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Railroad Evangelistic Association 

Our Vision 
We envision a day when the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
has been proclaimed to all men and women through-
out the world-wide railroad community. 

Our Mission 
To reach all people connected with the railroad indus-
try, including model railroaders and rail fan enthusi-
asts, with the Good News of Jesus Christ. 

Our Strategy 
Working with national and international partners, we 
produce and distribute The Railroad Evangelist mag-
azine "All Aboard!" in printed and digital form via 
RailHopeAmerica.com and RHA Facebook to individ-
uals, churches and other related organizations. asso-
ciated with the railroad community. One-on-one 
ministry and discipleship are accomplished through 
the distribution of the magazine, local REA chapters 
and a growing world-wide prayer railway ministry 
network.   Membership in REA is open to everyone, 
everywhere to join with us in proclaiming the everlast-
ing gospel of Jesus Christ to the entire railroad com-
munity world-wide.  All Aboard! 

                  What is RailHopeAmerica? 

The RailHopeAmerica.com logo identifies the Rail-
road Evangelistic Association as a leading member of 
a global network of Railroad Ministries whose com-
mon goal is to bring hope of the Gospel of Christ to 
the  world-wide Railroad community. 

RailHopeAmerica is currently part of a 25 country 
network within the RailHope International mission in 
reaching all people connected to the railroad industry. 
For more information go to wwwRailHope.net. 

                       

                        WE BELIEVE 

   1. We believe in the Scripture of the Old and New 

Testaments as verbally inspired by God, and inerrant 

in the original writings. They are the supreme and 

final authority in faith and life. 

    2. We believe in one God eternally existing in three 

persons: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

    3. We believe that Jesus Christ was begotten by 

the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, and is true 

God and true Man. 

    4. We believe that man was created in the image 

of God: that he sinned, and thereby incurred, not only 
physical death, but also Spiritual death which is 

separation from God.  All human beings are born with 

a sinful nature, and in the case of those who reach 

moral responsibility become sinners in thought, word, 

and deed. 

    5. We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ died for 

our sins according to the Scriptures, as a 

representative and substitutionary sacrifice.  In addi-

tion that all who believe in Him are justified on the 

ground of His shed Blood. 

    6. We believe in the resurrection of the crucified 

Body of our Lord, in His Ascension into Heaven and 
in His present life there for us, as High Priest and 

Advocate. 

    7. We believe in "that blessed hope," the personal, 

premillennial, and imminent return of our Lord and 

Savior, Jesus Christ. 

    8. We believe that all who receive by faith the Lord 

Jesus Christ are born again of the Holy Spirit and 

thereby become children of God. 

    9. We believe in the bodily resurrection of the just 

and unjust, the everlasting blessedness of the saved, 

and the everlasting, conscious punishment of the 

lost.  

“Proclaiming 

the Good News 

of His salvation 

from day to day.” 
Psalm 96:2 
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       Sending $10.00 for a one year subscription,(3X). 
       LIFE TIME membership & single subscription for                                            
       a one time cost of $300.00. 
       I would like to make a donation._____________ 

Please cut, photocopy or send information pertain-
ing to the above applicat ion form and mail it to:                                            

Jim Bliss  Sec/Tres.  REA     
255 State Route 49     

Cleveland, NY  13042 

President   
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REA Officers  IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII In the cab to the left is Luther 
S. Harkey, (1885 - 1949), 
Founder of the Railroad  
Evangelistic Association in 
1941.  His hearts desire was to 
reach his fellow railroad  
employees with the gospel of 
Jesus Christ.  From the first 
issue in 1938 until now The 
Railroad Evangelist magazine 
continues this vital ministry to 
the entire Railroad Community. 

International Contacts 

REA thanks each and every one of you who faith-
fully give to this Railroad Ministry.  REA has no 
paid staff, every dollar sent in is used to publish 
and mail out our publication.  THANK YOU! 

http://www.railroadevangelist.com/index.html
http://www.railroadevangelist.com/index.html


    As we press forward in our mission, it is more important 
than ever that we lean into our original vision by welcoming 
fellow Christians involved in the railroad industry along with 
their families into fellowship with each other, helping rail 
workers forge connections with local churches, developing 
and offering discipleship training materials geared specifi-
cally for the railroad community, encourage them to share 
their faith with their fellow rail workers, and support field 
evangelists across the nation to reach those on the rails 
who have yet to find Jesus. 
 
    When we face the challenge of sharing Christ in an in-
creasingly hostile world, we find strength and courage in the 
words of Isaiah 40:31 (NIV), "But those who hope in the 
Lord will renew their strength. They will soar on wings 
like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will 
walk and not be faint." "Therefore, since we are sur-
rounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us 
throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so 
entangles. And let us run with perseverance the race 
marked out for us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pio-
neer and perfecter of faith, for the joy set before Him He 
endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at 
the right hand of the throne of God (Hebrews 12:2, NIV), 
we continue our journey, driven by the Great Commission: 
"Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptiz-
ing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and 
of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything 
I have commanded you. And surely I am with you al-
ways, to the very end of the age." (Matthew 28:19-20, 
NIV) 
 
    Our shared faith in Jesus, empowered by the Holy Spirit, 
will help create a future in which lost railroaders discover 
Jesus, receive discipleship, and are equipped to share the 
Good News. This is our mission, our heritage, and  our 
hope. As we serve together, let us share the Good News of 
the saving grace of Jesus Christ with railroaders and their 
families, bringing Christ to the junction of America. 
 
