank Him for allowing me 
to be a part of HIS railroad ministry!  My entire attitude changed in a moment as I realized that 
this seemingly small and insignificant railroad ministry was and is IMPORTANT TO GOD! 

    Now, the magazines are delivered to my house and brought into our living room. I still break 
them down and apply the postage then I call the Post Office and they pick them up from my 
front porch! 

    I am so blessed and honored to still be a part of this small but important railroad ministry as 
we continue to spread the everlasting gospel of Jesus Christ around the world.   -js 

Working from my “Mobile Office”,  
breaking down and repacking the  
boxes after picking up the  
Summer 2011 issue of the  
Railroad Evangelist magazine 
from the printers. 

Thanking 
God  

for the faithful  
Editors of the  

Railroad Evangelist  
magazine over the  
years since 1938. 

Luther S. Harkey was 
the founding editor with 
the first Railroad Evan-
gelist magazine being 
printed in June 1938.  
Publication was hit and 
miss until 1941 then 
became consistent 
each month for many 
years. 

Helen (Harkey) 
Burtchaell became 
the editor after her 
father died on May 9, 
1949.  Helen was 
editor until December 
1949 and decided to 
sell all the rights of the 
publication to the Rail-
road Evangelistic As-
sociation. 

“Well done good  

and  faithful servant…

enter into the joy of                       

the Lord” 

Herman R. Rose 
became the editor in 
January 1950.  
Herman faithfully 
labored until his 
health failed resign-
ing in 1989 shortly 
before his death on 
June 30, 1990. 
 
 

Esther L. Peterson 
became editor in 1983 
working behind the 
scenes helping Herman.  
She officially became 
editor in July 1989 and 
faithfully did the job until 
1992. 
Esther was an REA 
firecracker, totally sold 
for Jesus and REA. 

Joe H. Spooner  
After an 8 year absence 
from REA, I received, “out 
of the blue”, phone call 
from Ann Grissom and Es-
ther Peterson asking if I 
could help REA as editor of 
The Railroad Evangelist 
magazine. After 5 days of 
prayer, I called them back 
and said “yes”. 
       The rest is history. 
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