In His Service, 
          Chris Harkey 
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MainLine 

The continuing Living Legacy of Luther S. Harkey 

Luther S. Harkey 
Founder of The 

Railroad Evangelistic  
Association 

Rev. Alan L. Harkey 

Son of Rev. Bud Harkey 

and former President of REA. 

Rev. Bud Harkey 

Son of Luther S. Harkey, and 

former President of REA. 

    In 1941, my great-grandfather, Luther S. Harkey, envi-
sioned a fellowship for Christians in the train industry and 
their families. His dream was to create an organization that 
would provide Sunday services for train workers on the 
move, distribute Christian literature, and evangelize within 
the train community. This vision incorporated creating a 
magazine, annual conventions for Christian fellowship and 
discipleship, printing tracts, and supporting field evangelists 
among unsaved railroad men and women. 
 
    As the newly elected president of the Railroad Evangelis-
tic Association, I am excited and honored to serve alongside 
the faithful men and women volunteering and serving within 
REA over all these years. Together, we are committed to 
lighting the path to Christ for lost souls throughout the rail-
road community. 
 
    Our world seems more off-track than ever, and REA is 
needed more than ever. As Paul articulates in Romans 
10:14 (NIV), "How, then, can they call on the one they 
have not believed in? And how can they believe in the 
one of whom they have not heard? And how can they 
hear without someone preaching to them?" God has 
called you and me to bring the Word to the ever-growing 
railroad community, and He has equipped us for such a time 
as this. 
 
    Although many of our fellow servants in Christ have gone 
on to heaven in recent years, we remain full of hope and 
enthusiasm for the future. We draw inspiration from a pivot-
al moment in the early days of the Church, as recounted in 
the book of Acts. After Jesus ascended into heaven, there 
were only about 120 believers (Acts 1:15). However, when 
Peter preached a sermon of repentance, baptism, and for-
giveness of sins in the name of Jesus Christ, along with the 
promise of the infilling of the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:38-41), their 
numbers grew exponentially. That very day, the community 
of believers expanded from around 120 to 3120. The God 
who facilitated this extraordinary growth continues His work 
today, and we are privileged to participate in the work Jesus 
is doing in this end-time harvest for the lost. 
 

      Chris Harkey 

Current President 
Railroad Evangelistic Association 
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Photo courtesy of the internet 

 

A wonderful photo of even more wonderful people attending the 82nd REA  
Convention.  Chaplin Paul said it was truly “one the very best ones we had!”. 

David Wiegand, Jr. Greeting 

REA convention attendees. 

REA Chaplain Rev. Paul 

Campbell, singing “Senior 

Shuffle. 

International 

Railroad  

Evangelist 

Arulraj. 

Pastor Magead Salloum and his 

wife Beverly, REA’s Registrar. 

Pastor Magead Salloum 

bring forth the Word of God. 

Col (retired) Don Howell 

Vice President of REA 

outreach and Interna-

tional Representative for  

RailHopeAmerica. 

Sally and Bryan Goodwin   Sally and Holly Harris 

Two happy campers, 

REA Chaplain Rev. Paul 

Campbell and wife 

Geneva pulling into the 

REA Convention site. 
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2023 REA Convention Report 
By David Wiegand, Jr. 

 

R osalee and I were blessed and privileged to attend the 2023  
Convention of REA/RailHope in Carlisle, PA from August 14 to 

August 18, 2023.  We drove from our home in Albuquerque, NM all the 
way to Carlisle on a very enjoyable road trip that took us five days to 
reach Carlisle.  We had a humorous incident take place when we 
checked into our hotel in Cumberland, MD.  When I presented my ID 
to the desk clerk she did not believe that we were Americans and that 
New Mexico was part of the United States. 
 
    I came away from Carlisle knowing that the 2023 convention was a 
successful and very blessed event.  Brother Paul Campbell, our na-
tional chaplain, did a fine job leading praise and worship.  He is defi-
nitely the elder statesman of REA.  One high point of the convention 
was an excellent talent show which featured the operatic voice of 
Rosalee Wiegand, the harmonious vocals of Sisters Beverly Evie, 
Cathey, Barbara and Ellie, Geneva Campbell's spot on imitations 
of Minnie Pearl and Shirley Hurr's leading the participants in stretch 
and relaxation exercises. 
 
    As president, I wish to give shoutouts to our secretary/treasurer Jim 
Bliss and vice president of international outreach for assisting me in 
conducting our business meetings.  A vote was taken to hold the 2024 
convention in Carlisle.  Chris Harkey, great grandson of REA founder 
Luther Harkey was elected president.  Our last business meeting was 
followed up by an excellent roundtable in which questions about the 
Bible and spiritual issues were submitted to Brother Paul Campbell, 
Rev. Magead Salloum and Rev. Arul Raj who came to Carlisle all the 
way from Chennai, India.  For me the high point of the convention was 
presenting plaques of appreciation for distinguished service to the 
late Rev. Alan Harkey and our national chaplain Paul Campbell.  Rev. 
Harkey's wife Janet was on hand to accept  Brother Alan's 
plaque.  The engineer jacket belonging to REA founder Luther Harkey, 
an Atlantic Coast Line engineer.  What an honor to try it on!  Mr. 
Harkey was a little smaller in stature than me, (David), but I am sure 
that as a young fireman he had no trouble feeding the firebox on those 
ACL steam engines. 
 
    On our return to Albuquerque Rosalee and I stopped off again in 
Cumberland and took a round trip ride on the Western Maryland Sce-
nic Railroad from Cumberland to Frostburg, MD.  The WM is a train 
ride that I recommend wholeheartedly.  Free copies of  ALL ABOARD 
were well received by crew and passengers.  In closing I wish to thank 
all REA members for their prayers and support during my two terms as 
president.  Please remember to hold up in prayer our new president 
Chris Harkey who will serve our association well.  May GOD bless each 
and everyone of you abundantly. 

More REA 

Convention 

photos on 

page 14. 

REA President, David Wiegand, Jr. gives Rev. 

Paul and Geneve Campbell a Life Time Achieve-

ment Award for their nearly 60 years of service 

through REA. 

Janet Harkey with a time 

of sharing. 

Don and Sara Howell 

REA  was 

blessed with the 

music of Jim and 

Evie Bliss along 

with Phil Hannun 

Cornet. 

Five sisters attending REA, getting together and having a 

great time. 

President David Wiegand, grieving and Life Time Achievement 

Award to Janet Harkeyffor faithful service of her late husband, Rev. 

Alan Harkey for his many years of service in the Kingdom of God 

and REA.  Brother Alan is greatly missed. Rev. Paul Campbell and  

Don Howell looking on. 
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by Pastor Steve R. Seidler 

     Knowing that of the LORD ye shall receive the 
reward of the inheritance: for ye serve the LORD 
Christ. Whatever work ye do, do it heartily, as to 
the LORD and not unto men.  (Colossians 3:23-
24)  We are focusing on work, since labor was a gift 
given to man.  God planted a garden in Eden and 
then placed man in that garden to take care of it in 
order to continue to eat the fruits of it.  Having to la-
bor for one’s living is not a divine punishment for 
man’s sin, but rather a divine benefit for man’s 
good.  Sin did not cause man to work, but it compli-
cated the labor process so that it became difficult 
work with added perspiration,  making it harder for 
man to labor. 

   Whether paid or not, whatever your hand finds to 
do, do it with all your might.  There is no work in the 
grave.  Consider it a God-given privilege to be able 
to do useful work.  (Ecc. 9:10 and John 9.4).  Con-
sider some of the jobs represented in our REA.  We 
have Maintenance of Way track crew for BN; a 

Chair Car Attendant for ATSF; Engineer/
Conductor/Brakeman for the ATSF, 
AMTRAK & ATSF, the Atlantic Coast Line, 
Norfolk Southern, and Southern; as a Ser-
vice Supervisor on the India National Rail-
ways; unique  office clerks for several rail-
roads; an Engine Driver on the Swiss Rail-
way through Gothard Tunnel; a tower opera-
tor on the NYC in Adrian MI; and even your 
editor, handing up hooped orders at age 10 
at the Chicago & Eastern Illinois Big Four 
Depot in Danville IL.  We have those restor-
ing steam and diesel locomotives and man-
aging railroad museums.  We have Master 
Model Builders who work to create HO lay-
outs for God’s glory. 

   E. Francis worked to paint the picture be-
low of an old English church using black 
snow that fell in a storm over Chicago and 
the surrounding area covering 500 square 
miles on February 18,1896.    
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Scientific   investigation   has  never discovered the source of 
the black snow.  It was not Illinois farmland soil; it was not oil 
or smoke residue from area factories; it was mysterious.  I 
have articles from Chicago area newspapers for the next 
weeks and months, but no source was ever found for the 
snow.  Internet checks have revealed nothing new.  My Grand-
mother gave me this painting when she broke up housekeep-
ing.  It had been given by Mrs. Francis to my Grandparents, 
Hugo & Hattie Seidler as a wedding present.  My grandpa Hu-
go was a budding architect for the PULLMAN CAR COMPA-
NY.  He developed his occupational (work) skills and became 
lead draftsman on designing the “Pullman Palace Cars.”  I was 
given his retirement watch and his German drafting tool set 
which has since been passed along to my grandson. Grand-
pa’s work was important.  Your work is important because for 
the Christian in the new heaven and earth when sin and suffer-
ing will be gone forever, there will still be work to do. There will 
be no more curse and the throne of God and of the Lamb will 
be in the new heaven and we, His servants will serve (work) 
for Him.  We do not know yet what our assignments will be 
there, but, they will be commensurate with our faithfulness in 
serving the LORD here.   

Jesus said, “My reward is with me, to give to every man according as his work shall be. 
(Revelation 22:3 and 12) Enjoy what you find to do now, and do it heartily.  There is coming a day 
soon when you will have a heavenly occupation with no earthly restraints, no hard labor, no perspi-
ration.  There may be railways in the new heaven and earth and it would be nice to work on God’s 
railroad.  Afterall, “Life is like a mountain railway” and we might get to work for the heavenly line.  
In Isaiah 6, I jokingly remind folks the God’s train fills the temple, so get ready to work, work, work 
throughout all eternity.  Our labor is never in vain so begin now to consider a new occupation!  
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Photo by: Sherry Chandler 

 

 

T here are many comparisons 
one can draw between rail-

roading and service to our Lord.  
When young, foolish, and feeling 
like we will live forever regardless 
of risks, many of us were on the 
extra board for assignments.  50 
years ago, I was working as a re-
lief station agent-operator on the 
Chesapeake & Ohio Railway’s 
Richmond Division.  When there 
was a vacancy at a tower or de-
pot, the Chief Dispatcher’s office 
called.  Regardless of day of the 
week or time of day, I was ready 
to go with canned food in the back 
seat, a folding cot, and a full tank 
of gas.  My destination could be 
anywhere between Lee Hall, Vir-
ginia, and Gordonsville or Glad-
stone.  I answered the call imme-
diately because someone was 
awaiting relief, or a location was 
not staffed.  Train orders, inter-
locking controls, and shipment 
way-billing could not wait. 

We learn about the Holy 
Trinity of Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost.  Some people who are my 
own Trinity are Brothers Camp-
bell, Long, and Loftin.  Each of 
these men shaped my spiritual self so that I am always 
ready for another call off the “extra board” of life. 

Paul Campbell worked for the Southern Railway 
System Eastern Division –its former Washington Division—
as a freight conductor.  On one night during late August 
1969, he answered a call to be an extra passenger con-
ductor on Train 41 between Washington and Roanoke, 
Virginia.  The Tye River bridge had been washed away 
about a week earlier, suspending passenger and freight 
service between Alexandria and Monroe.  The Norfolk & 
Western Railway’s Shenandoah Division had several 
washouts from Hurricane Camille’s wrath in central Virginia 
but was reopened to traffic.  Train 41 that night was the 
first train south in two weeks, detouring via Manassas, 
Front Royal, then south to Roanoke. 

I rode as an 18-year-old passenger over trackage 
that had not seen passenger service since 1962.  Brother 
Campbell was cheerful during the entire trip, allowing me 
to stand in a vestibule with the top dutch-door open, view-
ing countryside I had never seen before.  Dawn’s early 
light arrived at Shenandoah where he picked up an em-
ployee timetable and gave it to me –much like the Bible 
guides us through unfamiliar territory to our final destina-
tions on this Earth.  He continues to be a conductor for me 
during life’s travels, with each passing year bringing me 
closer to the end of this worldly trip. 

In the early 1970s, I continued receiving occasion-
al issues of the Railroad Evangelist (RRE).  There were 
two adhesive stickers one could purchase from RRE to 
place on mailed letters.  One was the profile of a steam 

 

locomotive and tender with the 
words across the design stating: 
“The Coming of the Lord 
Draweth Nigh.”  The other was a 
round front-end locomotive em-
blem encircled by the words, 
“Not Ashamed of the Gospel of 
Christ.”  As I became interested 
in how Railway Post Offices once 
bound the nation, I mailed letters 
to others to receive the RPO 
postmark; one or both metallic 
decals were on the envelope as 
well. 
Bryant Alden Long was a Rail-
way Postal Clerk who worked 
most of his career on the New 
York & Washington Railway Post 
Office (RPO) route.  He self-
published a newsletter about 
RPOs named the “Hi-Railer.”  It 
was the end of the American 
RPO Society as a branch of Eng-
land’s Traveling Post Office and 
Seapost Society which still ex-
ists.  Brother Long invited me to 
Washington Union Station to 
chat with him while working in a 
Pennsylvania Railroad RPO car 
during “advance time” on Train 
160 on a 1968 summer evening.  

During the early 1980s, I visited him at home in Verona, 
New Jersey, to audiotape his recollections.  Always 
bright and cheerful, he was always ready for his “last 
run.” 

Walter Lee Loftin, Jr. went to the same high 
school that I attended, but about two decades earlier.  
Brother Loftin had several railroad positions and I 
learned much from him, further observing that he was 
always on the main line to the promised land with clear 
signals ahead.  He and I went to the same barber shop 
in Alexandria along King Street, as well as “George’s 
Hobby Shop” which supplied some HO-scale Revell kits 
for my layout, in the same building that he had an up-
stairs office.  Pete, the barber, once quipped to Walter 
following a haircut: “Walter, I don’t know whether you will 
go to Heaven or Hell.  What I do know is: you will go 
there by train.”  Brother Loftin is still with us, and I am 
confident where his next stop will be. 

During 2003, I purchased a former 1913 Norfolk 
& Western Railway depot at Boyce, Virginia, as a home 
for the Railway Mail Service Library collection.  A short 
historical summary and photograph appear following my 
spiritual recollections.  A cartoon by Joe Easley that ap-
peared in Railroad Man’s Magazine is below, about a 
“Last Call.”  Mine will not be by catastrophe and I have 
established a 501(c)(3) non-profit charity for the depot 
preservation when I am no longer able to unlock its 
doors and reflect upon people, stations, and trains within 
its walls from a half-century ago.  I am ready for my 
eventual reassignment –and hope that you are as well! 

Frank R. Scheer II 
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T he Town of Boyce and its railway depot have enjoyed a long 

history together.  Nearly as old as the town, the 1913 struc-

ture has served as its public gathering place, the portal through 

which travel and commerce passed, as well as becoming Boyce’s 

icon. 

     Indeed, it was the crossing of a newly built Shenandoah Valley 

Railroad with the Winchester and Berry’s Ferry Turnpike that 

prompted the birth of a new community in formerly dense, forested 

land.  Unlike Berryville, White Post, and Millwood, the Boyce com-

munity –briefly named Boyceville—sprung forth around a stop 

along the tracks relatively late in Clarke County’s development.  

The town would not have existed were it not for the arrival of the 

Shenandoah Valley Railroad in 1879. 

     The current depot, constructed by John P. Pettyjohn & Co. of 

Lynchburg, Virginia, replaced an 1880s wooden station adjacent to 

the turnpike, now named East Main Street and county route 723.  

The Norfolk & Western Railway (N&W), which acquired the Shen-

andoah Valley Railroad in 1890, undertook improvements during 

the early 1900s, including depot replacement.  In 1912, it an-

nounced plans to construct a new station on the west side of the 

track, within the boundaries of the newly incorporated town.  The 

station was planned to be a modest building like those in other 

villages of less than 1,000 residents, at a projected cost of $7,500.  

It would have been of wood construction with stoves for heating, 

oil lamps, and outside restroom facilities. 

     Mr. Peter H. Mayo negotiated with the N&W to build a “first 

class” station instead of a smaller structure.  Principal enhance-

ments included masonry construction, clerestory windows for bet-

ter air circulation during summer months, a fashionable stucco 

design, with electric lighting, central heating, and inside restrooms.  

It was spacious, modern, and comfortable –rivaling the best con-

temporary railway stations in small cities. 

     These improvements were added at substantial cost.  Mr. 

Mayo, along with Ms. Hattie Gilpin and Mr. R. Powell Page, con-

tributed $17,500, bringing the station’s value to $25,000 –a sizea-

ble sum in 1913! 

     The station not only served passengers traveling locally or be-

yond Hagerstown and Roanoke.  It was the Western Union tele-

graph office, Railway Express Agency, handled carload and less-

than-carload freight, livestock loading, exchanged U.S. Mail from 

Railway Post Office routes, and supported N&W Railway opera-

tions. 

     During its 45 years of operation, four agents were assigned to 

the station: Morton J. Dunlap, Theodore M Sheetz, Sylvester M. 

Lane, and Lee C. Murray.  Mr. Dunlap was also a Boyce Town 

Council member. 

     Boyce depot was sold to a private owner as of April16,1955.         

 

A HISTORICAL OVERVIEW OF BOYCE RAILWAY  STATION   Boyce, Virginia 

    The larger of the two waiting rooms was rented to the Post Of-

fice Department as the town's Post Office.  Thus, it continued as a 

community hub until the Post Office moved to its present location 

on West Main Street in 1984.  Benjamin Harrison, Russell B. 

Lloyd, and Eva P. Kibler were Postmasters during the 29 years 

that the Post Office was at the station.  Several clerks and Rural 

Free Delivery carriers also worked there. 

     The N&W agency, Railway Express, and Western Union ser-

vices closed on or before December 31st, 1958.  The building was 

sold again and passed through several owners between then and 

2003.  It had multiple uses, such as farm supply storage, a FISH 

charity, restaurant, and a woodworking shop.  It is now looking 

toward future preservation and community uses under the stew-

ardship of the Boyce Railway Depot Foundation The Boyce Rail-

way Depot Foundation (BRDF) was chartered on January 20th, 

2017.  It is organized as a non-profit Virginia corporation for 

preservation of the historic Norfolk & Western Railway's 1913 train 

station building and pump house at Boyce, Virginia. 

The chief focus during this decade is developing a membership 

base.  Those who welcome leadership roles can be nominated by 

members to the Board of Directors.  Annual membership dues are 

$10, payable to the BOYCE RAILWAY DEPOT FOUNDATION or 

“BRDF”.  A life membership is available for $250.  These funds 

will be devoted to maintenance, repair, and utility expenses.  

Members and volunteers support ground-keeping, website sup-

port and exterior building maintenance. 

     

Please provide the information below for the membership roster: 

     First, Middle Initial, Last Name: 

     Mailing Address: 

    City, State, Postal Code, Country: 

    Telephone Number: 

    eMail Address: 

Donations are also invited.  The Boyce Railway Depot 

Foundation is a 501(c)(3) public charity and donations or contribu-

tions are tax deductible as provided for and to the extent provided 

by law.  Please check this box if your employer will match your 

donation:  If the employer requires an invoice, please provide con-

tact information. 

                               Come join us! 

BOYCE RAILWAY DEPOT FOUNDATION 

brdf@railwaymailservicelibrary.org 

117 EAST MAIN STREET 

BOYCE, VA  22620-9639 

 

BRDF EIN: 30-0965189 

A 501(c)(3) Non-Profit Virginia Corporation 



 

Friends of REA is for those who are incarcerated or 
confined to a facility who receive REA’s Railroad Evan-
gelist, “All Aboard!” and would like to correspond with 
other REAers. 

 
NEW RULES in writing inmates. 1. Write only on white 
paper with black or blue ink, (no gel).  
2. Envelopes must be white and have complete ad-
dress from recipient and sender. 3. Address labels are 
not allowed. 4. No art work except for pencil drawings. 
5. No postcards or greeting cards are allowed. 6. 
Photos permitted but not Polaroids. Be patient in 
writing our railroad related inmates.  Be consistent in 
writing to them as they need our encouragement, 
prayers and support. Mail your letters direct to them. If 
your letters are returned, there is probably no use in re
-sending them as addresses change without getting 
new ones.  

Please Note 

Further information contact: 
Rev. Steve Seidler 
15255 Jubilee Rd. 

Culpeper, VA  22701 

Smarts Communication/PA DOC 

Matthew Perry  QP0217 

SCI-ALBION 

PO Box 33028 

St. Petersburg, FL  33733 

David Meeks Larson 2 North 

1098 South State Rd 25 

Logansport State Hospital 

Logansport, IN 46947 

Michael Behn # 292354 

PO Box 861 

Trenton, NJ  08625 

Jay E. Glenewinkel   #56817-280  FCI 

PO Box 9000  

Seagoville, TX  75159-9000 

Carl Sonne  #77049  NHSP 

PO Box 14  “H”  A-6B 

Concord, NH 03301 

Donald Sprinkle 0-P 27187  

CFRC East Unit 

PO Box 23608 

Tampa, FL 33623 

Michael Lee Lepker 315226   ADofC 

Eyman/smu 1  2A19 

PO Box 4000    

Florence, AZ  85132 

Shawn Toman SRCI 21421466 

777 Stanton Blvd. 

Ontario, OR  97914 

James Lot Fuller  T-63540 

A.S.P.  Bldg 330 

PO Box 903 

Avenal, CA  93204 

Scott Hill  #Y26944  CCI 

19562 SE Institutional Dr 

Blountstown, FL  32424 

Alton Beauvais  #C03329 

1760 Hwy 67 North 

Carrabelle, FL. 32322 

“A cheerful heart  

does good like a medicine” 
Proverbs 17:22 - Living Bible 

   10  The Railroad Evangelist                                              Fall  2023                                       RailHopeAmerica.com 

If you need prayer for yourself or a 

friend please call REA at the num-

ber above.  You can also go to the 

RailHopeAmerica.com web site to 

leave your confidential request 

there as well.  You can also: 

> Request a complimentary copy of 

the Railroad Evangelist magazine, 

“All Aboard!” for a friend. 

> Have any questions about REA. 

> Listen to some great train songs 

> Make a donation to REA. 

> Explore the RHA web page. 

> Read a inspirational message. 

> Share the web page with a friend. 

REA Chapters 

Alexandria, VA Chapter meets 
the 3rd Monday of the month. For 
more information contact Geneva 
Campbell at (540) 869-7019 
Malaga, NJ Chapter meets the 
2nd Saturday of the month. For 
more information contact Marlene 
Sampson at (1-609) 561-6922 

If you are interested in beginning 
an REA Chapter or a RailHope 
Fellowship contact the editor. 

Publication Guidelines for the 

Railroad Evangelist magazine 

> I got my wife to help me put some 

new fence posts in the ground, I gave 

her a new hammer and said, “When I 

nod my head you hit it”, I don’t re-

member much after that. 

> I just want to apologize to all the 

people I called old at 40, when I was 

18. 

> A new teacher was trying to make 

use of her psychology courses. She 

started her class by saying, 

“Everyone who thinks they are stupid, 

Stand up!” After a few seconds, little 

Larry stood up.  The teach said, “Do 

you think you’re stupid, Larry?”  “No, 

ma’am, but I hate to see you standing 

there all by yourself.”  

> How come you can’t trust Atoms? 

Because they make up everything! 

> A man asked his wife “what would 

you do if I won the lottery?” She re-

plied, “I would take half and leave 

you”.  Great he said, “I won $12.00, 

here’s $6, stay in touch. 

> I had a date last night. I really en-

joyed it. So tonight I’m going to try a 

fig. 

> By replacing your potato chips with 

a grapefruit as a snack you can loose 

up to 90% of what little joy you have 

left in your life. 

> It takes a lot of courage for a man 

to admit that his wife is wrong. 

> I got up, made my bed, and had a 

cup of coffee. I think that’s enough for 

one day.  

       ATTENTION REA SUBSCRIBERS 
Like a number of other worth while minis-
tries REA faces financial challenges with 
an increase of paper, printing and postage 
costs to publish and mail out our publica-
tion three times a year.  It has been sug-
gested that if each REA subscriber/reader 
would committee themselves to put aside 
$10.00 a month ($120.00 a year) for REA 
we would easily meet our obligations.  If 
we all do what we can, God will bless it 
and keep us going forwards in proclaim-
ing the Good News of Jesus Christ from 
day to day through the Railroad Evange-
list magazine.   
      Thank you for your consideration. 
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REA National Chaplain 
Rev. Paul Campbell 

Rev. Paul has been serving the Lord 
through REA for nearly 60 years. 

Room rate for the week - including 

meals & tax: 

    Double occupancy....$340.00 (each) 

Single occupancy….$375.00  

Children 5-12 years old  $150.00 

 Children 13-17 years old  $200.00  
(Prices subject to change)                             

 

NOTE: All Conference fees must be paid 

no later than JULY 30, 2024 to our REA 

Registrar.  Thank you!  
REGISTRATION:  Receive name tag and room key  

on Monday August 19th from 4-5 PM.   

Dinner at 5:00 PM. 

 

REA Registrar 

Mrs. Beverly Salloum 

PO Box 322 

Rome, NY 13442 

(315) 368-8612 (cell - prefers texting) 

E-mail: rev.salloum@gmail.com 

NOTE: 

Day guests $20.00 plus any meals 

                  
                   AREA ATTRACTIONS 

            Located within driving distance are: 

>NEW!  MUSEUM of the BIBLE.  Washington DC. 

>Historic Carlisle - US Army War College - 15 minutes. 

>Gettysburg - About a 30 minute drive. 

>Hershey - About a 45 minute drive. 

>Strasburg RR community - A little over an hour drive. 

>Sight & Sound Theater in Lancaster - A little over an hour. 

>The heart of the Amish in Lancaster - A little over an hour. 

>National Civil War Museum - Harrisburg - About 30  

minutes. 

>Washington D.C. - About 2 1/2 hour drive. 

>Valley Forge / Philadelphia - About 3 hours 

 -PLUS A WHOLE LOT MORE! - 

Begin planning to attend  

the 83rd National  

Railroad Evangelistic Association  

Convention - Everyone is Welcome! 

August 19 - 23, 2024 

Located in the peaceful hills of  

Pennsylvania at the   

Bongiorno Conference Center 

430 Union Hall Road Carlisle, PA 17013 

IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII

Friends, we are standing on the verge of the un-
known, "for (we) have not passed this way hereto-
fore" Joshua 3:4).   We can learn from our past fail-
ures, trials, valleys, mountains, and victories. Fresh 
opportunities are exciting, as the Lord's coming re-
minds us of the urgency of the task. 
 
   If we have rightly learned from the past, there lies 
before us a heritage of unknown and unspeakable 
blessings and benefits from God in the days ahead, 
for He is the “Fountain of Life”. 
 
"Brethren, count not myself to have apprehended: 
but this one thing I do, forgetting those things 
which are behind, and reaching forth unto those 
things which are before" (Philippians 3:13).  
 
   God never closes a door without opening up other 
doors which are bigger and better. We can never be 
fresh or fruitful or useful to others until we seek God's 
divine direction.  God grant us a fresh anointing as we 
witness for Christ. Inviting people to church and to 
REA Chapter meeting, let us do all we can, while we 
can as we see the Day rapidly approaching of His 
soon return. 

 
As we march on to victory in the Railroad Evangelistic 

Association, we know there is an unseen person walking 
with us each step of the way, one who sticks closer than 
a brother, (Proverbs  

Brothers and sisters, let us, tightly hold His hand as 
we go forward to our Heavenly home. 
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Railroad Evangelistic Association 

RailHopeAmerica.com 

  

IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIRailHope Puzzle #7    

Puzzle theme: RR Bridges

Hidden Message: 

  ____ ____ _____ ! from Proverbs 3:6 .   

Fall Crossword Puzzle RAILHOPE  

Montreal Wheelhouse China Conductor Hand Ties Switch 
First Engineer RailHope Florida Cab Locomotive Deadhead 
Texas Yardmaster Emergency Put Carlisle Norfolk Nebraska 
Whistle Gotthard Consignee BART God Caboose Subway 
Electric Green REA Spikes  Aboard Money Deer Santa Main 
Steam Covered 
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IIIIIIIIIIII IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII IIIIIIIIIIIIIII

3 The REA RailHopeAmerica Conference is held in ______ 

Pennsylvania. 

 

4 The sound of the train ____warns everyone of an  

approaching train. 

 

6 Burlington Northern ____Fe (BNSF) Rail Road. 

 

8 The rear car on the train (normally). 

 

10 The control room in the train locomotive. 

 

11 The ___ Base Tunnel in the Swiss Alps is the world’s 

longest train tunnel. 

 

13 The Crew Member who navigates the train and ensures 

all accountability of the freight and passengers. 

 

14 This country has 62 of the top 100 longest Underground 

(tunnels) in the world and another 70 are being constructed 

now. 

 

17 The old ____ locomotives are used at many train muse-

ums for visitor rides! 

 

19 The Canadian American RR HQ is located in 

______Canada (not in the USA!) 

 

21 Hidden Message #2 _____Bless You! hidden message 

word # 2. 

 

22 The Chessie & Seaboard RR (AKA as CSX) HQ is lo-

cated in ____ (State). 

 

23 ____ are frequently seen on the RR tracks--watch out!! 

 

25 The revolving platform used to turn trains to reenter the 

Main Line. 

 

27 Currency. 

 

28 _____signal lights on the track indicate CLEAR to pro-

ceed at authorized speed. 

 

32 The person in authority at the Train staging locations 

(Hubs). 

 

34 In the eyes of the Lord, you are ____(not second!) Hid-

den Message Word #3. 

 

35 Movement of the train crew by auto or by another train 

to go to another location or to another train to reenter the 

main line.   

2 The South Korean government plans to replace all diesel 

trains with eco-friendly ____ multiple unit (EMU) trains by 

2050. 

 

5 The train direction can be changed using a ______which 

changes the direction of the train onto a siding or to anoth-

er line. 

 

6 ____ are used to secure the RR track rails to the ties. 

 

7 This crew member drives/pilots the train. 

 

9 The San Francisco Bay transit system is called _____, 

which has 60 stations on 6 routes and has the 6th largest 

passenger volume (busiest) in USA! 

 

10 The _____Goods Wagon is a rolling stock with a flat 

bottom and is enclosed on all sides and has sliding doors. 

 

12 BNSF RR Headquarters is located in _____ (State). 

 

13 The person who receives a freight shipment (Receiver) 

 

15 The engine of the train (may have more than one). 

 

16 ____America is a member of the International Organi-

zation for worldwide RR ministry. 

 

18 The _________ Brake is used to help avoid cata-

strophic train crashes or derailments. 

 

20 The New York City Rapid Transit _____is the busiest in 

the Western Hemisphere and covers over 300 miles in 

Manhattan, Bronx, Brooklyn and Queens. 

 

24 Union Pacific RR Headquarters is located in ____

(State). 

 

26 ALL _____ ! is the name of the REA RailHopeAmerica 

Magazine. 

 

27 The ___Line is the priority rail in use. 

 

29_______ Southern Railway (USA) and its HQ is in Atlan-

ta Georgia. 

 

30 ____Signals are used when radios are not working. 

 

31 Hidden Message #1 _____on the Armor of God! Hid-

den Message Word # 1. 

 

33 The ___ Ministry is now celebrating over 80 years of 

RR ministry in the USA. 



Jesus is the light at the end of the Tunnel 

“Weeping may endure for a night,  but joy comes in the morning.”  Psalm 30:5 

“Well done, good and faithful servant . . . enter into the joy of the Lord” 

“But God demonstrates His own love to-
wards us, in that while we were still sin-
ners, Christ died for us.”  Romans 5:8 

“...Christ died for our sins...and that He 
was buried, and that He rose again the 
third day…” I Corinthians 15:3,4 

“...if you confess with your mouth the Lord 
Jesus and believe in your heart that God 
raised Him from the dead, you will be 
saved. For with the heart one believes to 
righteousness, and with the mouth confes-
sion is made to salvation”. Romans 10: 9,10 

“If we confess our sins, He is faithful and 
just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness.”  I John 1:9 

“I am the way, the truth and the life. No one 
comes to the Father except through Me.”   
John 14:6 

“Nor is there salvation in any other, for 
there is no other name under heaven given 
among men by which we must be save.”   
Acts 4:12 

“But as many as receive Him, to them He 
gave the right to become children of God, 
to those who believe in His name.”   
                                                    John 1:12 

“...he who hears My word and believes in 
Him who sent Me has everlasting life, and 
shall not come into judgement, but has 
passed from death to life.”  John 5:24 

         Suggested model prayer 

God be merciful to me a sinner, I believe 
you died on the cross to forgive me of all 
my sins. I believe You were raised from the 
dead on the third day victorious over death, 
hell and the grave.  I now receive You as 
my Savior and Lord asking you to forgive 
me of all my sins.  Fill me know with Your 
Holy Spirit to enable me to live for you all 
the days of my life. Thank you Lord Jesus 
for saving my soul, in Your name I pray. 
Amen. 

  FIRST 7 STEPS in your new life in Christ.  
   Get a Bible and read as soon as possible. 
 
                
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 1.Ephesians chapter 1 
 2. II Peter 1:1-11    
 3. I John chapter 1 
 4. Romans chapter 8 
 5. Matthew chapters 5,6,7. 
 6.The Gospel of Mark 
 7. The Gospel of John  

REA    
6108 NE 54th Street 

Vancouver, WA 98661 
  

For free Bible Studies go to www.PTL.org   
(Pocket Testament League). 
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File photo 

Talent Night,  

Geneva Campbell 

as “Minni Pear”! 

Rosalee Wiegand 

sharing a song in 

Portuguese. 

President David Wie-

gand, Jr. trying on Luther 

S. Harkey's RR jacket 

with Janet Harkey look-

ing on. 

Bob & Shirley Herr enjoying their meal. 

Shirly at Talent Night, 

leading everyone in 

some hand exercises! 

David & Rosalee  

Wiegand enjoying an 

evening breeze. 

Bob Herr, the  

Auction Man! 
Jim & Evie Bliss, always 

having a good time! 

Grace Page,  

Janet Harkey’s 

sister-in-law min-

istering at REA. 

Don & Sarah Howell enjoying 

Don’s Birthday on the 17th of 

August while attending REA. 

Don said, “It was such an 

honor and blessing to put on 

Luther Harkey’s RR jacket. 
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Once Upon a Train by Lois Ewald is a 36 page 
booklet of her many memorial trips taken by train 
from New York to Indianapolis, Indiana over many 
years. 
    Lois shares the many times of ministering to 
those in need of prayer.  Witnessing to those who 
needed to hear the gospel and at times just being 
a listening ear.  This little booklet is a delight to 
read and will encourage you in the Lord as well.  
 
    Lois has given REA 20 booklets to those who 
would like one for a gift of any amount. All pro-
ceeds will go to REA.  Mail your request to me, 
Joe Spooner-Editor at 6108 NE 54th Street, 
Vancouver, WA 98661 and I will forward all pro-
ceeds to  our REA Secretary/Treasurer Jim Bliss. 

I  am overwhelmed with the joy of the Lord in knowing that we, as an or-
ganization, are doing our part, as co-laborers with God that we are ful-

filling Gods plan and purpose through this prophetic word in Psalms 68:11, 
that “great was the company of those who published it.” 
 
    REA has both published and proclaimed the life changing gospel since 
1938 and continues today.  
Just think of all the gospel 
seeds that have been plant-
ed throughout all these 
years. For example just one 
apple seed is capable of 
producing an apple tree that 
is capable of producing hun-
dreds of apples, each con-
taining  a number of seeds 
within itself that can repro-
duce themselves exponen-
tially! 

    Acts 13:49,52  And the 
word of the Lord was be-
ing spread throughout all 
the region...And the disci-
ples were filled with joy 
and with the Holy Spirit”. 

   Just as it was with the ear-
ly church, so it is with us 
today. The kingdom of God 
continues to expand and we 
are part of His redemption 
“company” in the earth to 
reach the railroad communi-
ty with the Good News to 
everyone who hears/reads 
the word of God, receives it, 
believes it and become a 
child of God. (John 1:13)                                      

                                 -js 

Lois has written a number of other inspirational books, to inquire 
about them, write; Lois Ewald, Global Springs Ministries, Inc. 

933 N. Jefferson Ave,  Indianapolis, Indiana  46201 

The road to heaven by Christ was made,  

With the Saviors love this track was laid;  

From earth to heaven this line extends,  

To Life Eternal where it ends. 

The Bible is our Engineer, 

it points the way to heaven so clear; 

Through tunnels dark and across the years, 

it reaches beyond this vale of tears. 

Come on, poor sinner, now’s the time, 

At any station on this line, 

Repent, believe and turn from your sin, 

This train will stop and take you in. 

And when we reach that happy land, 

We then shall meet at God’s right hand; 

And on the peaceful and happy shore, 

We’ll ride this earthy train no more. 
— Penn’s Scrapbook 

The REA Malaga Chapter met dur-

ing the Summer and we celebrated 

all those who were having birth-

day's during the Summer. 

We also did an ACROSTIC for the 

word TRAIN.  It was so much fun 

and everyone was so creative.  

Some had Scriptures for each let-

ter, some had Hymns for each let-

ter. 

In September we had a Pizza party 

and had a great meeting to kick off 

the Fall. 

We closed by have a time of prayer 

for our Malaga Chapter families. 

T– Trust 

R– Repent 

A– Agape 

I– Inspired 

N– Never alone 

“The Lord gave the word:  
great was the company of those who published it.”   Psalms 68:11 (KJV) 
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Luther S. Harkey, founder of the Railroad 

Evangelistic Association pictured with an  

Atlantic Coast Line railway diesel engine. 

Luther finished his railroad career working 

as an engineer for the Atlantic Coast Line. 


